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TOPICONE(SECTIONA)

PRE-COLONIALSOCIALANDECONOMICSYSTEMSANDINSTITUTIONSINEASTAFRICA

SUBTOPIC1:THEFAMILY

Questions:

a)Assesstheroleofthefamilyinthesocialandeconomicdevelopmentofthepre-

colonialsocieties.

b)Explain the significance ofthe family systems to the socialand economic

developmentinanyonesocietyduringthepre-colonial.

Afamilyreferstothesmallestorbasicunitofasocietycomposingofthehusband,wife

andchildren.Itreferstoaplacewherechildrenarebornandbred.Itshouldbenotedthatin

thepre-colonialEastAfrica,thereweretwotypesoffamiliesi.e.extendedfamilywhich

comprisedofthefather,mother,childrenandrelativesandthenuclearfamily(father,

motherandchildren.)

Thefamilyplayedthefollowingrolesinthesocialeconomicorganizationofthepre-colonial

societies;

Familiesplayedtheroleoffoodproduction,i.e.eachfamilygotinvolvedintheproduction

offoodbothforconsumptionandsale(bartertrade).Amongthetradingcommunitieslike

theBaganda,Chagga,Nyamwezi;foodproductionwasforbothsubsistenceandsale.Also,

eachfamilyensuredthattherewasfoodsecuritybywayofhavingfoodstoresknownas

traditionalgranariesforstorage.Suchfoodcouldbeusedduringthetimesoffamineand

drought.

Familiesprovidedlabori.e.theyprovidedthenecessarylaborrequiredinthesocialand

economic developmentofthe pre-colonialeconomy.Among societies like Baganda,

familiesofpeasantsandtheslaves(AbakopiandAbaddu)providedlabortotheRoyal

classofprincesandprincessesbyengaginginvariouseconomicactivitiesliketillingon

behalfoftheprivilegedclass.
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Familiesproducedchildrenthroughinter-clanmarriageswhichensuredorledtothe

increasingpopulationthatprovidedmarketforthegoodsandsteadysupplyoflabore.g.

BugandaKingdom becamepopularandsuperiormilitarilybecauseofthehighpopulation.

Thiswasduetothepolygamousnatureofthemarriageinstitutionthatgaveleewaytothe

spontaneousincreaseinitspopulace.

Thefamilysystemsinthepre-colonialperiodprovidedmarket.Familiesboughttraditional

itemse.g.backcloth,arrows,woodentools,beewax,ostrichfeathers,honeyetc.which

wereproducedbyothersocietiesthusenablingthem toacquirewhattheydidnotproduce

andensuredthesurvivalofsuchcommunitiesinterdependently.

Familiesfacilitatedthetransportationofgoodsfrom oneplacetoanothere.g.inthepre-

colonialperiodtheNyamweziandChaggafamiliesprovidedpottersforthelongdistance

traderstoandfrom thecoastandduringtheoccasionalmarketdays.

Familiesproducedleadersi.e.itshouldbenotedthatsincethepre-colonialsocietieswere

madeupoffamilies,leaderstoocamefrom thesefamiliese.g.amongtheBanyankore,it

wastheHimafamilythatprovidedleaderswhileinBugandaBalangirahouseproducedand

providedleadersthatweredeployedinvariousadministrativepostsundertheguidance

andwisdom oftheking.

Thefamilyinstitutionalsoencouragedtraditionaleducationi.e.itwasatthefamilylevel

wherechildrenweretaughtaspectslikebiosphere,hydrosphere,histosphere,workethics,

traditionalreligion,interpersonalrelationsetc.Tothistherefore,familynorms,ancestry,

originsanddisciplineweremaintainedandemphasizedthrougheducation,punishmentand

rewards.Thiscementedthesocialsocietalfabric.

Familiespromotedcultureinagivensocietyi.e.thefamilyactedasacustodianofthe

Africaculturenormsandtaboosthatremainedstrongbothatthefamilylevelandsocietal

levels.

Families provided security especially in decentralized societies like the Karamajong,

TurkanaandtheMasai.Ithesecommunities,thefamilywasapoliticalinstitutionwhere

boysweretrainedandnurturedtoserveasdefendersofsocietyandtheirhomestead.
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Families maintained trade routes through guarding and cleanliness e.g.among the

Nyamwezi,AkambaandYao.Thelongdistancetraderoutesweremaintainedbythe

variousfamiliesthatwereresidingorstayingalongthetraderoutes.Thisparticularly

explainstheincreasedvolumeoftradeespeciallyonthecentraltraderoute.

Variousfamiliesalsopaidtaxesandtributestorulers.Theypaidtaxesinform ofmoney,

food,minerals,cattle,womenetc.thisincreasedtheloyaltyandrevenueofthepre-colonial

societies.

Familiesgotinvolvedinthevariouseconomicactivitieslikefishing,mining,fruitsgathering,

tradeetc.whichboostedtheeconomicdevelopmentofthepre-colonialsocieties.Itshould

benotedthatsomefamilieswereknown/attachedtospecificeconomicactivitiese.g.boat

building,crafts,miningetc.

Insynopsis,thefamilyformedthebasisofthesocialeconomicorganizationofthepre-

colonialsocietiesbutmajorlyactingasacustodianoftheAfricancultureasdiscussed

above.

SUBTOPICII:THECLANSYSTEM

QUESTIONS:

a)Assesstheroleofclansystem inthesocialandeconomicorganizationofanyone

pre-colonialEastAfricansociety.

b)ExplainthesignificanceoftheClansystem amongtheBagandaduringthepre-

colonialperiod.

Aclancanbedefinedasagroupoffamiliesthatshareanancestry,origin,beliefand

culturalpracticesknownastheclannorms.Thereforeseveralfamiliesputtogetherformed

aclaninstitution.Theclansystem manifesteditsselfinanimalnamesortypes,plant

namesortypes,totemsorotherwisee.g.theelephantclan,thecattleclan,thegrass

hopperclan,edibleratclanetc.

ROLES/SIGNIFICANCEOFTHECLANSYSTEM
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Aclanwasthebasicunitofidentitythroughwhichalltheclanmembersweretracedand

known.Thiswasthroughtakingupclannames,respectfortheclantaboos,norms,clan

ancestryetc.giventhevariousidentitiesthroughclans;itbecameeasytomobilizesociety

forthesocialandeconomicundertakings.

Inmanysocieties,clansformedclancouncilsthatwereusedtoadministersociety.Inthe

decentralized societiese.g.Kikuyu and Gallaeach clan had acouncilofeldersthat

administeredit.AmongtheIteso,theclaninstitutionwasthehighestlevelofleadership.

Theclanspromotedinterclanrelationswithanotherstateorclane.g.amongtheBuganda,

interclanrelationswerepromotedthroughinterclanmarriages,tradeandfriendshipa

factorthatenhancedunityinthesociety.

Theclanpromotedinternalandexternaltradeinthepre-colonialsocietiesegamongthe

Nyamwezi,differentclansspecializedinprovidingdifferentservicestothelongdistance

tradersi.e.someclansactedaspotters,othersasguards,othersasguidesetc.InBuganda,

clansprovideditemsfortradeespeciallythosethatwereagainsttheirtotemsorclan

norms.

Theclansystem upheldreligiousvaluesthroughprayers,sacrificesandworship.Theclan

leadersalsoactedasreligiousleadersinthepre-colonialsetting.Theyledandpresided

overthevariousreligiousfunctions.

Theclansservedaseducationalcentersandinstitutionsthroughwhichyoungmembersof

theclanwereprovidedwiththeclaninformaleducationbytheclanelders.E.g.amongthe

Kikuyu,itwasthedutyofeachclantoeducateitsyoungonesabouttheclanvaluesand

taboos.

Clansguided,upheldandmonitoredthemoralsoftheirmemberswhichcouldguidethe

youngonesonmattersofdiscipline,goodconductandhygiene.Theclaneldersalways

emphasizedtherespectoftheclannormsandbeliefsamongtheclanmembers.Failureto

adhereorrespecttheclannorms,punishmentswereadministered.

Theclaninstitutionswerecentersofconflictresolutionwherebothinternalandexternal

disputeswerediscussedandguidedbytheclaneldersorthecouncilofelders.Itshouldbe



5

notedthatsuchdisputesweresettledusingthecustomarylaws.

Clansalwaysorganizeddefensiveunitsamongthemselvesbothfortheclanprotectionand

thesocietyatlarge.Itshouldbenotedthattheclanwarriorswereraisedfrom theclan

youthstodefendtheclanboundariesandthesocietyfrom externalattack.Theywerealso

usedincattleraids,forfoodandwomen.

Theclanspromotedcultureandpreservedit.Eachcladhaditsowntaboos(thedosand

don’ts)totems,normsandbelief(s)inwhichculturewaspromotedandemphasizedfrom

generationtogeneration.

Inconclusion,clansweresubstructuresofsocietynexttothefamilyinstitutionthrough

whichthesocialandeconomicorganizationwasbasedandorganized.Indecentralized

societies,therewerepurelypoliticalinstitutionshavingleaders,armiesandjudges.

SUBTOPICIII:AGEGRADES/SETS/GROUPS

Question:

a)Assesstheroleofthegradesinthesocialandeconomicorganizationofanyone

pre-colonialsocietyofEastAfrica.

Anagegrade/groupreferredtopeopleofthesameagebracketwhohadbeeninitiatedat

thesametime.Inthepre-colonialAfricansetting,agegroupingwasasystem ofsocial

organizationinwhichpeopleweregradedorclassifiedaccordingtotheirages,witheach

grouphavingitsownleaders(s)whowerechosenbasingonmeritandexperience.They

wereoftwotypesi.e.theseniorandjunioragegrades.Theagegradesweremorecommon

amongtheMasai,Kikuyu,Galla,Akamba,Bagisu,YaoandSabinyiorbasicallyamongthe

decentralizedsocieties.

Role/importanceoftheagegroups

Theagesetsdeterminedanddemarcatedsocietalrolesaccordingtoageandsex.The

youth/junioragegradehad theirown roleslikehearing animals,fetching water,etc.

differentfrom those ofthe seniorage grade/elders like leading trade expeditions,

educationandleadershipwererolesoftheelders.Thisthereforepromoteddivisionof
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labour.

Thesenioragesetswerealsoresponsiblefortheeducationoftheyouth/junioragesets

e.g.Among the Kikuyu,the youth wentthrough intensive education during initiation

sessionsastheywerebeingpreparedforadulthoodresponsibilities.Thiswasdonebythe

senioragesetandtheeducationinvolvedalotofmoralandsexinstructions.

Thesenioragesetsservedasleadersandadministratorsinthepre-colonialsetting.

Leaderswere nurtured and chosen from the seniorage grade,fortheywere highly

respected,knowledgeableandcapableofknowingthegoodandbad,therightandwrong

etc.that’swhytheyservedasrolemodels.

Agegradesfacilitatedtradeandcommercebothinternalandexternalespeciallyinlong

distancetrade.AmongtheNyamwezi,YaoandtheAkamba,thejunioragegradesserved

asguardsandpottertothecaravantrades.Aboveall,itwasthesenioragegrade(elders)

thatledtradeexpeditionstoandfrom thecoast.

Thejunioragegradesentertainedsociety/publicespeciallyonpublicsocialfunctionslike

marriageceremonies.Theyweretrainedintraditionaldancesanddramaandperformed

andentertainedtheelderse.g.amongtheBagisu,thejunioragegradesweretrainedand

alwaysentertainedusingthekadodidance.

Thejunioragesetoffered labourserviceto thecommunityespeciallyoncommunal

functionsi.e.theyfetchedwater,didthecookingduringburialtimes,theycleanedmarket

places,roadsandwells.Theyalsodidalotofdomesticworkdependingonthenatureof

thehomestead.

Agegroupsoftheseniorgradeledthehuntingactivitiesandthegatheringexpeditionsof

food,medicineandtradeitems.Theyalsotrainedthejunioragegradesonhowtoconduct

theaboveactivitieswhentheymatureasfamilyheads.Itwasamustofthejunioragesets

toalwaysmovewiththesenioragegradesinordertolearnandobservehow thingsare

done.

Theagegroupsservedtoforgeandpromotesocietalunitybasedoncommoncultural

practicesandrituals,membersofthesameagesetlookedateachotherasbrothersand
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theyalwayspulledeffortstogetherto solvetheproblemsofsocietyespeciallywhen

attackedbytheaggressors.

Theagegradesassistedinmaintaininglawandordere.g.duringtheinitiationceremonies,

theyouthwereeducatedonthenormsoftheirsocietyandwerewarnedstronglyagainst

abusingorviolatingthem.Therefore,thesenioragesets(elders)nservedasoverseersof

theyouthandatthesametimeasmoraljudges.

AgesetswereinstitutionsthatservetopromoteandpropagatetheAfricanculturessuch

as circumcision among the Kikuyu, Sabinyi and the Bagisu as well as

clictoridectomy/femalecircumcision.

Theagesetsdefendedsocietyagainstforeignaggressione.g.amongtheIteso,thesenior

agesetoftenfoughttoprotecttheirsocietyagainsttheKaramajongattacks.Amongthe

MasaiandtheKikuyuboys,thejunioragesetsweretrainedaswarriorforthesameroleof

defendingsocietalcattle,landorotherwise.

Theagesetspromotedsocietyexpansione.g.onceanagesetwasinitiatedamongthe

Galla,itmovedtoaseparategeographicalarea/locationwhereanindependentlifewas

startedwiththeirownyouthfulleaders.Thisinthelongrunledtosocietalgrowthand

expansion.

Inconclusion,theagegradesbasicallypromotedculture,socialcohesionandsocietal

valuesthatpromotedlawandorderandensuredsurvivalfrom generationtogeneration.

SubtopicIV:INITIATIONCEREMONIES/RITES

QUESTION

a)Assess the role of initiation/circumcision in the social and economic

setup/organizationinanyonepre-colonialsociety.

Initiationwasasocialinductionactivityperformedorgiventobothmenandwomenasa

transformation from child hood to adolescence oradulthood.Itwas performed on

individualswhohadbecomeofage.ItshouldbenotedthatmuchasnotallAfrican

societiesmarkedorperformedthisactivitywithoutstandingceremonies,mostofthem
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couldgivespecialrecognition.Duringtheinitiation,individualswentthroughphysical,

emotionalandpsychologicalchangesmeanttotransform him orherintoanadult.Oneof

themostinitiationriteswasthatofcircumcisionforthemenandclitoridectomyforgirls

andwomen.ItwascommonamongtheSabinyi,Masai,Galla,KikuyuandtheBagishu

communities.Circumcisioninvolvescuttingoffoftheforeskinoftheboys’maleorgan

(penis)whileclitoridectomyinvolvecuttingsomeportionofthegirls’femaleorgan(clitoris).

Inbothcases,bloodwasspilledandtheoperationwasverypainfulalthoughpainkilling

herbswereused.Theactivitywasacommunityorpublicaffair.Anotherform ofinitiation

tooktheform ofsecludingorforcingtheinitiatedyouthintotheforestsforaperiodlasting

forafew daystoseveralmonths.Aftertheinitiation,theinitiativeswereintegratedinto

publiclifeasadults.Theywerewelcomedwithceremoniesandgifts.Incommunities

where circumcision and clitoridectomywere notpracticed,otherforms ofinitiations

existede.g.takingandbrewingbeer,slaughteringanimals,pullingoftheclitorisinthebush

schoolamongtheBaganda,tattooingetc.

NB:inthediscussion,theinitiatedcandidateswillbereferredtoasinitiates.

IMPORTANCES/SIGNIFICANCEOFINITIATIONCEREMONIES

Initiationqualifiedtheindividualforfullresponsibilityathomeandwithinthecommunity.

Individualswerepreparedtoenjoyfullresponsibilitiesandsocialresponsibilities.

Initiationwasacentralbridgebetweentheyouthandtheadulthoodlifei.e.itmarkedthe

transitionfrom aperiodofignorancetotheperiodofknowledge.Itwasamechanism of

informationflowtotheyouthfulgenerationfrom theelderlygeneration.

Theinitiationprocessbridgedthemalesandfemalesintofatherhoodandmotherhood

throughsignalingpermissionofsexandchildbearing.

Thepracticesofinitiationprovidedtheyouthwithidentificationmarksforrecognitionas

membersofagivensociety.Suchmarksonone’sfaceorbodywereapracticeamongthe

Alur,KaramajongandtheTurkana.

Theinitiationpracticesprovidedtheinitiateswithaperiodoftraditionalschoolingduring

which they were equipped with matters ofliving/survivalin society.This process
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emphasizedculture,normsandcontinuityofsociety.

Initiationprovidedtheyouthwithphysicaltrainingthatcultivatedcourage,endurance,

perseveranceand obedienceinto theinitiate,whichweretheculturalpillarsofmost

societiesinthepre-colonialsetting.

Duringtheinitiationpractices,theinitiatereceivedspiritualblessingfortheirfuturelives

andresponsibilitiesastherewasageneralbeliefthatbloodwhichsplittotheground

duringtheinitiation(circumcision)connectedthem totheirancestorsthisinvitingthe

ancestralspiritstowitnesstheoccasion.

Theinitiationprocessbroughtradicalchangesespeciallygreatrespecttotheinitiatesas

theywerenowlookedatasnewpeoples,withmaturityandreadytotakeupresponsibilities.

Theinitiationprocesswasalsoaperiodofcourtshipinwhichfuturemarriedpartners

identifiedeachotherespeciallywerecourtshipdanceswereinvolved.Therefore,itbrought

socialcohesionanditwasasocializationfunctione.g.the“Kadodi”danceoftheBagisu.

Initiationwasamarkofsolemnunityandidentificationthroughwhichindividualswerefully

recognizedandattachedtotheirculturalrootsandsociety.

Theinitiationritesespeciallyforthemen(circumcision)reducedtheintensityoftheSTD’s

suchassyphilisandgonorrheawheretheman’spenisforeskinwouldhidegermsand

causehealthhazards.

Initiationceremonieswereoccasionsofentertainmentespeciallythesongs,dancesand

joythataccompaniedthem.

AmongtheSabiny,theinitiationpracticesandideaswerepartlyresponsibleforthestable

marriagesorfamilies.Femalecircumcisionwaspartlymeantforthemen’ssatisfaction

duringsexbytheirwivesandatthesameitreducedonthewomen’slibidothussafe

guardingagainstfornicationandadultery.

Untiltheindividualhadgonethroughtheinitiationprocess,wasconsideredanoutsider.

Oncebloodwasshed/spilt,thenonewasconsideredtobetrulyofsociety.Thebloodspilt

blinded/boundapersontothelandofancestorsorthedepartedmembersofthesociety.
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Theinitiationfestivalswereablessingandmarkedthematerialsacquisitionthroughgifts

andpresentslikecattle,chicken,goats,landandwomenwhichimprovedandenhancedthe

socialeconomicstatusoftheinitiates.Evenaftertheinitiationespeciallyforthemen,they

wouldqualifytoinherittheirfather’sproperty.

Duringtheinitiationprocesstheyoungpeoplegottheopportunitytobepreparedfor

marriage.

Duringtheseclusionperiod,theinitiatesweretaughtonhowtoraiseafamilywhichmade

them responsiblepeopleinthesociety.

Initiationwasrecognitionthattheindividualhadtransformedfrom childhoodtoadulthood.

Subtopicv:Traditionalindigenouseducation

Questions

a)Describethecharacteristicsoftraditionaleducationinthepre-colonialsettingof

EastAfrica.

b)How didtraditionaleducationpreparetheyouthtoparticipateinthesocialand

economicactivitiesoftheirsocieties?

c)Assestheroleoftraditionaleducationinthesocialandeconomicdevelopmentof

anyonesocietyofthepre-colonialperiod.

Thiswasapatternofeducationthatexistedinthetraditionalsocial-setupbeforethe

comingoftheEuropeans.Itwasindigenousanditaimedatproduction,continuityofthe

societyandmadeonefitinthesocietalnorms.Thistypeofeducationwasacquired

throughstorytelling,rituals,games,riddles,songsanddance.Thiswasmeanttoensure

thattheyoungdevelopedasenseofloyaltytotheircommunities.

Characteristicsoftraditionaleducation

Itwasinformali.e.itlackedclassrooms,educationsyllabusortimetable.Ithadnotrained

teachers and lacked assessmentand academic papers e.g.certificates,degrees or

diplomas.Becauseitlackedestablishedclassrooms,learningtookplacewheneverand
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whereversocialandeconomicactivitieswereconductedfrom.

Itwastheroleoftheelderstoimpartknowledgeandskillstotheyoungones.Theytaught

theyoungaboutdomesticaffairslikewelcomingvisitors,hygieneinahomeetc.the

grandparentsplayedapivotalroleandwerelargelyconcernedwiththehistoryandculture

ortheancestry.Atpubertystagetheauntiesanduncleswereparticularlyresponsiblefor

preparing the youth formarriage.They were taughtfamily managementskills,sex

educationanddisciplineandconduct.

Thepre-colonialeducationwasalsoinstitutionalizedi.e.basicallythefamily,clanandage

setinstitutions.Thetypeofknowledgeandskillsimpartedvariedwiththenatureofthe

institutions,familylevel,ancestryetc.attheclanlevel,clanancestryandtabooswere

emphasizedandMilitarytrainingformedapartoftheinformalsyllabusanddefending

societywasmoreprominentandparamount.Itshouldbenotedthattheagearrangement

emphasizedmilitarytasks.

Itwasnon-literatei.e.readingandwritingskillsorabilitieswerenottaughtoremphasized

andpracticalundertakingswereemphasized.Butsomescholarsarguethatthiswasso

becausetheAfricanslackedwritingpadsandmaterialsandthereforetheydesignedtheir

educationtofitinsuchcircumstances.Theeducationremainedbasedonmemory.

Itwasbasedincircumstanceorenvironmenti.e.histosphere,biosphere,hydrosphereetc.

eachsocietyhaduniqueenvironmentalfeatureswhicheventuallydeterminedthedetailsof

eacheducationalsystem.Theeducationcurriculum wasmadetosuittheenvironment.It

wasmeanttogiveeverymemberskillsandknowledgeinordertoadopttheenvironment.

Itwaspracticali.e.inthepre-colonialeducationsystem theaim wastoimpartskills,

strengthentalentsandotherrelevantknowledgetoenableself-sustenance.Itwasbasically

categorizedintotwoi.e.GeneralandSpecializedskills.Thegeneralskillswereimpartedto

everymemberofsocietyingenerallikefarmingskills,huntingskills,hygieneandmilitary

skills,Howeverspecializedskillscouldbeofferedtoanybodyofsocietywithextraordinary

talentsdependingonage.Suchskillsincludedtheblacksmith,medicalandadministrative

skills.
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Thetraditionaleducationneverhadstrictrulesortraditionsto follow e.g.Ithad no

standardsusedforteachingandtraining.Theteachersofthetraditionaleducationwere

parents,alladults,goodvisitors,eldersandgranparents.

Anygrownupadultwastoenforcedisciplinetoanychildandatanytimebecauseitwas

seenorviewedasasenseofsocialresponsibility.Thecurriculum oftraditionaleducation

included subjects like culture,politics,religion,health,discipline,medicine etc.The

traditionaleducationwasalifelongprocessitbegunchildhoodtoadulthoodandupto

death.

Conductanddisciplinewerecornerstones/pillarsoflivelyhoodi.e.allchildrenweretaught

tobeofgoodconduct,exhibithighmoralfabricsandbedisciplinedeginBugandaallgirl

childrenweretaughttokneelwhiletalkingtoeldersasasignofrespectandgoodconduct.

Foreplacesactedasclassroomsi.e.parentscouldgathertheirchildrenaroundfireplaces

intheeveningstotellthem storiesaboutancestors,godsetc.therefore,therewerenobuilt

classes.

Intelligent children were identified and prepared for leadership especially in the

decentralizedsocieties.

Traditionaleducationwasorali.e.itwascarriedoutbythewordofmouththereforeithad

nobooks,chalkboardsandlibraries.Traditionaleducationwasuniversalinalmostthe

wholeofEastAfricai.e.itwaswiththesametypeofteachers/elders,curriculum (syllabus)

thatemphasizedthesurroundingsandcultureetc.Noschooldues/feeswerepaidforthis

typeofeducationandnowagesorsalarywaspaidtotheteachers.Itwastheduty/

responsibilityoftheparentstoteachtheirchildrenconduct,societalethicsetc.

Traditionaleducationattimespromotedwarorviolencebecausechildrenweretaughtto

fightordefendtheirsocietyfrom theebadneighborsandalwaysmockbattleswere

preparedtothiseffect.

Testforevaluationexistede.g.inTeso,thegirlchildrenweregivencertaindutiesto

perform asawayoffindingoutwhethertheyhadlearntornot.Theyweretoldtoprepareor

cookdifferentfoodtypes,preparebeer(ajon),fetchwateretc.andifthegirlsperformedall
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thesetaskswell,theywereorshewasconsideredlearnt,educatedandanadultwhilethe

boyswouldbegiventhetestofconstructingahutalone.

Inthetraditionaleducation,learningtooktheform ofobservation,emulation,(copying)and

repetition.Itaimedatthepreservationoflanguageandtheculturalheritageofthepeople.

Inmanycases,traditionaleducationdidnothavespecificlearningcalendarandlearning

dependedontheagencyofthetheme.

Traditionaleducationwastaughtaccordingtoseparatesexese.g.girlswouldbetaught

separatelyaboutfemininedutieswhileboyswouldbetaughtaboutmasculineduties.Girls

wouldbetaughthowtocook,howtonurseamaninbed,howtoovercomemenstruation

difficulties.Etc.

Significanceofthetraditionaleducationinthesocialandeconomicorganization

The education system was very importantin preparing the youth forfuture social

responsibilitiesinsociety.Theyweretrainedinleadershiproles,medicine,marriageetc.

whichenabledthem toeffectivelyhandlefutureroleswhentherighttimecame.

Itequipped theyouth with thebasicskillsand knowledgeon practicalliving and in

particularonhowtohandledifferenteconomicactivitiessuchasagriculture,mining,trade,

fishingetc.inshort,itpreparedtheyoungforlife.

Thetraditionaleducationhelpedtoexplaintheearthlyabstracttotheyoung.Itequipped

theyouthwiththenecessaryknowledgeoranswersondifferentissueslikecausesofill

health,poorharvest,droughtanddefeatduringwar.Atthesametime,itexplainedcasesof

blessingssuchasrains,goodharvestandgoodhealthsociety.Theycametoknow how

andwhythedifferentphysicalfeaturesexistede.g.Mountains,thesun,moon,rivers,sun,

lakesetc.

Traditionaleducationwasasourceofhistoricalenlightenmentandenrichmenttotheyouth.

Throughthiseducation,pasteventse.g.theoriginofancestors,historicalbattlesthathad

beenfought,societalheritage,theearlymigrationpatternsetc.weremadeknowntothe

younginordertohaverightfocusindecisionmakingfortheirfuture.
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Thetraditionaleducationsystem protectedandsafeguardedtheAfricanculturalnorms

from erosionandabuse.Throughthesesystems,thebasicsocietalculturalpracticesand

tribalnormswereemphasized.

Thetraditionaleducationinstilledintheyoungthemoralvirtuesofsocietywhichpromoted

adenhancedthemoraldevelopmentofsociety.TheAfricanmoraleducationstandards

emphasizedrewardstothosewhoweremorallyuprightaswellaspunishmentforimmoral

people.

Traditionaleducationpromotedsocietalunityespeciallyamongthosecommunitieswhere

theyoungweretaughtinagesetasmembersofonefamily.Topromotethis,thesocietal

ancestrywasemphasized.

Sinceitssyllabuswasconcerningthesurroundingsortheenvironment,itenabledthose

whoreceivedittofiteasilytotheirareasofstayorresidence.Itshouldbenotedthatthe

Africanwayoflifedependedontheenvironmentwayoflifeofgivensociety.

Itpromotedhardworkamongtheyoungonesi.e.allchildrenweretrainedandtaughthow

workhardsoastosustainorbecomerich.Childrenfrom therichfamiliesweretrainedto

workhardsoastomaintainthewealthofthefamily.Itpromotedsocialandpolitical

defenseinthefamilyclanandsocietyatlarge.SocietiesliketheKaramajongtrainedtheir

childrenorsonstodefendcattleandtheirhomesteads.

Itpromotedpoliticaldevelopmentamongsocietiese.g.inBugandaandBunyoro,theboys

weretrainedandequippedwiththepoliticalcurriculum andaboveallhadtobesoldiers

which led to the developmentofstrong armies e.g.Abarusula from Bunyoro and

AbambowainBuganda.

Throughtraditionaleducation,entertainmentwaspromotedthuscontributingtothesocial

organization.Childrengotentertainedbecauseofthestoriestheylearntandlaterchildren

alsoentertainedadultsthroughmockbattles,wrestlinganddancingcompetitionsinan

attempttolearnthevariousskills.

TraditionaleducationpromotedcommunalworkorEvangelism.Childrenweretaughtto

perform communitydutiesasagroupe.g.bushclearance,harvesting,cleaningwellsor



15

springscollectivedefenseburialetc.

Throughtraditionaleducation,childrenwereproperlyinitiatedfrom childhoodtoadulthood.

Thistooktheform ofcounselingsessions,advicebytheeldersandeventheyweretaught

how toperform thevariousculturalriteslikecircumcisionamongtheBagisuandthe

Sabinyi.

Itpromotedstrongmarriagessincesociallymarriageswithinthesameclans(endogamous)

wereforbiddeninthecurriculum.Aboveallthegirlchildrenweretrainedtomaintaintheir

marriageswelle.g.howtopreparegoodfood,howtocareforbabies,givehusbandslove

charms,preparingwarm water,howtonurseamaninbedetc.allofwhichkeptmarriages

strong.

It promoted the spirit of self-reliance and independence among many societies.

Independencewasencouragedasitwouldunderminelaziness.Childrenweretaughttobe

self-reliantandindependentindecisionmakingandpracticese.g.boysthathadbecomeof

age,wereencouragedtoconstructtheirownhutsandtomarry.

Traditionaleducationpromotedgoodhealthandhygienewhichwerepromotedthrough

teachingthevariousmedicinesorherbsforthevariousdiseases.Thereforechildrenwere

taughtmedicinepractice.Alsotheyouthweretaughtaboutpregnancycare,cleanliness,

breastfeeding,menstruationcontrols,familyplanningmethods,sanitation,nutritionto

childrenandadults,bathing,washingetc.

Traditionaleducationpromotedspecializationbecausechildrenweretaughtbyparentsor

elders in specialized skills like medicines,crafts,boatbuilding,and cattle keeping

especiallyfortheKaramajong,BanyankoleandBagandarespectively.

N.B:Thetraditionaleducationiscriticizedforbeinglessuniversalandbeingnarrowminded

asitemphasizedsocietal,family,clanandchiefdom valueswhichindirectlypromotedinter

societalconflictsanddisharmony.Italsolackedcomprehensiveroom forevaluationofits

learnersinordertoassesstheachievementsandfailures.Inaddition,itpromotedcultural

rigiditiesandbreedtheinferioritysuperioritycomplexasgirlsweretaughttofearand

alwaysrespectmenatallcostsandmenalwaystaughttodisrespectorunderminewomen
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astheirminors.

SUBTOPICVI:THEAFRICANTRADITIONALRELIGION(ATR)

Question:

DescribethecharacteristicsandtheroleplayedbytheAfricanTraditionalReligioninthe

socialandeconomicorganizationofanyonesocietyintheearlyC19th.

Religionreferstoasystem ofbeliefintheexistingofGod,gods,supernaturalbeingsorthe

spirits.Therefore,theAfricanTraditionalReligionwasasocialcomponentwhichinvolved

thebeliefandworshipingoftheGod,gods,spiritsandphysicalfeatureslikemountains,

treesriversetc.professorJohnMbitidefinedAfricanTraditionalReligionasthebeliefin

Godandhisassistantsi.e.thesmallgods,ancestors,prophetsandotherreligiousleaders

onearth.TheAfricanTraditionalReligionhadthefollowingcharacteristics;

TherewasbeliefinthehighestGod.

Therewasthebeliefinothergodsandthebeliefintheexistenceofspiritsandancestors.

Therewasbeliefinlifeafterdeathi.e.thedeadwerenotnecessarilydeadastheycould

communicatethroughancestralspirits.

Sacrificesoffood,blood,alcohol,birdsandmoneywereofferedtotheGodandgods

throughreligiousleaders.

In the African TraditionalReligion,medicine men were dominantfeature as they

supplementedAfricanTraditionalReligion.

Religiousleaderspresidedoverreligiousfunctionssincetheymediatedbetweenthespirits

andthepeople.

EachclanortribehaddifferentnamesfortheGodandgodse.g.inBuganda,Godwas

calledKatondaorLisoddene,inBunyoro–Ruhanga,inAcholi–Rubanga,inBugisu–Were

etc.

Itwascharacterizedbysacredplacese.g.valleys,hills,bigtrees,lakesandattimesbuilt
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shrineswheresacrificeswereoffered.

TheAfricanTraditionalReligionwascharacterizedbymanyceremonieslikecircumcision,

burialrites,dancingetc.

Itwascharacterizedbyworshipandprayerinthetraditionalway.

Therewasabeliefthatheavensweretheworldofthedead.

Theybelievedinthepunishmentofimmoralpeople(sinners)bythegodsandGod.

Africansinterpretednaturalhappeningsreligiouslye.g.famine,death,accidents,droughts,

war,floods,earthquakesetc.

ThedimensionalperceptionsofAfricanTraditionalReligioninPre-colonialEastAfrican

societies

AfricantraditionalreligionhadadoctrinaldimensionoftheAfricanreligiousbeliefsand

teachings.AfricanswereexpectedtorespondtotheirreligiousobligationsbecauseGod

wasbelievedtobeverygoodbeing,thesupremecreator,veryloving,forgiving,veryholy,

omnipresent,omniscientandverypowerful,theprotectorofmankindandsustainer.There

waspunishmentforsinwaspunishablewhenonewasstillalive,notafterjudgmentday

whenoneisdead.

ItalsohadaRitualdimension,whichreferredtothepoliticalandovertpartoftheAfrican

traditionalreligiouslife,thebeliefsandteachings.ThesewerethingsthatAfricansdidto

expresstheirreligiousnessandsatisfytheirspiritualhunger.Theyincludedtheartand

symbols i.e.stools,sticks,cups etc.the music,dance and drama,the traditional

ceremoniesofnewrain,moonetc.etc.

African moralreligiousresponsibilitywasa partoftheethicaldimension ofAfrican

Traditionaleducation.Onewastobeconsideredreligiouswhenhe/shewereobserved

morallyuprightinsociety.Africanswereobligedtorespectthenormsofsociety,incline

withthedosanddon’tsofaparticularindividual,oranentiresociety,intheform ofgood

health,manychildren,greatharvestsetc.whileimmoralitywasrewardedwithpunishment

alsoeithertoanindividualortheentiresocietyandtherefore,tothosepeoplestillalivethis
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tooktheform ofcalamitieslikedrought,pooryieldsandamongothers.

Africantraditionalreligionhadamythicaldimensionwheretherewerereligiouspointsthat

Africanwordswereusedtoillustrate.TheseincludedtheAfricannamesofpeopleand

places,wisesayings,riddles,poemsandthestoriesetc.Thesewordswereimportantly

usedtoexplaintherealityandteachabouttheseeminglyabstracteventsliketheoriginof

theuniverseandthenatureandcharacterofGod.Theword“Katonda”asusedbythe

Bagandaforexamplewastoillustratethecharacterofthecreator,theSupremeBeing

aboveallotherbeings,whichisresponsiblefortheentirecreation.

In pre-colonialAfrican societies,African traditionalreligion also had an experiential

dimensionwhereAfricanexperiencesthatbefellmankindwereexplained.Experiencesby

individualswereneitheraccidentalnorabstractevents,butmechanismsthroughwhich

Godandthevariousancestralspiritscommunicatedtothelivingpeopleandhelpedin

resolvingsocietaltroubles.

AfricanTraditionalreligionalsohadanorganizationaldimensionwherebytherewasorder

toberespectedbyman.AccordingtotheAfricana,Goddidnotoperateinisolationoralone.

Godhadassistantsthesmallgods,theancestors,highpriests,theprophetsandother

religiousleadersonearth.Godwastoberespectedbyalltheotherbeingsbybeingholy.

ManwasnottoapproachGoddirectly,butthroughthegods,spiritmediumsandancestors.

Manandthenonlivingthingsheldtheleastplaceintheontologicalorderofbeing.

TheimportanceofAfricanTraditionalReligioninthepre-colonialEastAfrica

Itwasasourceofsocietalunity,abingingfactorforagivencategoryandgroupfpeople,

oftenarisingfrom similarreligiousbeliefandpractices.TheBagandaforinstancewereso

muchunitedbythesamebeliefsin“Katonda”andothertraditionalgodslikeNalubale.

According to Ogot,(pg 300),religion had signsofcomradeship and commitmentto

brotherhood.

Italsoprovidedleadershipinsociety.AccordingtoOgotpg300,prophetKinjikitilewho

livedatNgarambeneartheRufijiRiverdistributedmagicwater“MajiMaji”andledhis

peopleagainsttheGermancolonialist.
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Itpromotedmoralityinsociety,particularlythroughitsethnicofpunishmentofwrong

doerswhilestillaliveandtherewardforthosemorallyupright,throughblessings.Tothis

therefore,itcompelledpeopletowardsrespectingcommunalnormsandavoidfalling

victim ofthedon’tsinsociety.

Traditionalreligionwasalsoabasisoftraditionalculturalpreservationandpractice.Itwas

awayoflife.Itwasfoundinallaspectsofhumanlife,social,politicalandeconomic.

AfricantraditionalreligioncelebratedtheAfricanlifesocially,economicallyandpolitically.

Allritesofpassage,conception,pregnancy,birth,naming,marriage,death,wentthrough

religiouscelebrations.Ontheseshouldbeaddedtheotheroccasionalcelebrationslikethe

enthronementofasocialleader,agreatharvest,asuccessfulharvest,newrainsandmoon.

Allthesecelebrationsweremadelivelyandmeaningfulwiththeincorporationofthe

religiousbeliefsandpractices.

ItwasonlythroughthisreligionthatAfricanswereabletosatisfytheirspiritualhungerthat

nothingelsecouldaffordtosatisfyit.Thereligiousbeliefsandpractices,likemusic,

dancinganddrama,prayersandsacrificestothedivinebeingsetc.helpedpeopletobridge

anyreligiousgapfeltbytheAfricans.

Thereligioninmanywayshelpedmaintainsocietallawandorder,forharmonyandpeace

toexist.

Throughthereligion,itwaseasytoidentifywrongdoersinsociety,whocouldaccordingly

be with necessary punishments.Beside,many people harbored medicine and were

thereforepotentialcausersoftroubleto others.Thistensereligioussituationhelped

ensurepeopledidnotantagonizethewellbeingofothers,

ItwasonlytheAfricanreligiousexperiencethatprovidedanswerstomanysomewhat

abstracteventsinsociety,likedeathanditscauses,thedestinyofmanafterdeath,the

originofsin,theoriginoftheuniverse,thecauseofdayandnight,etc.thebasicreliable

answertoallthesequestionswasfoundinreligion,thatthereisoneSupremeBeingabove

allothers,responsibleforeveryearthlyexistenceandhappenings–God.

Religionalsohelpedovercomesocialcalamityandchallengesinsocietylikedrought,



20

sicknessandepidemics,barrenness,impotence,maritalproblemsetc.peoplewhooften

foundthemselvestiedupintheseproblemsoftenconsultedtheirlocalreligiousleadersfor

solutionsofwhichtheycouldfinallyget.Traditionalreligiousfunctionscouldbeperformed

andsuchchallengeswouldbeseenoff.

Africantraditionalreligionprovidedforhopefulandhappylifeafterdeath,withnofearfor

deathbecauseanysinnerwaspunishedwhenstillalive.InsteadAfricanscelebrateddeath

andunderstooditasapathleadingtoanotherworld,theworldofthelivingdeadand

ancestrialworld.

Traditionalreligionwasasourceofidentityinthepre-colonialsociety.Ones’particularway

ofbeliefandpracticehelpedidentifythepersonwithagivenfamily,clanandcommunity.

Tothisextentreligionacknowledgedthefactthatsomeonebelongedtoagivengroupof

people.

Africantraditionalreligionhoweverhadthefollowingcriticisms.

Thereligionlackedaclearfounder.Therewerenoreformersandcontinuitythusdyingout

withdeathanddisappearanceofitsoldbelievers.Itlackedwrittenscriptures.Ithadno

recordedquoteforreferenceastheHolyScriptures.

ItwaslessuniversalallAfricansbutrathertribalinbeliefandpractice.Everycommunity

haditsownwayofpracticingthisreligioninrespectofitstraditionalbeliefs,customsand

normsbutimportantlyholdingthesamemeaningforallpracticingcommunities.Ithadno

knownuniform doctrineforallsocieties.

Africanreligionfeaturedexcesspunishmentsforwrongdoing,someofwhichaffected

thosewhohadnotbeenpartoftheerror.Punishmentlikedrought,famineandsocial

sicknessweremuchformankind.

TraditionalAfricanreligionswerecharacteristicsofinhumanpracticeslikethemurderof

thetwinsaswasthecaseamongtheKaramajongs,spearingofhumanbeingsduringthe

enthronementofkings,eatingandswallowingofhumanbloodbymanetc.thiswasbeing

toobarbaric.
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Summaryofthesignificance/roleoftheAfricanTraditionalReligion

Traditionalreligionwasabasisofculturalpresentationandpractices.ItformedtheAfrican

wayoflifeasittouchedallaspectsofhumanityinthesocial,politicalandeconomic

spheresoflife.Therefore,theAfricantraditionalReligionwasanintegralpartoftheAfrican

culture.

TheAfricanTraditionalReligionwasachannelthroughwhichAfricanlifewascelebrated

socially,politically and economically including rites of conception,birth,initiation,

pregnancy,marriage,namingdeathandlifeafterdeathwentthroughreligiouscelebrations.

TheAfricantraditionalreligionwasalsousedincelebrationsliketheenthronementof

societalleaders,greatharvest,afavorablehunt,newrainsandthenewmoon.

TheAfricantraditionalreligionwasusedinthemaintenanceoflawandorder.Itpromoted

harmonyandthepeacefulco-existence.ThroughtheAfricantraditionalReligionitwaseasy

to identify wrong doers,who could be accordingly rewarded with the necessary

punishments.

ItwasonlytheAfricanreligiousexperiencesthatprovidedanswerstotheabstractevents

inthesocietylikedeathanditscauses,thedestinyofmanafterdeath,theoriginofsin,the

originoftheuniverse,thecausesofdayandnightetc.therefore,allreliableanswerswere

foundintheAfricanTraditionalreligion.

ThroughtheAfricanTraditionalReligion,socialcalamitiesandchallengesweresolvedin

societye.ggdrought,disease,sickness,importance,marriageproblemsetc.solutionswere

foundasthepopulationconsultedtheirlocalreligiousleaderswhocouldperform religious

functionstoappealtothespiritsorgodsforsolutions.

TheAfricantraditionalreligionprovidedahopefulandhappylifeafterdeathsincethe

wrongdoershadbeenpunishedonearth.Aboveall,itremovedthefearfordeathasitis

casewithIslam andChristianity.Anysinfulnesswaspunishablewhenonewasstillalive.

Therefore,Africanscelebrateddeathastheyunderstooditaspathleadingtoanotherworld

i.e.theworldofthelivingdead.

TheAfricantraditionalReligionwasasourceofidentityinsocietyi.e.one’sparticularway
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ofbeliefandpracticehelpedtoidentifythepersonwithagivenfamily,clanandcommunity.

Therefore,AfricanTraditionalReligionacknowledgesthefactthatsomeonebelongedtoa

givengroupofpeople.

ThroughtheAfricantraditionalreligion,Africanswereabletosatisfytheirspiritualhunger

throughreligiouspracticesthatinvolvedmusic,danceanddrama,prayersandsacrificesto

thedivinebeingswhichhelpedtobridgeanyreligiousgap-sufferedbytheAfricans.

TheAfricanTraditionalReligionwasusedasatoolofmortalityinsocietyespecially

throughitsemphasisontheethicofpunishmentofthewrongdoerswhilestillaliveandthe

reward forthose who were morallyuprightthrough blessings.Therefore the African

TraditionalReligioncompelledpeopletowardsrespectingcommunitynormsthusavoided

fallingvictimsofthedon’tsofsociety.

TheAfricanTraditionalReligionpromotedunitysinceitwasabindingfactorcuttingacross

families,clansandstateswithsimilarreligiousbeliefsandpracticese.g.theBagandawere

somuchunitedbythesamebeliefinmandwaandtheothernaturalgodslikeMukasa,

Ddunguetc.

TheAfricantraditionalreligionfacilitatedagriculturalactivitiesi.e.inmanyagricultural

communities,theagriculturalpracticesweremixedwiththeAfricanTraditionalReligione.g.

amongtheIteso,farmersusedtoofferprayersfortheseedsbeforeplantingthem and

duringtheharvest,sacrificeswereofferedtothegods.Therefore,highharvestswere

attributedtothegodsofrainswhilethebadharvestwereattributedtothegodsofdrought.

ThroughtheAfricanTraditionalreligionleadersemerged.Eachsocietyforexampleha

religiousleadersandconsultantswhoactedaspriestprophets,seers,soothsayerswho

couldinterpretmanyaspectsofsociety.Thesealsoforetoldthebadorgoodopportunities

ofgivensocietye.g.thebadorgoodopportunitiesofagivensocietye.g.theMwaricult

leaderamongtheNgoni,OrkoiyotamongtheNandietc.

AfricanTraditionalReligionprovidedpeoplewithmedicinemenwhowerereligiousleaders

butactedashealers,herbalists,counselors,witchdoctorsetc.whohelpedmanydiseases

beforethecomingofmodernmedicine.TheAfricanmedicinementhereforeusedmedicine
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suchassoil,water,leaves,roots,eggshellsetc.dependingonthelevelofbelief.

AfricantraditionalreligionwasachannelthroughwhichAfricanscommunicatedwiththe

ancestorswhichkepttheirspirituallivesactive.

AfricanTraditionalReligionplayedveryimportantroleinfacilitatingtraditionaleducation.It

shouldbenotedthatAfricanTraditionalReligionwasoneofthewidestsubjectstaughtto

childrenthroughoutthetraditionalEastAfricae.g.childrenweretaughttoknowthegods,

theimportanceofsacrifices,theimportanceofancestorsetc.

SUBTOPICVII:ISLAM INEASTAFRICA

Question

AssesstheimpactoftheIslamicinfluenceonthepeopleofEastAfricaintheearlyC19th

Islam wasintroducedbytheAsians,Persiansfrom Arabia,Syria,Iraq,Turkeyetc.wayback

intheC12thandC13thcenturies.Itleftbehindsignificantsocialandeconomicimpacts

amongthecoastalstatesofKilwa,Malindi,Mogadishu,Zanzibar,Pembaetc.andEast

Africaingeneralasbelow;

Islam openedthecoastofEastAfricatotheoutsideworld.Indeedafterthecomingof

Islam.ThecoastalpeoplebeguntotradewiththeoutsideworldlikeArabia,Persia,Turkey

andEuropewhichbroughtinotherformsofcivilization.

ThroughtheIslamicinfluence,manycoastaltownsbecameveryimportantstatesofwealth,

tradeandpowere.g.thecoastalstatesofZanzibarandKilwaactedasgreatcommercial

centersoftheearlycenturies.

TheIslamicinfluencebroughtcommercialfarming/plantationatthecoast.Newcropsand

foodse.g.rice,wheat,spices,cloves,fruits,cowpeasetc.wereintroducedbytheMuslim

Arabsatthecoastthuswideningthecrophusbandry.

TheIslamicinfluenceledtothedevelopmentoflargeurbancentresalongthecoast.The

coastaltownsdevelopedfrom smalltradingandsettlementcentersintolargescaleurban

centerssuchasMombasa,KilwaandZanzibar.
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TheMuslim Arabsacquiredalotofwealthalongthecoastthroughtaxesandfarming.This

laterledtotheemergencyoftheIndianBanyans(classofwealthytraders)whoboosted

thetradingactivitiesatthecoast.

TheMuslim Arabsintroducedmanyeconomicactivitiesatthecoastegboatbuildingwas

introducedinZanzibarandfishingwascarriedoutonalargescale.

TheIslamicinfluenceledtothedevelopmentoftradingcontactsbetweenthecoastandthe

interiorandasaresult,longdistancetradeandivorytradedevelopedandboomed.

TheMuslim Arabtradersintroducedminedcoinsthatreplacedcowrieshellsandthebarter

system ofexchangewhichwasunreliable.Thisfacilitatedthetradingactivitiesatthecoast.

TheMuslim ArabstradersexploitedtheAfricansaslaborersontheirfarmsaspotters,

laborersontheclovesandricefarms.Thisthereforechangedthesocio-economicstatus

astheyearnedwages.

TheIslamicinfluencethatcamewiththeMuslim Arabsledtothedisappearanceofthe

Africancrafts,skillsandart.Thecoastalpeoplebegancopyingnewskillsfrom theMuslim

Arabse.g.thebuildingstylesandevenabandonedtheirAfricanironimplementsforthe

foreigne.g.thedaggers.

TheIslamicinfluenceattractedChristianityfrom Europee.g.thePortuguese,Britishandthe

FrenchcametotradeandpreachtheChristiandoctrinesasawayofchallengingIslam.

TheIslamicinfluenceledtothelossoftheAfricanTraditionalReligionalongthecoastas

theAfricansbecameMuslimsorwereforcedtobecomeMuslims,thusadoptinganew

religiouscultureatthecoast.Itinvolvedtheconstructionofmosquesthatreplacedthe

Africantraditionalshrines.

TheMuslim Arabsintermarriedwiththecoastalpeoplethusproducinganew raceof

peopleknownastheafro-Arabswhichincreasedthepopulationatthecoast.

TheIslamicinfluencecamealongwiththeSwahililanguagei.e.itwasamixtureofArabic

andtheBantuAfricanlanguages.Swahilithereforegraduallyledtothedisappearanceof

theAfricanlanguagesasitbecameboththecommercialandofficiallanguageatthecoast.
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TheIslamicinfluencebroughtliteracy/educationthroughtheIslamickoranicschoolthey

wereestablishedalongthecoast.AlthoughtheeducationwasdominatedbyIslamicfaith

anddoctrines,itbenefitedtheAfricanchildrenasitcontributedorreducedontheliteracy

levels.

TheIslamicinfluencecamewithnew fashionstylesandculturese.g.thesittinghabitof

crossedlegs,eatingrice,thedressingcodeofkanzus,Hijabsandveils.Thiserodedthe

traditionalfashionsandculturesofthecoastalpeople.

TheIslamicinfluenceledtotheintroductionofthesharialaw oratthecoasti.e.New

quraniccourtsoflawwhereestablishedandtheMuslim judgeswereputinplacetosettle

casesofbothAfricansandtheArabs.ThisthereforedestroyedtheAfricasystem oflaws.

SociallytheMuslim Arabsbecamethenew rulersorsocialleadersalongthecoast.This

wasbecausetheywerewealthierthantheAfricans.ThereforeAfricanslosttheirsocialand

politicalpositionstotheMuslim Arabs.

TheIslamicinfluencestrengthenedtheunityofthecoastalpeopleasIslam actedasa

bondofunityamongthecoastalpeople.

SubtopicVIII:Thepre-colonialsocietiesofEastAfrica

Beforetheadventofcolonialism inEastAfrica,twotypesofsocietiesexistedi.e.the

centralized and decentralized societies.Centralized societies were kingdoms under

recognizedrulersandtheywerelargelyintheinterlacustrineregione.g.Buganda,Bunyoro,

Karagwe,AnkoleandWanga,whilethedecentralizedsocietieswerethoseunderclan

councilsandweregovernedbyeldersandwerepurelysegimentaryinnaturee.g.the

Nyamwezi,Akamba,Kikuyu,Nandi,Masai,Galla,Karamajong,Iteso,Acholi,Bagisuetc.

BUGANDAKINGDOM

Bugandawasstrategicallylocatedintheinterlacustrineregionandbecamestrongafterthe

collapseofthebigChweziEmpire.Thereforeitcanbesuggestedthatitwasinitiallypartf

theChweziEmpire.Thekingdom gotestablishedintheNorthWestofLakeVictoriaandthe

EastofBunyoroKingdom betweenL.KyogaandAlbert.



26

TheoriginsofBugandaareattributedtotwotheoriesi.e.Accordingtothetraditionsin

Buganda;thefirstMugandawasKintuwhowaswidelybelievedtohavecomefrom the

directionofMt.Elgon.AroundtheC13thhepassedthroughBugishu,Budamaandfinallyto

Bugandawherehecapturedandcrownedhimselftheheadofclans(Ssabataka).Heis

believedtohavecomewith13–14ofthepresentdayclansofBuganda.Accordingtothe

traditionsinBunyoro,thefounderofBugandawasprinceKimerawhocamefrom Bunyoro

around1374.HewasbelievedtohavebeenatwinbrothertoRukidiMpugaIsingoma,the

founderofBitodynastyinBunyoro.Heisbelievedtohavecomewithsixclans.

N.B:Whateverthearguments,whatiscertainisthatBugandastartedasasmallnucleus

statecomprisingofonlyBusiro,MawokotaandKyadondoaround16th.

ThegrowthanddevelopmentofBugandaKingdom

Question;

a)DescribethegrowthanddevelopmentofBugandakingdom duringtheearly19th.

BugandasprungupafterthecollapseoftheChweziEmpireintheC16th.Itstartedasa

smallstatemadeup onlykyadondo,Mawokotaand Busiro counties.Thesystematic

expansionbeganwithKabakaKateregaaroundtheC17th,whoextendedtheboundariesof

thekingdom toGomba,Butambala,SingoandKyagwe.

Aroundthe18th (1750)anyimmigrantsarrivedfrom Bunyoro,Mt.Elgonareasandthe

SsesseislandsespeciallytheBavuma.ThisincreasedBuganda’spopulation.

Between1780–1789,KabakaJjunjufoughtawaragainsttheBanyoroandmanagedto

conqueredBuwekulaandBwerawhichheaddedontoBuganda.Between1831and1851

KabakaSsunaattackedBunyoroandcrashedit.

In the C18th still,Kabaka Mawanda tried to annex Busoga buthis efforts were

unsuccessful.ItwasnotuntilKabakaKyabaggu’srulethatBusogawasfinallyconquered.

AroundtheC19thMawogola,Bululi,BulemeziandBugererewereannexedtoBugandaand

thiswasdoneattheexpenseofBunyoro’sdecliningpower.
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DuetothecomingoftheBritish,Mutesa1managedtogetmilitaryassistanceinform of

gunsfrom theBritish.ThissupportenabledBugandatodefeatalmostallherneighbors.

The 1900 Buganda agreementgave Buganda the two lostcounties i.e.Buyaga and

BugangayiziwhichincreasedBuganda’sterritorialintegrityfrom 10countiesto12.

BytheC19thBugandawasatthepeakofitsgreatnessasitstretchedfrom LakeAlbertto

RiverNileintheEastandborderedbytheBahayainNorthernTanzania.

FactorsforgrowthandexpansionofBugandaKingdom

Questions

1.AccountforthegrowthandexpansionoftheBugandaKingdom duringtheearly

19th.

2.Towhatextentdidthesocialandeconomicorganizationcontributetothegrowth

anddevelopmentofBugandakingdom intheearly19th?

3.Economicfactorswereprimarilyresponsibleforthegrowthanddevelopmentof

BugandaKingdom intheearly19th.Discuss.

BugandastartedasasmallstatemadeupofonlythreecountiesofBusiro,Kyaddondoand

Mawokota.Therefore,theywereeasytodefendandadministereffectivelyandthat’swhy

theyactedasfoundationcountiesthatledtothegrowthandexpansion.

Bugandawasgiftedwithfertilesoilsandenoughrainfallalmostthroughouttheyear.Even

thewaterbodiesaroundthekingdom andtheswampyareasensuredcrophusbandryor

theproductionofMatooke(bananas)throughouttheyear,thussustainingthegrowing

population.Theygrew alsoyams,beansandatlaterstagepotatoeswhichsustained

Buganda’spopulation.

Bugandaby1844hadestablishedtradelinkswiththecoastalArabsandthekhartoumers

from SudanintheNorth.Shewasthereforeabletoobtaingunsandammunitionsfrom

them thathelpedhertoexpand.Shealsolevied/collectedtaxesfrom thepassingcaravans.

Bugandasuperiormilitaryalsohelpedhertoachievethepositionofdominancyinthe
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interlacustrine.Shehadawell-organizedarmy;equippedwithgunsfrom theArabsan

alwaysreadytodefendandexpandthekingdom.

Thekingdom hadstrongandpowerfulkingslikeKaterega,Jjunju,Ssuna,Kyabaggu,Mutesa

1etc.whocarriedoutconquestthatledtotheexpansionofthekingdom andbeefficiently

organizede.g.KabakaKatereggaconqueredGomba,ButambalaandSingowhileKabaka

JjunjuannexedthehighlyironrichprovinceofBuddu.

Bugandagrewandexpandedbecauseofthekingshipinstitutionthatwashereditary.Itwas

theeldersonwhowassupposedtosucceedhisfatherupondeath.ItwastheKatikiroand

theMugemaandattimestheNamasole(QueenMother)whoweresupposedtochoose

andcrownthenew king.Thisminimizedsuccessiondisputesandensuredpeaceand

stability.

Bugandatookadvantageofherneighborstogrowandexpand.Bunyorolostlargechunks

oftheterritorytoBugandaaswellasBusoga.ThiswasbecauseBusogaandBunyorowere

weakanddisorganizedduetothepowerstruggles.Thisenabledher(Buganda)tobethe

mostpowerfulstateintheregion.

BugandagainedpowerorstrengthasaresultoftheBritishpresenceintheregion.The

BritishgavehergunswhichgreatlysupportedhercampaignsagainstBunyoro.Captain

FredrickLugardgavetheBaganda500gunswhichtheyusedtosubduetheBunyoro.Asa

resultofdefeatingtheBanyoro,BuugandawasrewardedthetwolostcountiesofBuyaga

andBugangayizi.Thisincreasedhersizefrom 10countriesto12.

TheGandasocietywasstructuredinawaythatwomencultivatedland,plantedand

harvestedcropswhilemenconcentratedonfishing,hunting,trading,backclothmakingand

ironsmelting.ThisdivisionoflabourencouragedspecializationwhichhelpedBugandato

grow.

ThestrategiclocationofBugandaalsogaveheranadvantage.Thekingdom wasboarded

byLakeVictoriainthesouthwhichprotectedherfrom thesouthernattacksespeciallyfrom

Tanzania.ShealsohadanavalfleetonLakeVictoriawhichensuredsecurity.Shewasalso

protectedbyRiverNiletogetherwithathickforestintheEastandbyLakeKyogainthe
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North.Therefore,giventhesenaturalprotections,shewasabletogrow.

Bugandahadawell-developedtransportsystem ofmurram roadsrunningfrom thecapital

(Mengo)toallcountriesandsub-counties.Thesewereconstructedandmaintainedbya

socialmobilizationprogrammeknownas“Bulungibwansi”.Theseroutes/roadseasedthe

movementofpeopleandtheirgoodshencefacilitatinggrowthandexpansioninthelong

run.

Inconclusion,bytheC19thBugandawasthemostpowerfulintheinterlacustrineregionto

theextentthatanEnglishexplorerH.M Stanleydescribeditasthe“GardenofEden”.

StructureofBugandakingdom

Question

DescribetheeconomicandsocialorganizationoftheBugandakingdom duringtheearly

C19th.

Economicorganization

AgriculturewasthebackboneofBugandaanditwascommunitybased.Itwascarriedout

onthefertileloam soilsupportedbyfavorableclimatewithsustainablerainfallthatforced

bothbi-annualandperennialcrops.Bananas(Matooke)weretheirstaplefoodandother

cropsincludedyams,beans,potatoes,cassavaandvegetables.Itshouldbenotedthat

theirdivisionoflabouremphasizedthatwomencultivatedthegardenswhilemenleftto

otheroccupationslikehunting,fishingetc.ontopofagriculture,theydomesticatedanimals

andbirdsformilk,meatandeggs.TheKabakaandhischiefskeptlargeherdsofanimals

latertheBahimaherdsmenlookedaftertheKabaka’sanimals.

Bugandacarriedoutbothintra-andintertrade.Intratradeinvolvedtheoccasionalmarket

daysthatwereorganizedonvillage,SubCountyandcountylevels.Atthesametime,the

Bugandapracticedinter-regionalwithherneighbours.TheysuppliedBunyorowithavariety

ofproductslikedryfishinexchangeforsaltsandirontools.Thistradeexpandedbecause

Bunyoro had two rareproductsofiron and saltfrom LakeKatwewhich washighly

demandedbytheneighboringstatesespeciallytheBaganda,ItesoandtheLangi.Itwasout
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ofthistradethattherewasaneconomicrevolutioninBuganda’scrophusbandry.

Inaddition,therewastheintroductionofthelongdistancetradeinthe1840’s.from this

timeonwards,contactwiththecoastalArabsdidnotonlychangetheeconomiclifeofthe

Bugandabutalsothepoliticalstatus.TheArabsintroducedgunsinBugandathusmakingit

powerfulespeciallywiththeincreasedwarfarewithherneighbours.Thecoastaltraders

deliveredgoodslikegunscottonclothes,daggers(swords),beads,glasswareetc.in

exchangeforslaves,ivory,hides,skins,ostrichfeathersetc.

Owingtotheirmysteryoverbackclothmaking,Bugandaproducedfinebackclothand

exchangedifforitemstheydidnotproducelikeirontoolsfrom Bunyoroandtheshort-red

hoesfrom Teso.Bugandahadotherspecialistslikethecanoemakersandcraftsmenwho

mademats,necklaces,Bunglesetc.

RaidingwasalsovitalinBuganda’seconomy.Sheconstantlyraidedherneighborslikethe

BunyoroandBasogaforslaves,cattleandivory.Womenslavesweregivenoutbythe

Kabakatohisloyalmenandthesurplusmenslaveswouldbesoldtoslavetradersfor

incomegeneration.

Huntingformedthebasisoftheeconomicsystem too.Itwascarriedoutbymeninthevast

forestsofBuganda.TheyhuntedanimalslikeBuffalos,antelopes,elephantsforivory,wild

pigs,lionsandleopards.TheKabakaalsohuntedduringhisfreetimeintheroyalforests.

AlsoBugandacarriedoutfishingespeciallyamongtheBavumaontheSsesseislands.It

wasalsocarriedoutonRiverNile,LakeVictoria,LakeKyogaandallthecatchmentswampy

areas.Itshouldbenotedthatourswamps,theBugandadugoutclaywhichwasusedfor

pottery.

Taxationwasanotherform ofrevenueforthekingdom.Thesewereinform offood,

livestock,ivoryetc.Sometaxeswereleviedfrom thecaravantradersofthelongdistance

tradeenroutetoareaslikeBunyoroandAcholiland.TheseboostedBugandaeconomy.

TributesalsoboostedtheeconomicmuscleofBugandaanditimprovedtheireconomic

livelihood.Tributes(gifts)weregiventotheKabakaasasignofloyaltyfrom theconquered

stateslikeBusogaandAnkole.Suchtributesincludedminerals,foodstuffs,cattleand
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women.

Socialorganization

Socially,Bugandahadaform ofsocialdivisionthoughitwasnotsomuchpronouncedlike

intheirsocieties.Suchdivisionwasbasedonthelevelofthestatus.Atthetopofsocial

ladder,therewastheKabakaandtheroyalfamily(Abalangiraand Abambejja).They

enjoyedprivilegesandalmostunlimitedrights.Beneathorbelowtheroyalfamilywerethe

chiefsornobles(Abakungu)consistingofallchiefsappointedbytheKabakanamely(the

Saza,GombololaandMulukachiefs).Theclanheadsalsobelongedtothiswealthyclassof

peoplethatownedlargepiecesofland.Atthebottom ofthesocialladder,werethe

peasants(Abakopi)andtheywerenotrespected,workedfortheupperclassandwere

generallypoor.Theywerealwaysexpectedtooffermilitaryservicesandlabouronpublic

worksandroads.Belowthepeasants,weretheslaves(Abaddu)whowerealwayscaptured

from theconqueredstateslikeBusogaandBunyoro.

TheGandasocietywasorganizedonclanbasisi.e.animal,fishandplantnameswere

givenastotemslikethelionclan,edibleratclan,grasshopperclan,theelephantclan,etc.

each ofthose clanshad a clan head,specialareasoforigin and burialsiteswere

emphasizedundertheclansystem.ItshouldbenotedthattheKabakawastheheadofall

clans(Ssabattaka/Ssabalangira).Itshouldalsobenotedthatfamiliesformedaclanand

weretightlyheldtogetherbybloodkinship.Thisbroughtaboutsocialunityandcohesion.

Buganda’ssocialsystem didnotpermitanyonetomarryfrom thesameclan(endogamous)

butinterclanmarriageswereencouraged(exogamous).

Religiously,theKabakawasthespiritualleaderofBuganda.Hewasconsideredsemi-divine

withdirectlinkstoancestors.TheBugandabelievedinsmallgodsanddifferentspirits

wereconsultedondifferentmatterlikeMusokeforrain,Walumbefordeath,Mukasaforthe

lakes,Nagawonyefordroughtsetc.AmongtheBagandawerethedivinerswhoconsulted

thespiritsonbehalfofothers.Theyalwaysaskedforgiftslikegoats,cows,birdsetc.and

werehighlyrespected.TheBagandabelievedinwithcraftsi.e.sorcererswerealways

consultedforsolutions.Therewasalsoclassoftheherbalistswhotreatedthosewhowere

sick.TheBagandabelievedinthesupernaturalbeingknownasKatondaorLisoddene.They
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hadtheirreligionknownasLubaleism i.e.theworshipofthespiritofthedead.Eachfamily

andclanhaditsownshrine.

TheBagandadressedinbackcloth,animalskins,beadsandnecklaces.Thosefrom the

royalfamilyworeskinsofanimalslikeleopards,antelopesandlions.Butlaterwiththe

comingofcoastaltraders,theywereabletoacquirecottonclothes.

TheBagandahadroyalregaliaasasymbolofstrengthenandunity.Theyacknowledgedthe

spear,shieldanddrums.TheGandahousingsystem wasbeehiveshapedwithwooden

polesandgrassthatched.Theyformedhomesteadandspokeasimilarlanguage(luganda)

whichenhancedunity.

Marriagewaspolygamousi.e.theKabakamarriedfrom eachandeveryclansasastrategy

offosteringunity.Amugandamanwas freetohaveasmanywivesashecouldwiththe

aim ofhavingmanychildren.Beingwithabignumberofchildrenwasconsideredasasign

ofblessinganditenhancedone’sstatusinsociety.TheBagandahadverymanyformsof

entertainmentrangingfrom canoeracing,wrestling,dancing,initiationritesetc.Allthese

cementedsocialunity.

Buganda’srelationshipwithherneighbors

Question:

DescribetherelationshipBugandaandherneighborsby1850?

BugandaneighborsincludedBunyoro,Kokki,KaragweandtheIslandonL.Victoria.Her

relationshipwascordialorgoodandatthesametimehostileasanalyzedbelow;

TraderelationsexistedbetweenBugandaandherneighborse.g.sheexchangediron

impalementswithBunyoroforitemslikesaltwhichwasfoundonL.Katwe.Shealsotrade

withtheItesosupplyingthem withbackcloth,beansetc.inexchangeoftheredshorthoes,

golddustandostrichfeathersandthiswasknownastheinter-regionaltrade.

Inherattemptstoexpand,Buganda’srelationshipbecamehostilebcausesheinvadeher

neighborse.g.BunyorolostareaslikeKooki,Buddu,BulemeziandBugereretoBuganda.

ThisworsenedtherelationshipofthetwostatestoanextentthatBugandablockedvisitors
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whopassedthroughherterritory.

IntheEast,Buganda’srelationshipwithBusogawasatfirsthostilebutlaterbecame

cordial/good.ItshouldbenotedthattheKababakaKyabagguattackedandoverran

BusogawhichdidnotpleasetheBasoga.TheBasogalatteracceptedtoconquerpeople

andsenttributese.g.sweetpotatoes,womenetc.toBugandakingsasasignofloyalty.

Bugandacarriedoutraidsonherneighbore.g.Toro,Ankole,BunyoroandBusoga.Although

itwasaneconomicactivityoftheBagandaforincomeand revenuegeneration,the

neighborwereunhappywiththeraidsthustherelationshipwashostile.Thereraidswere

forivory,slavesandgrains.MostoftheseitemswereforsaletotheincomingArabs.It

shouldbenotedthattheseraidswereatonetimeextendedtopartsofwesternKenya.The

BagandaalsousedtheircanoesorboatsandattractedtheIslandsofBuvuma,Kalangala

andSseseonLakeVictoria.

SomeBagandamenhadagoodrelationshipwiththeirneighborsviaintermarriages.They

marriedBasogaandBatoorowomenwhopromotedintersocietalunity.Therefore,theraids

wereintendedtocapturewomenformarriage.

IntimesofwarorcrisistheBagandaalsorecruitedmercenariesfrom herneighborsforher

territorialexpansione.g.BaganadarecruitedsomeBasogaandAcholiinherwaragainst

Bunyoro.ShealsohiredtheservicesoftheDinkafrom theSouthernSudan.

Bunyorokingdom

Afterthecollapseofthebigchweziempire,anewandsmallkingdom ofBunyorosprangup

undertheBitorulers.ThiswasbiggerthanthepresentdayBunyoroi.eitincludedmuchof

northernBuganda,Toro,AnkoleandBusogaandWestNile.Thelocaltraditionssaythat

IsingomaRukidiwasthefirstBitorulersoftheKingdom andthekingdom wasaloose

collectionofprovincesruledbychiefsmostofwhom camefrom theLuoBitodynasty.

StructureofBunyoroSociety

Economicorganization

CattlerearingwerethemaineconomicactivityoftheBunyororulingclass.Theherdsmen
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alwaysmovedwiththeircattleinsearchforwaterandpasture.TheOmukamaandhis

chiefsbelongedtothisclassandthereforepossessedalotofcattleandrearedanimals

likegoats,cattleandpigsetc.

Cattlewerethemostcommoncommoditiesinthesocietyandwereusedasmeansof

exchange.Meatandmilkwereusedtopaybrideprice.Thereexistedlargeroyalherdsfor

theOmukama.Itshouldbenotedthattheyalsosoldtoneighborsforrevenueandincome

generation.

Agriculturewasalsopracticedbythelowerclassofthepeasants.Thesepeasantsmainly

grew milletwhichwastheirmainfoodcrop,sweetpotatoesandothercerealslikemaize

werealsogrownwhichensuredlargesupplyoffood.Itshouldalsobenotedthatthe

surplusfoodwasstoredinthetraditionalfoodstoresorsilosforfutureconsumptionand

thesurpluswassoldtotheneighboringsocieties.

SaltminingwasanotherdevelopedindustryinBunyoro.Itwasminedfrom LakeKatweand

meantforfeedingtheiranimalsandsomewasexportedtoherneighborslikeBuganda.The

ironworkingindustrywasequallydevelopedi.e.ironworkersorsmithsmadehoes,knives,

shields,spears,arrowsandpangasetc.whichwerelocallyusedforcultivation,defenseand

settlementpurposes.Thesurplusirontoolswereexportedtotheneighbors.

Thosewhichstayednearriversandotherswampycatchmentareascarriedoutfishingand

pottery.ItshouldbenotedthattheBanyorodriedthesurplusfishwhichtheykeptforfuture

consumptionandsomewasexportedtoherneighborsespeciallytheBakiga.Goodand

highqualitypotsweremadeandnotonlyusedinternallybutalsoexternallyi.e.Theywere

takenasfarastheEastAfricancoastinexchangeoftheirtradeitemse.g.glassware.

TradingwasanothereconomicactivityofftheBanyoro.TheyparticipatedintheLDTwith

thecoastalArabsandtheKhartoumersfrom Sudan,supplyingthem mainlywithivoryin

exchangeforguns.Shealsocarriedoutinterregionaltradewithherneighborslikethe

Baganda,Langi,Basogam AcholiandKaragwe.Intratradealsoexistedthroughoccasional

marketdays.ItshouldbenotedthattheBanyoroarmy(Abarusula)supervisedthetrade

activitiesandwerealwayslocatedatstrategictraderoutepoints.Thearmyalsoescorted

thetradecaravanstoandfrom theEastAfricancoast.
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TheBanyorodidhuntingandraidingassomeoftheireconomicactivities.Royalhunting

groupswereorganizedtohuntforthegamemeatwhichwassoldoutforrevenue.

Heyhuntedforelephants(ivory)andRhinos(rhinohorns).

DuetothemanytradersthatflockedintoBunyoro,shewasabletodevelopamarket

system from whichrevenuewasgenerated.Firstclassmarketsweresetupinthestrategic

pointofthekingdom soastoregulateexternaltradeespeciallyasfarasrevenuewas

concerned.Alsorevenuewascollectedfrom thevassal/tributarystateslikeLango,Achoi

andBuganda.AlltheseareasweresupposedtopaytributestoBunyoroasagivenof

loyalty.

Socialorganization

Bunyorowasdividedbasingonwellplannedcustomaryandlegendsespeciallydesigned

forunity.TheyparticularlyusedtheRuhangatheoryofKakama,KairuandKaima.Theclass

divisionswereasbelow;

TheBabiito(Bakama)–rulingandfirstclass.

TheBahima–cattlekeepersandsecondclass.

TheBairu(peasants)–cultivatorsandthirdclass.

Ontopofthesocialpyramid/ladderwerethearistocrats(BITO)ledbytheking(Omukama).

Thisclasshadverymanyprivilegesandalmostunlimitedrights;theyoccupiedthehighest

politicalpositionsincludingthechieftainship.Thepositionandstatuswerebasedontheir

birthrightsnotmeritorability.NextonthesocialladderweretheBahimawhoweresocially

cattlekeepersandthuscontrolledavariablecommodityandmeansofexchangeinthe

society.Theyhadfew privilegesbutbecauseoftheireconomicpower,theywerehighly

respectedinsociety.However,theyweresupposedtorecognizeandrespecttheauthority

oftheAbakama.Atthebottom ofthesocialladderweretheAbairuwhodidmostofthe

socialworkinsocietyi.e.tillingland,workingonpublicworkslikeroadsandconstruction

ofhuts.However,someofthem keptcattle.Theyhadalmostnoprivilegesandwere

usuallyignored,despisedorunderminedwithnorespectandalwaysdiscriminatedagainst.
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ReligiouslytheBanyorobelievedinasupremebeingknownasRuhanngawhowasbelieved

tobethecreatorofallthings.Itwasconsideredthatthecreatorhaddonehisworkof

creationandthereforedeserveduninterruptedrest.Apartfrom Ruhanga,theBanyorohad

othersmallgodslikeWamara–godofplenty,Mugisigodofrain,Muhingo–godofwaretc.

eachclanandfamilyhaditsownfavoritegodandsacrificesweremadetopleasethem.

TheBanyorowereunitedwithasimilarculture,languageanddressingcodethatwas

distincttotheirnorms.Theyhadtheroyalregaliathatincludeddrums,spears,shields,

stoolsandanimalsskinswhichwerehighlyrespected.

THECHAGGA

Towhatextentdidtheclancontributetothesocialandeconomicorganizationofthe

chaggasociety?

Describethesocialandeconomicorganizationofthechaggasocietyduringtheearly

C19th.

TheyarebelievedtobeBantuspeakingpeoplebelongingtotheEasternBantugroupthat

includedotherBantutribesliketheAweno,SukumaandShamba.Theyarebelievedtohave

comefrom theTaitaareaoccupiedbythesouthernslopesofMt.Kilimanjaroprobably

becauseofitsfertilesoilsandgoodclimate.

ThesocialandeconomicorganizationoftheChagga

TheChaggawereprincipallylocatedonMountKilimanjaroinNorthernTanzania.

Socially,theChaggawerepatrilineal.Familymemberslivedtogetheronhouseholdland

undertheleadershipofamalefamilyhead.Thewifehadherownhouse,whereshelived

withherdaughtersandwhentheywereveryyoung,hersons.Thehusbandlivedina

separatehouse,asdidtheolderboys.

Chaggasocietywasdividedbyclassandmenandwomenhaddefinedroles.Theelders

wereadistinctgroup,setapartfrom adultsandyoungpeople.

Pre-colonialorganizedgroupswerefoundedonkinship,locality,ageandgender.Localized
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patrilineagesformed thesub-unitswithin adistrictand chifdomswerecomposed of

severaldistrict.Chiefswerechosenwithinthechieflylineage.Chiefsappointedthedistict

heads.Lineageswereledbytheseniormale,whowastheritualheadandalsobya

“spokesman”orpoliticalrepresentativeforexternalrelations.Asystem ofmaleagegrades

crosscutslineagesanddistricts.Womenwerealsogroupedonagegrades.

Exogamouspatrilineageswerethebasicbuildingblocksofthekinshipsystem thatwere

sometimescalled“clans”.Theyvariedinsizefrom afew thousandstomanydozens.

Lineageswerelinkedbetweenkinshipandlandtenure.

Conflictsbetweenchiefdomswereresolvedeitherthroughchieflydiplomacyorwarfare.

Conflictsbetweenindividualswereresolvedeitherwithinthelineage,betweenlineages,

withinanagegradeoraconsortium,orbythedistrictheadsorchiefs.Hearingtookplace

ateverylevel.Fineswereimposedandpersonscouldbeexpelledfrom whatevergroupwas

tryingthecase.Individualsweresometimeskilled.Therewereelementsofsocialcontrolin

everygroup.

TheChaggamilitaryorganizationwasasystem ofmaleagegrades.Workwasdivided

betweenmenandwomen.Menownedtheland,buildingandanimalsdidthehardworkon

thefarm.Menalsoprovideleadershipinsocialaffairs.Womendidmostoftheworkinthe

bananafields,fedtheanimals,preparedfoodforthefamilyandcookedfortheelders.

Specialneedswereservedbyavarietyofprofessionals–ironworkers,beadworkers,tool

makers,artists,singers,medicine,men/women,housebuilders,canaldiggers.

TheChaggasocietywashighlystratified.Atthetopwasthechief,themangi.Belowhim

werelesserchiefsofwachili,therichpeopleormashimbaandtheelders–warmakuwa

mungo.Atthebottom werethewuhungu,landlesspeoplewhoworkedonthelandofthe

mangi,whoshelteredthem.Politicallifewasmale-dominated.Asregardssexlifethe

Chaggathoughtofsexasprimarilyforreproductionandexpansionofkinship.Theyvalued

havingchildren,especiallymalechildren.Parentsmonitoredtheresponsivenessoftheir

youngchildren’ssexualdevelopment.

Theinitiationofagirlbeforemarriagewasthefirstmajorstepinhersexuallife.Itincluded

aperiodofinstructioninagoodwife’sdutiestoherhusband,hisfamilyandthecommunity
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anditculminatedintheritualremovalofherclitoris-insomecases,thelabiaminoraand

majora aswell– to fostercourage and reduce thedesireforsexualpleasure.The

ceremonyconferredadultstatus,withallthesocialandritualprivilegesthatwentwithit.

Boys’circumcisionconsistedoftheremovaloftheforeskin,toinstillbravery,encourage

cleanlinessandsymbolizeaman’sresponsibilitiesasahusband,fatherandsoldier.

Thenextmilestoneinsexuallifewasthewedding.Marriagepartnerswerechoseby

familiesonthebasisofsocialacceptability.Avirginbridewashighlyvaluedandgenerously

rewardedbyfriendsandrelatives.Polygamousmarriageswerelegitimateandacceptable

amongtheChagga.Marriageswerenegotiatedbytheparentsofthecouple.Bridewealth

waspaidandanelaborateseriesofceremoniesheld.Bothmalesandfemaleswereritually

circumcisedbeforetheywereconsideredfitformarriage.Traditionally,awidow was

inheritedbyherhusband’sheir.

Thecompositionofthepre-colonialhouseholdchangedoveritslifecycleanddifferedin

polygamoushouseholdsfrom monogamousones.Aftermarriage,theinitialdomesticunit

wasthatofahusband,wifeandeventuallyyoungchildren.Thehusbandlaterbuiltahutof

hisown,whichhesharedwithhisoldersons,thewifekeepingherownhutwithunmarried

daughtersandveryyoungsons.Householdsoftenhadothersinglerelatives(e.g.widows

andwidowers)attachedtothem.

Divorce was permitted on serious grounds such as cruelty orsuspected infidelity.

Extramaritalsex,prostitution,sodomy,adulterywasunacceptable.Adulterouscoupleswho

werecaughtwereforcedtolietogetherinapublicsimulationofintercoursewhiletheir

bodieswerepiercedwithapole.

Thevariouspre-colonialChaggachiefdomswelcomedmissionaries,travelersandforeign

representativesastheydidtotraders.

Asregardslife,inindigenousChaggacosmology,allhumanactivitieshadpotentialspirit-

worldlysignificance.Theseenandtheunseenworldswerecloselylinked.Deadancestors

caredhowtheirdescendantsbehave.LivingpersonswerecapableofinvokingGodorthe

spiritsforbenignormalignpurposes.Incurableillness,infertilityortheirmisfortuneswere

consideredlikelytohavebeencausedbyhumanorspiritagencies.Spell,curses,amulets



39

andwitchcraftwerecommonphenomenon,bothtodefendandtoharm.Divinerscouldbe

consulted.Ritualsmarkedalllife-cycleevents.

Intheeconomicorganization,theChaggaeconomywasbasedonagriculture.Theywere

cultivators and cattle keepers.Each familywas expected to be self-reliantin food

productiongrowingitsownbananas,potatoesandbeansandkeepingsomedomestic

animalseggoats,sheepandcowsforfood,manureandrituals.

Theygrewmanytypesofbananas,whichweretheirstaplefood.Bananasweregenerally

malepropertybutare(withpermission)tradedbywomeninthemarkets.TheChaggaalso

grewmillet,maize,beans,fingermillet(Eleusinecorocana),cassava,sweetpotatoes,yams,

sugarcanes,paw paws(Caricapapaya),pumpkins,squashesandtobacco.Manyofthe

annualvegetablecropsweregrownbywomenandwerewomen’sproperty.TheChagga

madebeeroutofbananasandmillet.Inmostofthepopulouspartsofthemountain,afew

stallfedcowswerekeptbyeachhousehold.Inareaswheretherewasmorepasture,large

herdsofcattleweregrazed.Somemenownedconsiderablenumbersofanimalsbutothers

hadnone.

Milkwasahighlyvaluedfoodaswasmeat.Locallineagesheldslaughteringfeastsseveral

timesayear.Therewasasystem ofcattlelendingwherebymanyhouseholdstendered

animalsthatwerenottheirown.Inreturnforcaringforananimal,theborrowerreceived

themilkandthemanureandeventuallywhentheanimalwasslaughtered,wasentitledtoa

portionofthemeat.Lineageslaughteringfeastswereheldtocoincidewithmajorlife-cycle

ritualsandsomoreordinaryoccasions.

TheChaggaobtainedallthefoodtheyrequiredandhadsurplustotradeforcattle,iron

wareandsalt(Odhiambo,pg67,1977).TheChaggawereactivelyinvolvedinfar-reaching

trading connectionsthatcoastalSwahiliresidentsnetworked withthem.TheChagga

chiefdomstradedwitheachother,withthepeoplesoftheregionsimmediatelysurrounding

themountain(suchastheKamba,themasaiandtheParre)andalsowithcoastalcaravans.

Someofthistradingwashandtohand,someofitatmarkets,whichweregeneralfeature

ofthearea.Muchchiefdom hadseveralproducemarketslargelyrunbywomen.

Chaggachiefdomswerechronicallyatwarwithoneanotherandwithnearbypeople.
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Variousalliancesandconsolidationswereachievedthroughconquest,othersthrough

diplomacy,buttheresultingpoliticalunitswerenotalwaysdurable.Alignmentschanged

andwerereorganizedwiththeflow ofthefortunesofwarandtrade.Presumably,the

fightingbetweenthechiefdomswasovercontroloftraderoutes,overmonopoliesonthe

provisioningofcaravans,overivory,slaves,cattle,ironandotherbootyofwarandoverthe

righttoexacttribute.Inthepre-colonialperiodnooneoftheChaggachiefdomsruledall

theothers.

Inpre-colonialtimes,inadditiontoproductionfordomesticconsumption,theChagga

producedfood,animalsandotheritemsfortradeandtribute.Havingnodomesticsource

ofironorsalt,noranadequatesupplyofclay,thechiefdomsofKilimajaroweredependent

ontradewithneighboringpeoplesfortheseessentialmaterials.Theyneededironfor

weaponsandagriculturaltools,saltandclaypotsforcooking.Allusionhasbeenmadeto

thelocalregionalandlong-distancetradesinwhichtheChaggawereactivelyinvolvedin

pre-colonialtimes.

Warfarealsoplayedanimportantroleinthepre-colonialeconomy.Waryieldedbootyfor

thewinnersandoftenwasthebasisfortheexactionoftributefrom thelosers.Moreover,

theprotectionoftradersandtraderouteshadmilitaryaspects.

Inpre-colonialtimeslandwasregardedasmaleproperty,inheritedpatrilineallybymales

from malesortransferredbymaletomales.Widowsandwomeninotherrelationshipsto

mencouldoccupy,holdanduselandbutcouldnotobtainatransferableinterest.

THEGALLA

Question

DescribethesocialandeconomicorganizationoftheGallasocietyduringthe1sthalfof

the19th.

LiketheSomali,BoranandthePendile,theGallaareofacushiteorigin.It’sbelievedthat

theyoriginatedfrom Ethiopia.TheyfirstsettledinthepresentdaySomalilandbetween

1150–1500ADandthenmovedtoEastAfrica.Today,theyoccupytheNortheasternpart

ofKenyawheretheysettledbetween1500–1800AD.
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Economicorganization

TheGallawerelargelyapastoralsociety,keptcattle,goats,sheep,camelsanddonkeys.

Theysearched forpasture and waterfortheircattle which explains theirconstant

movements.Thusconstantsearchofnew pasturesalwaysbroughtthem intoconflicts

withothertribesliketheMasaiwhowereequallypastoralists.

FarmingwaspracticedbyagroupoftheGallaknownastheMarsabitiwhomainlygrew

grains,peas,pepperandvegetables.

Fishingwasalso carriedoutalthoughonsmallscalewhichsupplementedtheirdiet,

farmingandpastoralism.

Huntingwasdonemainlyforthehidesandtosmallextentformeat.Withtheadventof

longdistancetradetheybeganhuntingelephantsforivoryandwildanimalsasaninitiation

practiceoftestingones’transitiontomanhood.

Occasionally,theGallatradedwiththeirneighborstheSomaliandEthiopiansandaround

the19ththeystartedtradingwiththeSwahilipeoplefrom thecoast.

Socialorganization

TheybelievedintheSupremeBeingknownasWAQA. Waqawasbelievedtobevery

powerfulandcontrolledeveryone’sdestiny.Healwaysofferedfavorsandprotectiontothe

Galla.Theyalsobelievedthatthereexistedthegoodspiritsandthebadspirits.Hewas

believedtoresideinlakes,rivers,mountainsandtrees.

Later,someGallabecameMuslimsasaresultoftheirinteractionwithMuslimsfrom

EthiopiaandSwahilitradersfrom thecoast.

TheGallawereorganizedundertheagesetsystem basedon10groups.Onceamale

enteredthegroup,hewassupposedostayinthatgroupfortherestofhislikealthoughit

wentthroughdifferentstagesofevolution.

Eachagesetwasrepresented byaleaderknownasAbbaboukuwho presided over

meetings,formulatedlawsandwasseenasanaturalexpert.Eachagesetwasinpowerfor
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8yearsandduringthisperioditsleader(Abbabouku)wasthemostimportantperson.The

Abbaboukuandtheelderswerechosenfrom distinctfamiliesandhadtobemeantofa

advancedage,wisdom andcourage.

From theageof10boys,weresupposedtobetrainedaswarriors,carryspearsandshields

inthebattlefieldforthematurewarriors,that’swhytheGallabecamefamoussociety.

Eachagesetqualifiedforpromotionafter8yearsandwhenthishappened,theAbbabouku

oftheagedorexpiringagesethadtotakehispeopletoanew territory.Thisledtothe

expansionoftheGallacommunity.

THEMASAISOCIETY

ThesefallundertheplainNiloticanditisassumedthattheyoriginallylivedinnorthern

Kenya,northofLakeTurkana.TheysettledthereintheC14th.TheMasailivedinsmall

pastoralcommunitiesandby1500AD theyhaddevelopedadistinctivelanguageand

culture.AroundtheC15ththeymigratedandsettledinUasingisuplateauandriftvalley

area.BytheC18ththeyhadsettledfurthersouthintothepresentdayNorthernTanzania.

Economicorganization

Pastoralism wastheirmaineconomicactivityandtheyrearedcattleformilk,meat,blood

andeventheskinsforclothing.Theyhadabeliefthatallthecattlebelongedtothem.They

alsokeptsheepanddonkeys.Someoftheanimalproductswereexchangedwiththeir

neighborsforagriculturalproducts.

Althoughpastoralism wascarriedoutonlargescale,asectionoftheMasaiknownasthe

Kwavicarriedoutsomecultivationandtheygrewbasicallysorghum andmillet.

Theyalsotradedwiththeirneighborse.g.KikuyuAkambaandKiisi,exchanginganimal

productslikeskinsandhides,forbeans,tobaccoandsugarcane.Theyhadestablished

marketswheregoodswouldbeexchanged.

Theywerealsoironworkersorsmelterswhomadespears,arrows,shields,thatwereused

to carryoutraids.However,the blacksmiths were notconsidered partofthe Masai

communityandtheyhadseparatesettlementsandwereconsideredinferior.
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DivisionoflabourexistedamongtheMasaii.e.Menhuntedandherded/rearedcattlewhile

womenmilkedthecowsandwenttothemarketstoexchangegoods.Themenhunted

wildsanimalsformeatandskinsgatheredwildfruitsrootsandhoney.Thewomenalso

madebaskets.

Socialorganization

Religiously,theybelievedinonesupremecreatorknownasEngai/Enkaiwhowasbelieved

togivelifeaswellassickness.Therefore,prayersandsacrificeswereofferedtohim

throughtheLaibon.Thereweresacredplacesthatservedasshrineswhereprayerstothe

Engaiwereoffered.

TheLaibonwasbelievedtopossesssupernaturalandmagicalpowerandprayedforthe

rain,curedthesickandusedcharmstoprotectthewarriorsduringthecattleraidsandin

thebattlefield.

TheMasaiwereorganizedonaclanbasisi.e.membersofthesameageformedanageset

andthiswasaftercircumcisionwhichwasdoneeveryafter15years.A nameofa

particularagesetwasneverrepeatedintermsofnameallocation.Itwastheseagesets

thatconstitutedtheclansystems.

Upon theirsouth-ward movement,the Masaiabsorbed some ofthe Kalenjin culture

includingmanywordsorvocabulariesthatwereaddedtotheirlanguages.Thereforethey

spokethesamelanguagewiththeKalenjinandwithtimetheyintermarried.

Forpurposes ofdefense againstcattle raids,heavy thorn enclosures were always

constructedaroundtheirkraals.TheMasaiwereawarriorsocietyandtheirentiresocial

raidwasasignofsocialsuccessandprestige.Itwasperhapsbecauseofthiswarlike

attitudethattheyraidalmostalltheirneighbors.Theyhadnopermanenthouses/homes

buthadtemporarystructureknownastheManyatta,andthiswasbecausetheywere

alwaysonthemovelookingforpastureandwatersources.

Thekikuyu

ThesocialandeconomicorganizationoftheKikuyu
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TheKikuyuaresaidtohavecomefrom thenorth,from theregionoftheNyambeneHillsto

thenortheastofMountKenya(Kirinyaga).Theyarebelievedtohavearrivedinthehillsas

earlyasthe13th centuryfrom Axum inEthiopian.Bytheearly17th century,theywere

concentratedatIthanga,80km southeastofthemountain’speaksattheconfluenceofthe

ThikaandSaganarivers.EthnologistsalsobelievetheKikuyucametoKenyafrom Western

AfricaandtheymovedEastpastMountKilimanjaroandintoKenya,finallysettlingaround

MountKenya.

Theyreliedonblood-brotherhood(partnerships),intermarriagewithotherpeopleandtheir

adoptionandabsorption.

Theywereahuntergatheringpeoplewhoalsopracticedironworking,herdedcattle,sheep

andgoats.

TheKikuyuwereagriculturalistbutwereincontactwiththecattle-herdingMasaiand

engagedItrade.

Theyembracedcircumcision/clitoridectomyandtheagesetsystem andupheldthetaboo

againsteatingfish.

TheKikuyuwererelativelywellprotected,withtheNgonghillstothesouth,theNyandaua

MountainstothewestandMountKenyatothenortheast.

TheKikuyuwereaformidablefightingforcebutonlyusedviolencefordefense.

TheKikuyuhadfriendlyrelationswiththeMeru,EmbuandKambapeoplewithwhom they

didontheirtrade.

Defensewasaprimaryconcernonlyinthewest,wheretheKikuyuwerewaryofsettlingor

venturingoutontoopenplainsforfearoftheMasai,whowereinterestedincontrollingthe

widestpossibleareasfortheirherds.

GreaterdefensewasnecessaryonlyclosetotheMasaiborder,withtheresultthatvillages

therewereineffectfortsandwerebuiltformaximum protection.Generally,onlythose

familygroups(mbari)with“manywarriorsons”orwhichhadattractedaclienteleof

fightingfollowerscouldmusterthedefensenecessarytosettlethesenew areas.These
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villageswerealsowellconcealed.

Traditionally,theKikuyuweremonotheists,believinginauniqueandomnipotentGod

whom theycalledNgaithecreatorandgiverofallthing,“land,rain,plantsandanimals”.He

forNgaiismale–cannotbeseen,butismanifestinthesun,moonandstars,cometsand

meteors,thunderandlightning,rain,inrainbowsandinthegreatfigtrees(mugumo)that

servedasplacesofworshipandsacrificeandwhichmarkedthespotatMukuruewa

GathangawhereGikuyuandMumbi–theancestorsoftheKikuyuintheorallegend–first

settled.

TheKikuyupeoplewereruledbasedonamatriarchalsystem.DuringtheruleofWanguWa

Makeeri,aleaderwhowassaidtobesofiercesheheldmeetingsseatedonthebacksof

men,themendecidedtorevoltandtookoverleadership.

ThepoliticalorganizationoftheKikuyupeoplewascloselyinterwovenwiththefamilyand

theriika.Ayoungmanafterinitiationthroughcircumcisionautomaticallyenteredintothe

NationalCouncilofJuniorwarriors(njamayaanakeamumo).After82moonsor12rain

seasonafterthecircumcisionceremonythejuniorwarriorwaspromotedtotheCouncilof

seniorWarriors(Njamayaita).Togetherthesetwocouncilswouldbecalleduponto

protectthetribeincaseofeternalaggression.Thecouncilofseniorwarriorswasin

additionanimportantdecisionmakingorgan.Thetwocouncilswereservedbymenof20-

40years.UponmarriageamanwasinitiatedintoacouncilcalledKiamaKiaKamatimo.

Thiswasthefirstgradeeldershipanditdenotedelderswhowerealsowarriors.Atthis

stagethemanplaystheroleofobserversofseniorelders.Theyarerequiredtoassistin

proceedingsbycarryingoutmenialtaskslikeskinninganimals,beingmessengers,carrying

ceremonialarticlesorlightfiresamongothertasks.

Whenamanhadasonoradaughteroldenoughtobecircumcised,hewaselevatedinto

anothercouncilcalledthecouncilofpeace(KiamaKianMataahi).Onenteringthiscouncil

themanwasnowamanofpeaceandnolongerofthewarriorclass.Heassumedtheduty

ofpeacemakerin thecommunity.When aman had had practicallyallhischildren

circumcised,andhiswife(orwives)hadpassedchild-bearingagehereachedthelastand

mosthonoredstatus.AcouncilknownasKiamaKiaMaturaguru(religiousandsacrificial
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council).AfterpayinganewewhichwasslaughteredandofferedinsacrificetoNgai(God)

themanwasinvestedwithpowerstoleadasacrificialceremonyatthesacredtree

(MugumumutiwaIgongona).Theeldersofthisgradeassumedtheroleof‘holymen’,they

werehighpriests.Allreligiousandethicalceremonieswereinntheirhands.IntheAgikuyu

societythereligious,governanceandlawfunctionswerecloselyintertwined.Withvarious

councilsbeingcalledupontoperform oneofthesefunctions.Theinitiationceremony

seemstohavebeenorganizedbyacouncilofbothmenandwomen.

ParalleltothesaidcouncilsthefamilyunitformedacouncilknownasNdunduyamucieof

whichthefatherwasthehead.Thefatherastheheadofthehouseholdthenrepresented

thefamilyinthenextcouncilcalledKiamaKiaItura(villagecouncil)comprisingallthe

familyheadsinthevillage.Thiswasheadedbytheseniorelder.Awidercouncilcalled

KiamaKiaRogongo(districtcouncil)wasformedcomprisingalltheeldersfrom thedistrict.

Thiswaspresidedoverbyacommittee(KiamaKiaNdundu),composedofallthesenior

eldersinthedistrict.Amongthesenior,themostadvancedinagewaselectedasthehead

andjudge(MuthamakiorMuciiri)ofthendundu.Thedistrictcouncilsthencametogether

toform thenationalcouncil.Amongthejudges,onewaselectedtoheadthemeetings.

TheKikuyumanisreferredtoasanMuthuuri(meaningsomeonewhocanchoseordiscern

evilfrom good)andtheKikuyuwomaniscalledaMutimia(meaningsomeonewhoretains

familysecretsandpractice).Traditionally,Kikuyusocietywaspolygamous.

Thefamilylivedinahomesteadwithseveralhutsfordifferentfamilymember.Thesehuts

wereconstructedsothatduringthecoldseasontheinteriorwouldbeverywarm whilein

hotseasonthehutwouldbecool.Thehusband’shutwascalled“Thingira”andthatwas

wherethehusbandwouldcallhischildreninforinstructiononfamilynormsandtraditions

andhewouldaloscallhiswivesforseriousfamilydiscussions.Eachwifehadherownhut

wheresheandhershildrrenslep.Afterboyswerecircumcised(atpuberty)theymovedout

oftheirmother’shutintotheyoungmen’shut.

Thehusbandwouldinvitehisagematesofhisriika(agegroup)toahorn(Ruhia)of

traditionalbeer(Njoohi)calledMuratina,analcoholdrinkmadefrom sugarcaneandthe

Muratinafruit.
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TheKikuyuhasasystematicmethodoffamilyplanning.Afatherwouldonlyhaveanother

childwithhiswife,afterheryoungestchildwasatanagewherethemothercouldsend

them tolookaftterthefamily’sherdofgoats,apracticecalled(GuthiiRuuru).Ruuruisa

collectionofgoatsandsheeporcommonlyrefferedasherding.

Traditionallythefirstbornbiywouldbenamedafterhisfather’sfatherandthesecondboy,

himother’sfather.Thisisthesamewithgirls,firstgirlwouldbenamedafterherfather’

motherandthesecondgirl,hermother’smother.Thiswasbecausetheybelievedthespirit

ofthedeceasedgrandparentwouldcarryontothechild,thiswasnolongeraslifespans

becomelongerandthegrandparentwasusuallyalivewhenthegrandchildwasborn.

TheKikuyupracticedfarmingofheirsoilsintheirlocation.

IntheKikuyulandtherewasaknownform ofentertainmentwheretheKikuyuyoung

womenansmencouldtraveltoisolatedareasfordanceandfeasting.Disciplinehowever

wasobservedandnomanwassupposedtotochaladysexually.Theyoungmenonly

enjoyedthedanceandtheyhadthechancetominglewiththebeautifulyoungladieswho

wouldeventuallybecometheirsuitors.

The common dancers werNguchu,Nduumo,Mugoiyo,Gichukia and Ndachiya Irua

(circumcisiondance).Thegrandmothershadacriticalroleofcheckingifanymanunwound

the inner garment of the young ladies.This garment was called Muthuru.The

grandmothers(macucu)tieditsafelytoprotectanypromiscuityinyoungwomen.Women

whoengagedinsexbeforemarriage,affairs,orgotpregnantcouldonlybemarriedasa

secondwifeandwerecommonlyreferredtoas‘Gichokio’.ThereforetheKikuyucustoms

valuedthechastityofunmarriedwomenandprotectedyoungwomenagainstabuse.Italso

ensuredsomeform ofentertainmentwaspreparedandyoungpeoplecarriedforwardthe

practicesfrom generationtogeneration.

TheKikuyuwerereligious.TheyhadaprophetcalledCegewaKibiru.

TheKikuyuwerealwayshappytoadaptandadopt,interm ofterritorialexpansion.They

relied on blood brotherhood (partnerships),intermarriagewith otherpeopleand their

adoptionandabsorption.TheKikuyupracticedironworking,herdedcattleandsheep,goats



48

andhunted.Theyhadlineages.

Hadcontactwithotherpeoplese.g.thecattleherdingMasaiunusuallyincontactswiththe

Masai,theKikuyuwereneitherconquerednorassimilatedbythem,butinsteadengagedin

trade.DuringtheMasaiCivilwars,hundredsofMasairefugeesweretakeninandadopted

bytheKikuyu.

Theywerealsosuitedastradersbecauseoftheirlocationandwealthastheyproduced

foodfarinexcessofwhattheyneededtofeedthemselves.TheKikuyusuppliedfoodto

theirneighborsandinreturntheyreceivedallmannerofgoods,rangingfrom skins,

medicineandironworkform theMbeere,livestockandtobaccofrom theEmbuandsalt

andmanufacturedtradegoodsbroughtupfrom thecoastbytheKamba,withwhom the

Kikuyuhadtheirmostimportanttradingrelationship.TradealsooccurredwiththeMasai.

Evenasthemenwereengagedinraidingeachother’slivestock.Kikuyuwomencontinued

to trade with Masaiwomen.Localmarkets proliferated in populated areas.Women

transportedbartergoodsincaravansandweregenerallysafeundertheprotectionof

middlemen (hinga),who represented the group with whom theybecame involved in

supplyingtheSwahiliivoryandslavetradewithfood,eventuallyastheKambatrade

declined-usurping the role ofKamba as intermediaries between the coastand the

hinterland.

THEITESOTS

Thesocio-economicorganizationoftheItesots

Theywereagroupofpeoplewhoarebelievedtohavecomefrom theEthiopianhughlands

togetherwiththeKaramajongsandsettledinUganda.TheybelongtotheplaneNiloticsand

ataroung1500beenmigratingfrom KaramojatotheirpresentdayTesoregion.Bythe

secondhalfofthecentury,theyarereportedtohaveoccupiedmostartsoftheirpresent

dayhomeland.Theyare prdominatlypastoralists who onlyadopted cultivation after

sometime.

Intheirorganization,theyadoptedadecentralizedsystem ofadministrationwithauthority

largelybedontheclaninstitution,andthevillagelevels.Avillagecommunitywasknownas
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EitellawithaleadercalledEitellaArwon.AnEitellaconsistedofseveralclans,thetakerwith

eachclanhavingaclanleader,theRwot.

Theyalsohadtheagegradesystem highlyvaluedinsociety.Ineachclan,peoplewere

organizedinanagegroupbasedontheageofthepeopleandasreferredtoastheAturi.

Therewasthejunioragesetthatcomprisedofpeopleof18–35years.Theseservedin

thearmy.Thesenioragesetcomprisedofthoseabove40yearsandtheelders.They

guidedtheyoungandfrom them leaderswerechosen.

TheItesojustlikeotherdecentralizedsocietieslackedanoutstandingsocietyarmy.Their

armieswereratherbasedonclanlevelmeanttotraintheclanandnottheentiresocietyor

thevillagecommunity.Itwasgotfrom thejunioragesetandtheleaderwastheAnon.

militaryactionamongtheItesotscouldbeinfluencebytheOmuron-foretellers.Tesocould

giveoutmedicinetothearmybeforegoingforwarandsometimes,theycouldstopwar

afterforecastingdefeat.Themaintenanceoflawandorderwasalsodonebythecouncils

ofelders,whowerechosenbasingonage,experienceandtrust.Incaseofconflict,

diplomaticattemptsareinconflict,amediatorform anotherclancouldbecalleduponto

helpsettletheissue.

TheItesohadastrongbeliefinreligion,Africantraditionalreligion,believingintheSupreme

BeingEdekethecreatorofallthingsandthegiveroflifeanddeath.Theyalsobelievedin

smallgodsbasedonfamilyandclanlevelsaswellasancestorsancestryspiritstowho

prayersacrificesandofferingswereoftenmade.

Economically,theywere traders who traded with theirneighboring communities like

BunyorobutalsowiththeKhartoumersinthefamouslongdistancetrade.Theyexchanged

cattleproductslikecheese,butterandcostforsalt,ironimplementsandgrainswiththe

Banyoro.Theexchangerelationswerelargelybasedonthebartersystem ofexchange.

Theypracticedmixedfarming,growingcropsandrearinganimals.Theygrew cropslike

milletandsorghum forhomeconsumptionbutalsokeptanimalslikecattle,sheepand

goatsfordomesticfood,hidesandprestigeandtradeitemstoacquirewhattheycouldnot

locallyproduce.
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TheyengagedinfishinginthesurroundingwaterbodiesofLakeBisinia,from whichfish

andotheraquaticlifewasgottosupplementonthediet.

Otherfeatures oftheirwayoflife were the practice ofartisanship,the communal

ownershipofland,anon-salariedlabourforce,greatrespectforeldersandthepracticeof

informaleducationtotheyoung,traditionalceremoniesthatcelebratedlifeeventsamong

others.

Ref.E.SAtienoOdhiambo,J.F.M Wilsonpg44

TheNyamwezisociety

DescribethesocialandeconomicorganizationoftheNyamwezisocietyduringtheearly

19th.

TheywereBantuspeakingpeoplewhoprobablycamefrom CongoorCameroonandfirst

settledincentralTanzaniaaroundmodernTaborabetween1000-1600AD.Originallythey

livedsmallindependentchiefdomswithnoclearidentity.ThenameNyamweziwasgivento

them bythecoastaltraders/Arabsbecausetheyalwayssawthem approachingthecoast

comingfrom thedirectionofthenewmoonhencethe“peopleofthemoon”.

Socialorganization

Thepre-colonialNyamweziwasorganizedwithanumberofsmallindependentchifdoms

rulebychiefsknownasNtemiorWatemi.However,by1870duringtheruleofMirambo,the

societybecamecentralizedandalltheWatemipowerswerereducedbyMirambo.The

Ntemiwasapoliticalleadersandformulatedlawsorpoliciesandalwaystookdecision.

TheNtemiwasassistedbyacouncilofeldersknownasWanghaparaheadedbythechief

priestknownasMgawe,Mteko(thearmyleader)theKikoma(junioramyofficers)andthe

informationofficers.ThecouncilassistedtheNtemitoformulatepolicies.TheNtemihad

politicalandreligiouspowerse.g.settlingdisputeslikemurder,witchcraftandtreason.

Thechiefdom wasdividedintosettlementknownasGgungulis,ruledbytheNtemifamilyor

retiredpalaceofficial/personappointedbytheNtemi.ItshouldbenotedthattheNtemi

cametopowerthroughachievements,courageandoratoryskillsbutnotthroughhereditary
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means.TheNtemiamonghispoliticalpowerwastopdeclarewarorpeace,plantingand

harvesting.Alwayshisbadhealth/sicknesswasasignofdisaster.Theydidnothavea

standingarmybuttherewasanofficerincaseofwarknownaswelfarewhowasassisted

bytheMutekoandtheKikomas.

Thesettlementleader(Ggunguli)wasresponsibleforthedaytodayrunningofhisareaI.e.

hecalledtaxed,protectedtraderoutes,organizedcultivationandraisedanarmytoassist

theNtemiincaseoflaw.Althoughthesocietywasdecentralizedtheflow ofinformation

wascentralizedi.e.theheadofthehomestead(Mazenga)wouldpassitovertotheNtemi.

TheNtemiwasaritualleaderanditwashisdutyincaseofdroughttomediatewiththe

ancestorsandoffersacrificetothegodsandproviderain.Evenbeforewar,heperformed

somerituals.TheMgoni–wa-Ihanga-theNtemi’schiefwifealsoplayedanimportantrole

intheNtemi’sritualactivities.ThesocietyhadamedicinemanknownasUfumuwhofore

told,presentedandledtheburialceremonyoftheNtemi.Therefore,forthewellbeingofthe

Ntemieveryoneprayedforhishealth.

MarriagewaspolygamousandaNyamwezimancouldhaveasmanywivesashecouldfor

prestigiouspurposes.Thewomenconcentratedondomesticwhilethemenwentfor

raidingandtrade.Marriagebetweencloserelativeswasdiscouraged(endogamous)andit

wasonlyexogamousi.e.betweenclans.

Functionslikethebirthoftwins,initiationoftheNtemi,marriages,deathetc.wereall

celebrated.Thisbroughtaboutcommunitybelongingnessandasenseoftogetherness.

Womenalwaysdressedalong-horntiedontheirheadsusingaredribbonandhadbraids.

Theyalsopiecedtheirearsandputontraditionallongivoryearrings.TheNyamwezimen

putonkanzus,aculturetheycopiedfrom thecoastalArabs.

Economicorganization

TheeconomywasunderthecontroloftheNtemiorWademii.e.heortheyguidedhis/her

subjectsincropcultivation.TheymaintainedwhattheyreferredtoastheTraditionalgrain

reservegranaryattheNtemi’sresidence.TheNtemiencouragedtheNyamwezitokeep

somefoodintheirstoreorgranariesafterharvestingsoastoavoidfoodscarcity.This
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policywasimplementedbythesettlementleaders(Gungulis).TheNyamwezieonomywas

mixedi.e.theywereagriculturalistsandcattlekeepers.Theygrewdroughtresistantcrops

especiallysorghum andkeptanimalslikegoats,cattleandsheep.Atalaterstages,they

alsogrewgroundnuts.

TheNyamwezialsocarriedoutsmallscalefishingespeciallyonRiverMaragasi.Thefish

supplementedtheirdietandthesurplusfishwasdriedforfutureconsumptionespeciallyin

thetimeofdroughtandfamine.Itshouldbeemphasizedthatdryfishlaterbecamea

tradingitem especiallytotheladtribese.g.theBwamba,Bakiga,Zimbe,Yembe,Yekeetc.

TheNyamwezitradedwiththeirneighborsliketheVinzaforsaltandtheTinzafortheiron

tools.TheNyamweziwereactiveparticipantsinthelongdistancetradeandtheyplayedthe

middlemanshiprolebetweenthecoastalandtheinteriorcommunitiese.g.theBanyoro,

BagandaandtheZembe.DuringthesecondhalfoftheC19th,severalNyamwezichiefsand

thesuccessfultradersorganizedcaravanstoandfrom thecoast.Nyamwezidominatedthe

centralrouteoftheLDTandtheysuppliedslaves,copper,ivoryetc.inexchangeforguns,

glassware,beadsetc.theyalso provided securityto thecaravan tradersasitwas

obligatorytothefamiliesalongthetraderoutestoensuresecurity.

Ironsmeltingwaspracticedthusmakingironimplementslikespears,knives,arrowheads

andpangasthatwereusedfordefenseandcrophusbandryrespectively.Alsopotteryand

craftsmakingwerecommonamongtheNyamweziastheymadebaskets,mats,fishnets

andtraps.

Maintenanceoflawandorderinthepre-colonialsocieties

How law andorderwasmaintainedinthepre-colonialEastAfricansocietiesduringthe

earlyC19th?

Withspecificexamples,discusshow law andorderwasmaintainedinanyonesociety

duringthepre-colonialperiod?

Thepre-colonialEastAfricansocietiesthatexistedbeforethecomingoftheEuropeans

werecentralizedanddecentralized.TheseincludedtheBaganda,Banyoro,Langi,Iteso,

Karamajong,Bakiga,Kikuyu,Chagga,Bagisu,Nyamwezi,GallaandMasai.Law andorder
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wasmaintainedinthefollowingways;

Useofthearmy;thisplayedapivotalroleanditwasinvolvedintheeconomicundertakings

ofthevarioussocieties.Itshouldbenotedthatthearmydoubledasapolicingand

defensivemachinerye.g.incentralizedsocieties,thesewerestandingarmieswhichwere

permanentand reliable e.g.the Rugarugas among the Bachwezi,the Mapimpitiof

Nyunguyamawe,AbambowaofBuganda,AbarusulaofBunyoroetc.itshouldbenotedthat

indecentralizedsocieties,therewerenopermanentarmiesbutablebodiedmenwouldbe

calleduponifneedarose.

Useofspy-networksystem i.e.Thistooktheform ofpeopleeitherloyalorroyaltotheking.

Theyincludedfamilymembersoftheking,distantrelativesandchiefs.Itshouldbenoted

thattheuseofwomenasspieswasveryparamountinthemaintenanceoflawandorder

e.g.theBuganda,womenwereusedasspiesonboththesubjectsandchiefs.Equally

amongtheNyamwezi,womenspieswereusedbytheNtemiandlaterstagebyMirambo.

Thesethereforeactedastheearsandeyesofthekingsorchiefsfrom thedistantpartsof

thekingdom orsocietywhoinformedhim ofthedaytodayrunningofactivitiesofthe

kingdom thusmaintaininglawandorder.

Useofcouncilsi.e.thepre-colonialsocietiesusedassembliestomake,formulateordraft

lawsthatguidedtheirsocieties.Suchassembliesactedasadvisoryagentsotheleadersor

kingsonissuesconcerningthewelfareofthesocietyorthesubjects.Theywouldalso

interveneinconflictsarisingfrom thecommunitiessuchasboundaryconflicts.Interclan

conflicts;customarymisinterpretationsetc.examplesofsuchassembliesincludedthe

LukiikoforBuganda,theAtem forIteso,ChamafortheKikuyuandtheOrukuratoforthe

Batoro.

Properhereditarysystem,mostofpre-colonialsocietieshadstricthereditarysystems

amongtheroyalfamilieswhichgreatlyhinderedthewouldbepower-hungrycandidatesto

struggleforthethrone.Thissystem stronglykeptlawandorderasitminimizedcasesof

powerstruggleespeciallyafterthedeathofaleader/king.InBugandaforexample,the

headofclans(Ssabalangira)andthequeenmother(Namasole)hadtomakesurethatthe

heirtothethronewastheoneintheKing’swill.AmongtheBanyoro,the1stsontotouch



54

thelateOmukama’sbodyupondeath,wouldautomaticallybecomethenextOmukama.In

thedecentralizedsocieties,theelders’Councilchosesuccessorsdependingonage,status,

parentage,wisdom,braveryandsuperiority.

Roleofreligiousleadersi.e.thesecouldpredictpeaceordangerthatcouldbefallon

societye.g.amongtheIteso,theEmoronsweregreatlyrespected,theMandwainBuganda

andamongtheNandichiefOkoiyotKemnyolewashighlyrespected.Theywouldalso

predictsuccessorfailureinawould bewarorbattle.Thesereligiousleaderswere

consultedonvariousissueslikepeace,fortunes,danger,drought,famineetc.theywould

alsoforetellandinterpretthefortunes,insocietyhencepromotingsocialharmony.

Socialdivisionsandclassesi.e.almostallthesocieties,therewereclassesoftheinferior

andsuperiorpeoplee.g.inBugandatherewereAbalangira(princess)whoweresuperior

peopleandtheBakopi(peasants)andtheAbaddu(slaves)wereinferiorpeople.InAnkole,

theyweredividedintotheBahimaandtheBairu.Ingeneral,eachclasshaditsownroleand

noclasswasallowedtoindulgeintheactivitiesoftheother.Inthisway,socialharmony

wasmaintained.

Administrativetechniquesi.e.thesewereemployedorusedbykingsandchiefs.Theyused

theassimilationpolicytoincorporatecaptivesintotheirsocietiesegtheBagandarulers

madesurethatthecapturedorconqueredpeoplefrom Busoga,BunyoroandAnkolewere

forced to abandontheirformerculturesand adopttheKigandacultureinthepolicy

popularly known as the kigandanisation policy.Also Mirambo of the Unyamwezi

incorporatedmanysocietiesthroughtheassimilationpolicy.Thismaintainedlawandorder

astheconqueredsocietiesneverbrokeaway.

Marriagesties;marriagebetweenthevariousfamiliesandclans(exogamous),created

goodsocialcohesionandunityamongthepeople.Thisreducedonthewarsanddisputes

withinthesocietyandbetweensocieties.Itwasstrategicforleadersorkingstomarryfrom

everyclanasawayofcreatingsolidarity,kinshiptiesandunityinthesocietye.g.In

Buganda,theKabakawaspolygamousashemarriedfrom eachandeveryclanwhich

strategypromotedlawanorder.

Customs,traditionsandnormsi.e.ineverysocietyortribe,culturalnormsweredesignedto
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maintainlaw andordere.g.amongtheNyamweziandtheBuganda,theyhadacultural

norm ofwhistlingwhilegoingtothewellorspringwithreasonthatincaseones’parentor

elderwasbathing,wouldbealteredoftheincomingperson.Alsomanysocieties,boys

werenotallowedtomarryfrom theirownclaninordertoavoidadulteryandsocial

‘disorder’.InBuganda,childrenwereforbiddenfrom sittingonthethreetraditionalkitchen

cookingstonesasthiswouldleadto‘deathoftheirparents’.Equally,theBagandahada

culturalnorm ofgivingarewardtothechildwhohadlostteethasawayofstopping

him/herfrom cryingetc.

Punishments;thesewereusedtoenforcelawandordere.g.amongtheBaganda,girlswho

weretobemarriedbytheKabakaandprovednottobevirgins,theirparentswerekilledfor

failuretoprotectthegirlchild,amongtheIteso,thewomenwouldbedivorcedandeventhe

dowrywouldbereturnedincaseofadultery.SomecriminalsamongtheNyamweziand

Bagandaweresoldasslavesespeciallyperennialthieves.

Beliefinthecommonancestryi.e.inmanypre-colonialsocieties,peoplestayedtogether

becausetheywererelatedtooneanotherofhadthesomeoriginorancestrye.g.in

Buganda,theBugandacalledthem Baanabakintumeaningthe‘sonsanddaughterofthe

kintuancestry’.Thiscaseofbelongingnessdidnotonlypromotepeacebutequallylawand

order.

Throughcommunalwork;invarioussocieties,communalworkcreatedpeaceandharmony

wherepeopleworkedtogetherandsharedthebasicessentialsoftheirwealthe.g.they

sharedthehappinesslikethecelebrationofthebirthoftwins,wrestlingetc.Theyalso

sharedsorrowsinfuneralritesandupondeath.Theownershipoflandwascommunaland

thiscreatedalotofpeaceintopre-colonialsocieties.

Controloftradei.e.inBuganda,BunyoroandNyamwezi,foreignerswouldnotpassthrough

theirterritorieswithoutconsultingorinformingtheKabaka,OmukamaorMirambo.Among

theNyamwezi,theArabswerenotallowedtosellarmswithoutconsultingMirambo.In

Buganda,thekingwasthechiefdistributorofthelootyandbooty.Therefore,thispolicyof

controllingtradewasmeanttoensurepeaceororderinthetradewasmeanttoensure

peaceororderinthetransactions.
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ThroughthetraditionalEducationi.e.inallthepre-colonialsocieties,theelderstaughtthe

younggenerationthedosanddon’tsofsocietywithreasonsofmaintainingthecustomary

laws.Childrenweretaughtabouttheirculturalheritageandlearnttoappreciatethemoral

valuesofsociety.

Featuresofthepre-colonialsocieties

Featuresofkingdoms/centralizedsocieties

Mostofthem wereorganizedonlargescalebasiscomprisingofseveralclansandattimes

evenincludingothersfrom theneighboringcommunities.ExamplesareBugandaand

Bunyoro.Noteshouldhoweverbetakenthattherewerealsosomesmallerkingdomsbut

withsimilarcharacteristicsasthoseofthefirstones.TheyincludedthoseoftheAtyak,

PeijuliandPaimoriinnorthernUganda.Unfortunatelybecauseoftheirsmallsizes,theyare

notknownbymanyscholars.

AscendencytopowerinKingdomswasonahereditarybasis.Thesuccessorswerenamed

bythepreviouskingorinsomecasesacouncilofelderswoulddecideononeoftheking’s

sons to succeed him in case he had notbeen named anyattime ofdeath.The

administrativesystem washighlybureaucraticwiththekingasthefinalauthority.Theking

wielded a lotof[powerand was often autocratic/despotic.Kingdoms were either

centralizedordecentralizedincasethekingdom waslarge,thekinghadchiefswith

delegatedpowers,however,inanycasetheseservedatthepleasureofthekingandhis

wordwasstillfinal.

Mostkingdomshadstandingarmieswhichwereusedinterritorialacquisition,territorial

defense,quellinginternalrebellions,raidingfortradeitemsandprotectingtradecaravans

toandfrom thecoast.Themostcommonweaponswerespears,arrows,cubsandfew

rudimentarygunsacquiredfrom thecoastfrom EuropeansandArabtraders.

Therewashierarchicalcourtsystem from villageleveltothekingwhowasusuallythe

highestjudge.Hiscourtwasthehighestcourtofappealwhichresolvedthemostdifficult

conflictsandcases.Hewasthesourceofjusticewithpowertosveandkill.Thisservesto

negatetheEurocentricclaim thatpre-colonialEastAfricansocietieswereanarchical.
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Economically,mostkingdomswereself-sustainingalthoughtheysometimesdependedon

theirneighbors.Mostkingdomsdependedonagriculturemainlyproducingforsubstance

i.e.notcommerciale.g.theBagandahadMatookeasthestaplefood,andBanyorohad

millet.However,somesocietieshadamixedeconomye.g.BanyoroandBagandathey

rearedanimalsandgrewcrops.Itshouldhoweverbenotedthatsomecentralizedsocieties

werepurelypastoralnotableofwhichwasAnkole.

Fishingwasalsocommonlypracticedbypeoplewholivednearlakes,bigriversandislands

e.g.SsesseandBuvuma.Thiswasespeciallysointheinterlacustrinestates.

Thekingwasthesourceofwealthforallhissubjects.Hecontrolledallthelandandforeign

trade,thismadehim therichestmanandhewasexpectedtotreathissubjectswith

generosity.

Thekingleviedtaxesonhissubjectsandallthosewhocametohisland.Hecontrolledthe

useofallthemoneycollected.

Conqueredareaswereforcedtorecognizetheauthorityofthekingbypayingtributes

periodicallyinform ofcattle,slaves,ivoryandothervaluableitems.

Warsofconquestandraidswereimportantsourceofwealth,duringthesewars,soldiers

lootedalotofpropertywhichtheyhandedovertothekinginreturnthekingdistributedthe

bootytohisfaithfulservantsandhishardworkingsoldiers.

Kingdomsoftencarriedoutlocaltradewiththeirneighborsespeciallyincommoditiesthat

wereinshortsupplyofe.g.theBanyoroandtheBagandaexchangedsaltforbarkclothand

agriculturalproducerespectively,theBunyoroexchangedsaltwiththeItesoinexchange

withironimplementshides,skinsetc.,atalaterstage,mostkingdomsgotinvolvedinLong

Distancetradewhichhelpedthem tobecomeevengreaterEmpiresandwereevenableto

resistEuropeanpenetrationnotableofwhichwasBunyoro.

Mostkingdomshadblacksmithswhocouldmakearrows,spearsandhoeswhicheven

sold.Itfollowsthatpre-colonialAfricasocietieshadembarkedonindustrializationcontrary

totheEurocentricview thatontheeveofEuropeancolonizationofEastAfricathesub-

continentwaspurelypre-industrial.
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Huntingandgatheringweremajoreconomicactivitiesespeciallyinlongdistancetradeera.

Itemsacquiredthroughsuchactivitiesincludedhidesandskins,Rhinohorns,arrowshead

poisonetc.thisimpliesthattoalargeextentthepre-colonialAfricaneconomieswere

primitive.Itmustbeemphasizedthatpre-colonialAfricaneconomiesdependedmainlyon

raidingasasourceofincome.Thiswasespeciallyattheclimaxoflongdistancetrade

whenthedemandforslaves,rhinohornsandironwasatitsclimax.Productioninsociety

wasaresponsibilityofbothmenandwomen.Howeveragriculturewasmainlyawomen’s

activityasmenwereinmostcasesatthewarfrontlineeitherengaged interritorial

acquisitionterritorialdefensequellinginternalrebellionsetc.

Sociallymostkingdomswerecomposedofclansandaclanwasthebasicunitofsocial,

politicalandeconomicorganization.Membersofeachclanregardedthemselvestobe

closerelativesandcouldn’tmarryfrom eachother.Eachclanhadatotem.Intermarriages

amongclanprovidedabondofunity,infactforthismatter,thekingmarriedfrom asmany

clansaspossibleindeedthisincreasedpoliticalstabilityinthekingdom.Sociallytheking

wasthesocialheadandpresidedovermostimportantsocialstatefunctions.

ReligiouslymostkingdomsbelievedinAfricantraditionreligionrecognizingthecreatorand

worshipingsmallgods.Thekingwasthereligiousleadersaswell.Mostkingdomshad

annualcelebrationsthatwerealsoasourceofunityandstabilityinthekingdom.Such

ceremonieswereinitiationceremoniesofmarriages,mockbattles,gamesandsports,

circumcisionetc.

Featuresofnon-centralizedsocieties

Politicallynon-centralized societiesdid nothavecentralauthorityatthetop oftheir

leadership.The clan leadership was the basic politicalunitin segmentarysocieties.

Politicalpowerwasdistributedamongstmanypoliticalplayers,anaspectthatmadeit

difficulttorecognizeanddetectwhoactuallywasmoreauthoritativethantheotherina

givenstatelesssociety.Powerlayinthehandsofclanheadswhoweredemocratically

electeddependingonmerit,wisdom,ageandexperience.

TheEgalitariansocietieshadstrongparticipatorydemocracyi.e.everyonehadrightto

participateindecisionmakingthatwasaffectingthewholesociety.Dutiesinthissociety
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concerningdefenseandsecurity,communalwork,consultationetc.weregenerallycarried

outthroughtheguidanceoftheelderswhowereleadersofthegivensociety.Theelders

provided leadership because theywere believed to be custodians ofknowledge as

comparedtotheyoungandexperiencedyouthwhowererecognizedassuchinthefieldof

defenseandpolice.ThiswastrueoftheKikuyuandIteso.

Thesesocietiesdidn’thavestandingarmiesasfoundinmostcentralizedsocieties.The

defenseoftheclanwastheresponsibilityofalladults’ablebodiedmen.Themilitaryin

thesesocietieswasnotprofessionalinnatureunlikeinmostcentralizedsocieties.It

shouldalsobenotedthatwarsinvolvingthesesegmentarysocietieswerenotcommon.

Therewereminorconflictsinvolvingdifferentclansovercattle,tradeandlandbutnotfor

territorialexpansionasthecasewasincentralizedsocieties.\inthejudicialperspective

thesesocietieshadnolawsandrulesrecordeddowntobeallowedbythesocietyasthe

casewasforthecentralizedsociety.Butthisdidn’tmeanthattheywerepoliticallyunstable.

Disputeswerefirstsolvedonclanbasisandincaseofafailureatthisthematterwas

forwardedtovillageassemblywherethecriminalhadtherighttodefendhimselfandtobe

defeatedbymemberofgeneralassemblywherethecriminalhadtherighttodefend

himselfandtobedefendedbymemberofgeneralassembly.Thefinaldecisionwastaken

afterthevoteunlikeinthein-centralizedsocietieswherethekingtookthedecisionoverthe

judgmentinthegivencase.

Crime also minimized bysocietysanctionswhich used to punish the uncooperative

membersandcriminalsinsocietyinorderforthem torealizetheirmistakes.Unityand

cohesionwasnotabsentinpre-colonialstatelesssocietiesasEurocentricscholarsclaim

clankingshipinterclan,intermarriagesaswellasothersocialtiesenhancedunityamong

thesesocieties.ThusparticularaspectiscomparabletotheroyalregaliainBugandaand

thepartplayedbystateceremoniesinforgingunity.Marriagetieswereveryimportant.

Sociallytheclanwasn’ttheoverallreligiousleaderbutineveryfamily,hefamilyheadwas

theleader.Clanswereunited bylanguageand culture.Thereforetheywerebrought

togetherbytheirAfricantraditionalstringsorattachments.TheyrecognizedtheirAfrican

traditionalreligiousleadersastheircreatorsandrespectedtheirancestorstowhom they

sacrificedthroughtheirmediators.Membersofeachclanwereconsideredtobeclose
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relativesandwerenotallowedtointermarryotherwisetheinterclanmarriageswere

stronglyencouragedtoenhanceunityinthesociety.

Economically,the segmentary societies did nothave the centralized controlofthe

economy.Landwascommunallyownedandproductionwasbasedonthefamily.Each

familywasexpectedtobeself-sufficientintermsoffoodproductionandinprovisionof

otherneeds,forexampleeverybodywasfreetoparticipateinmajoritemsoftradesuchas

gold,saltandivory.

Economicallycommunalworkandworkingtogetherinprovisionoflabourserviceswas

commonamongthesesocieties.Thiswasnotasignofprimitivitybutthenatureof

economicdevelopmentinthegivensocieties.Workwasnotforearningbutratherfor

glorificationofthewholestatelesssociety.Oneworkedfortheotherinexpectationofa

returninarelatedlabourservicetohim orherifneedaroseinfutureforfutureforexample

amongtheItesopeasantswerehelpingoneanotherintheharvestofmillet,sorghum etc.

Contrarytotheviewthatthesesocietieshadneithertradenormarketstotalkoftradewas

averyimportanteconomicactivity.Commercewasrecognized.Thewealthypeoplewere

influential;insocialandeconomicaffairs.TheAkambaandYaotraderswerealsoaforce

toreckonwithastheycouldevenaffordprivatearmies.Thetrendofaffairscanpartly

justifythatwealthbreedspower,ambitionandinfluence.

Agriculturewasanotherimportanteconomicactivity.Thisinvolvedbothcultivationand

pastoralism eg the Kikuyu are remembered forcultivating a variety offoods.The

KaramajongswerepastoralistswhiletheItesoandtheNandiweremixedfarmers.Itshould

howeverbenotedthatagriculturewasprimarilyforsubstance.

Raidingwasthemostimportanteconomicactivityasneighboringsocietieswereraidedin

searchoftradeitemssuchasgold,slave,ivoryandcattle.

Ithasbeenpointedoutthatthosenoncentralizedsocietiesunlikethecentralizedand

Europeancapitalistoneswerelimitedinsocialdivisionaspeoplewereindividualistic,

competitive and believed in equality.No wonderithas been generalized thatnon-

centralizedsocietiesweredemocraticratherwithsomebitofexaggeration.Whatistrueis
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thatalthoughthesesocietieswerelargelyegalitarian,theeldersinfluencedyouthsandthe

wealthyheldsomeimportantsocialpositionsandenjoyedhigheresteem.

Subtopicix:pre-colonialtradeanindustryineastAfrica

Question

HowdidlocaltradethriveintheinteriorofEastAfricaby1800?

From theearlytimesvariouscommunitiesinEastAfricabarteredgoodswithoneanother,

thereforethemedium oftransactionwasonbartersystem,agreement.Fewsocietiescould

producealltheitem theyneededforsurvivale.g.meat,grains,slat,irontools,potsetc.

farmersneededironhoes,axesbutmanyfarmingcommunitiesdidnotliveneariron

depositsordidnothaveironsmithsamongthem.Theknowledgeofironworkingwas

usuallykeptincertainclanswhichguardedtheirsecretscarefully.Therefore,communities

wouldaccessirontoolsfrom thoseoftheskillfulironworkerse.g.theHaandtheZinza.

Nearly,alltheEastAfricacommunitiesneededsaltandthereforeformedsomemeansof

producingitespeciallyfrom burntgrassorfrom thebedoflakesandrivers.Butlargerand

puresuppliescamefrom thesalt–lakese.g.LakeMagadiandfrom thebrinespringse.g.

thoseinUsinza.Suchsourceswereexploitedfortheirsaltbythelocalpeoplesandsalt

becameanothertradeactualitem.

IronhoesandsaltwerethemostimportanttradeitemsoverthewiderareofEastAfrica

andbecameaformalcurrencyinsomecommunities.Sincebothcommoditieswereon

demandandwereeasilytransportableitwaspossibletovalueotheritemse.g.cattle,crops,

potsetc.

Itemsofhoesandsaltthereforethemedium ofexchangewasbartertrade.Manyother

itemsweretradedfrom villagetovillageandattimesoccasionalvillagemarketdayswere

beingorganizedforthispurpose.

Forestdwellerssoldhoneyandbeewaxwhichwasusefulforcuringdiseases(honey)and

thebeewaxforwaxingdrum skinsbow-strings.Huntersexchangedmeatforgrains.

Cattlewerehighlyprizedbymanypeoplewhilesomepastoralistwouldonlypartwiththeir
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cowsinemergencies,thereweresomecommunitiessuchasthoseinNorthernNyamwezi

forwhom tradingwaspartoftheirnormallife.TheKikuyufrequently,exchangethereiron

implementsforcattlewithEmbuandtheAkambaandgaveMasaigrainsforcows.

Communitieswholivedbesidesriversandlakesfounddryfishasausefultradearticleto

tradewiththeirneighborse.g.theNyamweziwholivednearRiverMaragasialwaysdried

thefishwhichtheysoldtoofarawayfrom thecommunitiesliketheYeketribeandthe

Bakiga.

Inearly17thCenturytheYaowereexchangingtobacco,hoesandanimalskinsatKilwafor

importedsalt,clothandbeadssomeofwhichtheybarteredwiththeislandneighborsfor

cattle.Inthe18thCentury,theYaobecametheprinciplesuppliersofivoryandslavestothe

merchantsofKilwa.

ThePokomoofthefertileTanaValleyexchangedtheirsurpluswiththeGallaforivory.The

ivorywassoldtotheSwahilimerchantsforironhoesandaxes.Thetradingsettlementsin

theMombasaareasreliedheavilyonNyikapeopleforivory,grains,honey,beewaxand

timber.

Bytheearly19th centurywhengenerationsofivoryhuntershadlargelydestroyedthe

coastalelephantpopulationtheAkambawhowerefurtherinlandbecametheprinciple

providersofivoryfortheexportmarket.

Itshould be noted thateveryfew EastAfrican knew the use ofivorywhile other

communitiescarriedoutorhuntedelephantsformetandtodisplaytheirbravely.Theivory

waslefttorotorwasusedasfenceordoorposts.Communitiese.g.theNyamwezi

attachedvaluebymakingivorybungles,necklaces,earringseventhoughtheyhadno

traditionsofironworkingorcarving.

LongbeforeArabsandSwahilimerchants(usuallyreferredtoastheZanzibarbegan

organizingcaravansintotheinteriorespeciallybetween1830sand1840swereatlong

distanceandmarketshadcomeintoexistenceandatradingchainhaddeveloped.Thisis

becausethereemergedasystem ofexchangewherebygoodswerebarteredfrom one

tradingplacetoanotheroneoveralongdistanceduringthereignofKabakaKyabaggufor
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instance.PorcelaincupsandplatesandotherforeigntradegoodsreachedBugandaby

meansofchaintrade.

TradingcommunitiesinEastAfrica

Therewerevariouscommunitiesactivelyinvolvedintradeandtheyincluded;Baganda,

Banyoro,Chagga,Pokomo,Iteso,Masai,Kikuyu,Ankole,ArabsandSwahiliamongothersin

Pre-colonialeastAfrica.

AccordingtoSekamwapg51,form the1840ArabsandSwahili’sfrom Zanzibarstartedto

cometoBugandabringingforeigngoodsinexchangeforivoryandslaves.

Medium ofcommunicationinthelocalcommunitieswasbythelocallanguagesbutalso

wheredifferentpeoplemettotransactbusiness.

Medium ofexchangewasbartersystem wheregoodswereexchangedforgoods.

Modeoftransportwashumanpoterageinthepre-colonialtrade.However,lateritturnedto

modernasforinstanceaccordingtoGideonWerepg131,LenanawenttotheBritishin

1894inFortSmithandaskedfortheirhelpandtheBritishwereabletobuildtheirrailway

acrossMasailandwithouttrouble.

Itemsinvolvedintradeincluded;ivory,slave,iron,salt,cattle,animalskins,agriculturalfood

stuffs.

ImportanceoftheLocalindustryinpre-colonialEastAfrica

Thelocalindustryenhancedsocialcohesion/unityinthepre-colonialsocieties.Maxon,pg

103,reportedthatpeoplesofdiverseorigincameinthePareMountainsandbythe16th

centuryclansskilledasBlacksmithshadtakenshapeunderaloosepoliticalsystem.In

Usambara,unitywasencouragedbythetradeindustryduringthereignofthegreatest

ShambaarulerKimweriYeNyumbai(Maxon,pg102)

Industryledtoexploitationofnaturalresources.InUgweno,NorthofParetradeincreased

withtheexploitationofivory.SaltminingwasodneinBunyoro.

LocalindustryalsopromotedlocalcraftsmanshipandartisashipincommunitiesegBark
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clothmaking,BlacksmithworksanIronworkinginBuganda.

Maxon,pg106,assertsthattradeincreasedbetweentheinteriorandtheEastAfricancoast

becauseSeyyidSaidencouragedtradewiththemainlandandhisestablishmentofthe

plantationeconomywithademandforslavesonZanzibaritself.

SUBTOPICX:EXPLOITATIONOFNATURALRESOURCESINPRE-COLONIALEASTAFRICA

Therewerevariousformsoflandtenuresystem inpre-colonialEastAfrica.Therewas

communallandtenurewherebyallcommunitymembershadaccesstoland.Incentralized

stateslikeBuganda,alllandbelongedtotheKing(Kabaka)butworkedbyhissubjectsas

tenantswhopaidtributetohim.

In EastAfrica land was used forhoemsteads,crop cultivation,animalrearing,food

gathering,mining,huntingandfishinginswampsandriversasthecaseforBuganda,

Bunyoro,Iteso,Nyamwezi,PokomoandChagga.

Foodgathering,(Maxon,pg23)hunting,cropfarming,normadicpastoralists,Ogotpg206

KikuyusuppliedagriculturalfoodstuffstotheMasaiandirontotheEmbuandKamba.The

Pokomosupplied.

Culturalpatternsalsoaffectedtheutilizationofnaturalresources.

Inpre-colonialsocieties,cropcultivationwasonshiftingcultivationbasiswherebylandwas

cultivateduntilwhenitlostitsmanureandthenwasabandonedforanotherfertileland.

Saltwasobtainedfrom Bunyorolandandthisformedtheirrelationswithareathatdidnot

producesalt.Cattlewasobtainedfrom pastoralsocietiesliketheIteso,Banyoroand

Ankolewhoculturallykeptlargeherdsofcattlethatalsoaffectedtheirenvironmentbyover

-utilizingtheavailablepasture.

TOPICTWO

SUBTOPIC1:THENGONIINVASIONOFEASTAFRICA

AssesstheimpactoftheNgoniinvasionofEastAfricaduringearlyC19th.

How didNgonimigrationandsettlementaffectthepeopleofTanganyikaduringthe
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C19th?

ExaminetheeconomicandsocialeffectsoftheNgoniinvasiononthepeopleofsouthern

Tanganyikaduringtheearly19th.

TheNgoniwereagroupoftheNgunispeakingpeoplewhomigratedfrom SouthAfrica.

TheirinvasionofEastAfricawaspartofthelargescalemovementofthevariousgroupsof

theNguni,followingtheriseofShakaandhisnationbuildingtechniques.Theybelongedto

theBantuspeakingpeoplewhohadsettledintheSoutheastofSouthAfrica.TheyleftZulu

landin1780andmovednorthwardsdisruptingsocietiestheycameacrosse.g.theTshona.

TheNgoniinvasionwasanoutcomeoftheMfecanethatoccurredinSouthAfrica.

Zwangendabaledthe1stgroupandthelargestoutofSouthAfricain1821andby1822,

theyhad temporarilysettled among the Tsonga in Mozambique.Using the military

experienceoftheZulu,ZwangendabaprovedtoostrongfortheTsongabutdidnotsettlein

thearea.By1840,Zwangedaba’sgrouphadsettledontheUfiipaplateauinsouthern

Tanganyikathusmakingtheir1stsettlementinEastAfrica.Around1848,Zwangendaba

diedandhisgroupsplitintofivevariousgroupsafterseriesofsuccessiondisputes.The

TutaNgonimobednorthwardswhiletheNgoniandtheMbelweNgonimovedtopresent

datZambia.

From UfiipatheGwangaraNgonimovedsoutheastAfricawardsin1860andclashedwith

MasekoNgoniatSongea.TheMasekoNgoniweredefeatedandwereforcedtosplitinto

two ie one group moved southwards to MalawiorNyasaland while the otherfled

northwardsandsettledaroundtheMorogorintheRufigiarea.

ReasonsfortheNgonimigrationintoeastAfrica

TheBierinvasionofSouthEasternAfrica(Natal)from thecapecolony,mademanyBantu

includingtheNgonito losetheirlandsandasasolutiontheywereforced to move

northwardsintocentralandeasternAfrica.Itshouldbenotedthattheirmigrationtothe

areasofMozambiquewasstilldisruptedbythelongjourneyoftheBoerspopularlyknown

asthegreattrek.

Theirmigrationmayhavebeenalsoaresultoftheinfluenceofthegoodleaderslike
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ZwangendabaandMaseko.ItshouldbenotedthatZwangedabaandMasekoweremilitary

IndunaunderShakawhohadtheexperiencetofight,leadandcausechange.Theyledthe

NgonioutofSouthAfricafrom Shaka’sdictatorialtendencies.Otherleadersincludedchief

MaputoandZulugamawhoorganizedwarsagainsttheNgonienemies.

TheNgonimigarationwasprimarilycausedbyShaka’sexpansionwars.Hehadembarked

onavigorouspolicyofexpandinghisempireattheexpenseofhineighbors.Hecreateda

periodofwars(Mfecane)thatforcedmanypeopletomigrateandfindnew areasfor

settlement.That’swhytheNgonifoundthemselvesmovingnorthwardsintoEastAfrica.

InternalconflictsmayhavebeenacausefortheNgonimigration,itisbelievedthatthere

wereclanandlandconflictsthatmadetheirstayinSouthAfricaunbearable.Inadditionas

ShakaexpandedtheZuluboundaries,manyBantuspeakingpeoplefoundthemselvesin

overcrowdedareaswhichmadetheirmigrationinevitable.Aboveall,theZulupoliticswas

characterizedbycivilwars.

Theymayalsohavealsomigratedbecauseofpopulationpressure;itisbelievedthatthe

BantuspeakingpopulationwasgrowingatafasterrateamidsttheEuropeaninvasionof

the Dutch coupled with Shaka’s expansion policy.That’s why military Indunas like

ZwangendabawhowasgoverningtheNorthernprovinceofZululandchosetobreakaway

andfindnewareasforsettlementespeciallyEastAfrica.

TheNgoniarebelievedtohavebeenfarmersandtheymigratedtofindnew areasfor

cultivationgiventhelandpressureintheSouthEastofsouthernAfrica.Theymayhaebeen

lookingforfertilelandsthatwouldsupportagricultureorcrophusbandry.Aboveall,their

farmingsystem ofshiftingcultivationalsoforcedthem toseeknewareasforagriculture

thustheirmigration.

ThemilitarytechniquesandskillswhichwereruthlessasstartedbyShaka,madetheNgoni

youthtoescapetoEastAfrica.ItshouldbenotedthatitwasamustforallZuluyouthto

undergomilitarytraininginordertobecomegoodfighters.Thosewhocouldnotbearthe

harshconditionstrainingjoinedleaderslikeZwangendabatoescapetoEastAfrica.Above

all,themilitarytechniqueslikethecow hornmethodofattackandtheshortstubbing

spearsmayhavemotivatedtheNgonitomigratetoeastAfricaastheycouldeasilydefeat
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theirenemies.

Beingpastoralists,theNgonimayhavemigratedintoEastAfricalookingforpasturesand

waterfortheiranimals.ItshouldbenotedthattheNgoniregardedalllandasbeing

communalandthereforetheneedtorearanimalsinallareastheywished.Aboveall,the

BoershadembarkedonpolicyofraidingtheNgonianimals/cattle.Also,sincethyewerea

warriorandpastoralsociety,theymigratedtoeastAfricatolootandincreaseontheircattle

productionthathadbeenreducedbythedutchraids.

Theloveforadventuremayhavealsoforcedthem tomigrateespeciallytheyouthwho

wantedtoexplorethelandsnorthofRiverLimpompo.ItexplainswhyNgonileaderslike

Maseko,MaputoandZulugamafoundeasetoleadtheyouthoutofSouthAfricabecause

oftheirspiritofadventurism.Aboveall,theageregimentsystem oftheZuluhadnot

allowedyouthtoknowwhatwasbeyondtheirboundariesexceptonspecialoccasionslike

raiding.

Euro-centricscholarsbelievedthattheNgonimigratedbecauseofdiseasesthatbrokeout

intheSouthEastofSouthAfrica;suchdiseasesincludedsmallpox,malariaansleeping

sickness.Failuretogetasolutiontothesediseases,theychosetomigrateawayfrom such

areastodiseasefreeareaslikeeastandcentralAfrica.

ThehostileclimatealsoforcedtheNgonitomovenorthwardsi.e.theyweretiredofthe

extremewetnessandrainthatcameofftheDrakensbergMountains.Therefore,theychose

tomovenorthwardstoareasthathadgoodtropicalclimateespeciallyEastAfrica.Itshould

benotedthatinareaslikeTsongainMozambiquewheretheyinitiallyhadthesameclimate

likethatofsouthAfrica;that’swhytheychosetomovefurthernorthwardstoareaslike

Ufiipathathadgoodclimate.

EffectsoftheNgoniinvasion

Theimpactsofthengoniinvasionwerediverse,complexandlonglastingwithboth

positiveandnegativeeffectsasbelow;

ThengoniinvasionledtoaprocessofempirebuildinginSouthernTanganyikaegit

resultedintotheformationoftheSangustateunderchiefWangu-Mwaka;italsoforcedthe
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Holoholotoreorganizethemselvesinordertowithstandthemilitarypressureandthe

raidingbytheNgoni.IncentralTangayika,ithelpedMirambotostrengthentheNyamwezi

empireandheturneditintoapowerfulcommunity(semi-centralized).Theempirebuilding

madetheEastAfricansverystrongtotheextentofresistingEuropeancolonialism as

reflectedintheAbushiriRevolt1888.

Destructionofsocietiesi.e.theweaksocietiesespeciallyinsouthernTanganyikawere

destroyedthroughraidsbytheNgonie.g.theUsambara,Usagara,theUkamietc.such

communitieswereusedbytheNgonitobeefuptheirpopulationstheycontinuedto

migrateandsettle.Outofthis,somanyAfricansweredisplacedandwerelefttolivea

wanderinglife.

LossoflivesandpropertyietheNgoniinvasionresultedintolargescaledestructionof

othersettlements.Thiswasduetothewarsofaggressionfoughtmainlyinthesouthern

partsofTanganyokaastheNgonigrabbedlandforsettlement.Villagesandlivestockwere

raided,lootedandthousandsofhumanbeingswerekilledintheprocess.Thisalsoresulted

intolongterm foodshortageandfaminerespectively.

TheredevelopedwidespreadinsecurityinTanganyikaastheresultoftheinvasion.The

invadersseemedtohavebeenmilitarilystrongercomparedtotheindigenouscommunities.

AstheNgoniinvadedvillagesmainlyforfoodandcattlesupply,aswellasgrabbingland,

fearandpanicgrippedTanganyikaamongtheinhabitantswhoevenabandonedtheir

agriculturalfieldspavingwayforfamine.

TheNgoniinvadorsusheredinamilitaryrevolutionbyspreadingnew militarytacticsin

theirregionsegtheZulutypeofmilitarysystems.TheNgoniintroducedandspreadtheuse

oftheshortstubbingspear(assegai)thatreplacedthelongthrowingspearsthatcouldbe

thrownonceandforall.Theyalsointroducedthecow hornmethodsofattack,surprise

attackandnightambushes.Theyalsointroducedmilitaryregimentsandregularstanding

army.Therefore,manysocieties adopted these militarytechniques fordefense and

expansion.

ItledtoriseofpersonalitieslikeMirambo,NyunguyaMawe,MwakaoftheHeheetc.it

shouldbenotedthatMirambohadspentalotoftimeincaptivityasacaptiveamongthe
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TutaNgoniform wherehelearntthemilitarytacticsandhow toorganizesociety.Itsno

surprisethathetransformedthedecentralizedsysytemsoftheNyaweziintoasemi-

centralizedsociety.

The Ngoni invasion disrupted trade as it completely displaced people and

transactionactivitiesespeciallythosesocietiesthatwereinvolvedandlivedalongthetrade

routesegtheydisorganizedthesoluthernroutesoftheYaothusmakingtherouteinsecure

astheyoftenlootedtraderswhoeventuallyshiftedtothecentralroutethatmadethe

Nyamwezirisetoprominenceviatrade.ItshouldbeemphasizedthattheTutaNgonialso

disruptedtradebetweenTabooraandUjijiandalsoraidedtheSwahiliandArabtradersat

Sofala.

Detribalization;thiswasaresultoftheconstantattacksandtheinsecuritycausedbythe

Ngoni.Manypeoplewereforcedtofleewhileotherswereincorporatedintotheranksofthe

Ngonisettlers.Thisledtolossorcontaminationofthecultureoftheconqueredpeoplelike

theTungweandChewawhowereforcedtodroptheircultureinfavoroftheNgoniwayof

lifeespeciallylanguages,dressing,militaryandhousingsystems.

Astheresultoftheinvasion,thereemergedgroupsofrobbersandbanditswhoterrorized

thepeopleofTanganyikaandwereNgonimigrantsegtheRugarugas,Mapimpitiandthe

Maviti.Itshouldbenotedthattheseraidedvillagesforslavesandattimesambushedtrade

caravansthuscausinginsecurity.TheywerealsousedasmercenariesbyMiramboaswell

astheSwahiliandArabtraderstoraidforslavesandescorttradecaravanstoandfrom the

coast.

Theinvasionledtointermarriagei.e.theNgonibegantointermarrywithlocalinhabitant’s

theyfoundinsouthandcentralTanganyika.Withthis,itbroughtsocialuntyandreducedon

theinsecuritythatcamewiththeNgonisettlers.

TheNgonimigrantsandsettlerspromotedinterculturalexchangesespeciallywhenthe

localinhabitantscopiedtheculturesoftheNgoniegthepeopleofsouthernTanganyika

adoptedtheNgonibeliefsliketheMwaliculture/beliefwhichculturehadbeenpickedby

theNgonifrom theNdebele.Theyalsoadoptedthecultureofsharpeningtheirteethand

someNgonisettlerswerecarnivores.
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TheNgoniinvasionpreparedthepeopleofTanganyikatoresistagainstcolonialism.The

localinhabitantshavingadoptedthefightingtechniquesoftheNgoni,theylaterusedthem

toresistcolonialintrusionagainsttheGermanegtheNajiMajirebelsespeciallytheNgoni

communitiessuppliedthetacticsintherebellionbuttheywereoutdatedanditexplains

whytherebellionfailed.

TheinvasionincreasedthescaleofslavetradeespeciallyinsouthernTanganyika.The

Ngoniembarkedoncapturingpeopleinordertoincreaseandexpandtheirpopulationand

laterraidedvillagesforslavestoselltotheArabstraders.

Manysocieties,migrantsequallycontributedtotheagriculturalrevolutioninsouthern

Tanganyika.TheyintroducedcropslikepumpkinsandyamsinthekilomberoandRufigi

valley.Theyequallyintroducedthefarmingsystemsofcroprotationandshiftingcultivation,

theyusedtheseprobablybecauseoftheirnomadiclife.

Inthesocialsphere,theNgonimigrantsandsettlersintroducedtheageregimentsystem to

thecommunitiesinTanganyika.Theregimentswereusedfordefensearrangementand

economicactivitiesastheypromoted divisionoflaborand enhanced thesocialand

politicalsetupsinsouthTanganyika.

TheNgonimigrantsandsettlersgrabbedlandespeciallyintheEasternandsouthern

Tanganyika.The people ofTanganyika were made homeless,landless and families

disintegratedegtheTutaNgonidisplacedtheHeheandtookovertheirland.

Inconclusion,theNgoniinvasionofeastAfricaconsistednothpfcrisisandrevolutionto

thepeoplesofTanganyika.

MIRAMBO

Explain the contributions/importance of Mirambo to the social and economic

developmentoftheNyamweziortoTanganyika.

MbulyaMbelyawasborninthelate1830’s(1839)andwasasonofKasandha,ahereditary

NtemichiefofaprovinceknownasOgaweandhismotherwasfrom Uliankuru.Hewasa

tall,toughandsoftspokenperson.MirambowasnicknamebecauseofhisbraveryandI
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meant“deadbodies”.Duringhisearlyyears,hewascapturedbytheTutaNgoniandwas

broughtupundercaptivityatBugombafrom wherehlearnttheNgoni-wartactics.Hemade

severalcontributionstothesocialandeconomicdevelopmentofeastAfricaasbelow;

Hebuiltastrongchiefdom usingtheRugarugasandtheMavitimercenaries.TheNyamwezi

empirewastransformed from adecentralized societyto asemi-centralized powerful

communityunderMirambo.Hebroughttogetherthedifferentchiefdomsthatconstituted

theempire.Hejealouslyguardeditagainstforeignattacksandintrusion.Heusedthe

Rugarugastoextendthechiefdom toBurundi,VinzaandJogwe;inthesouth,heexpended

toBimbwe,TungweandKonongo.BytheadventofEuropeancolonialism,theNyamwezi

justlikeBaganda,Banyoro,Nandietcwereapowerfulpre-colonialEastAfricancommunity.

HeestablishedapowerfularmyinUnyamwezibutthiswasn’tastandingarmylikeitwas

thecaseofBugandaandBunyoro.HeintroducedtheRugarugasandMavitimercenaries

thatconstitutedhisarmy.HeequippeditwiththeNgonimilitarytacticshehadleantunder

captivitye.g.thecow-horn method attackand theuseoftheshortstubbing spears

(assegai)whichwerewidelyusedandintroducedinTanganyika.Thereforehiscontribution

isseeninthemilitaryrevolution.

ThegrowthoftheC19thLDTalongthecentralroutewasmuchattributedtoMiramdo.He

builtcommercialempirealongthetraderoutewhichledtoitsprosperity.Heorganized

tradecaravanstoandfrom thecoast,supplieditemslikeslaves,golddustandlater

groundnutinexchangefortheglassware,gunsandensuredthefree-flowoftradeitems

alongthetraderoutes.

Hewasastrongpre-colonialEastAfricanleaderwhoputtheArabsandSwahilitraders

underfirm control.Hedemandedrespectfrom thecoastaltradersandwhentheyrefused,

he occasionallyclosed the trade routes untiltheyaccepted his demands especially

between1870and1875.ForalongtimethereforetheNyamwezipeoplewerehighly

respectedbythecoastaltraderswholaterestablishedthemselvesintheinterior-Tabora.

Thiswassocialrevolutionbecausepreviouslyforeignersunderminedtheinterioreast

Africantribes.

Theprosperityofthetradeactivitiesform theCongobasin,BunyoroandBugandawere
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attributedtoMiramboandNyamweziasawhole.Unlikethesoutherntraderoutesofthe

LDTwhichwasinsecureasaresultoftheNgoniraids,thecentraltraderoutewaspeaceful

because ofthe securitythatwas provided to the traders.The trade caravans from

Nyamweziland wereescorted to and from thecoastbytheRugarugas.In addition,

Miramboensuredthateveryfamilyalongthetraderoutegaveenoughsecuritytothetrade

caravansthatpassedby,inadditiontocleaningthetraderoute.Thispartlyexplainswhy

thevolumeoftradeshiftedfrom thesouthernroutetothecentralroute.

Heisnotonlyrememberedforhavingbuiltacommercialempirebutalsoensuredthatthe

Nyamwezihaveaccesstothesourceofrevenue.Hethereforeintroducedvarioustaxeson

thegoodthatpassedthroughthecentralroutethatwashisareaofcontrol.Thesetaxes

wereknownasHongo.Heoccasionallyincreasedthem whichbroughtincomplaintsfrom

theArabandSwahilitraderswhohadevenoptedtouseotherroutestoavoidheavy

taxation.Alsotaxeswerecollectedontradeitemsfrom theCongo-freestateofLeopold.

ThisboostedtheeconomyofNyamweziastaxationwasamajorsourceofrevenue.

DuringtheLDT,slaveswerethemostvaluableitemstotheSwahiliandArabs.Thedemand

forslavesgreatlyincreasedwhensaidSeyyidtransferredhiscapitalfrom Muscatto

ZanzibarandestablishedtheclovesplantationthereforeMirmbocontributedtoslavetrade

asheemployedmachinestoraidvillagesandcaptureslave.Heevenestablishedstrong

marketsforslavesespeciallyatUrambowhereslavesweresoldandbroughtbytheArab

traders.Thereforethehumansufferingtheslavesunderwentwaspartlyattributedto

Mirambo’sactivities.Inspiteofthesehowever,slavetradebroughtprosperitytoMirambo

andtheNyamweziasasourceofincomeorrevenue.

Hiscontributionwasalsosignificantintheagriculturalsector.Heencouragedpeopleto

grow crops like sorghum and milletwhich were droughtresistantcrops.He even

encouragedpeopletostorefoodinthetraditionalgranaries/storesandtocontributegrains

to thenationalgrain reservein orderto safeguard againstfamine.Theagricultural

activitieswerecoordinatedbythesettlementleaders(Ggungulis).Helaterintroducedrice,

cow peasandgroundnutstotheNyamweziasnew cropsfrom theArabs.Thiswidened

thefoodbasketoftheNyamwezi.
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HeextendedfriendlyrelationswiththeEuropeansi.e.headmiredthem andsawthem as

sourceofprestige.Heintendedtousethem asasourceofprotectionagainstexternal

attacks/threatsespeciallyfrom theArabsandSwahilitraderswhohadestablishedabase

atTabora.That’swhyheinvitedJohnKirktoNyamweziland.

HealsocateredforthespiritualneedsoftheNyamwezibyintroducingChristianity.He

invitedthechurchmissionarysocietyintohischiefdom astheypassedthroughNyamwezi

landontheirwaytoandfrom Buganda.ItshouldbenotedthatheencouragedH.M.Stanley

toinvitemissionariesinNyamwezilandtospreadChristianity,civilizetheNyamwezi(artof

readingandwriting)andstoppingslavetrade.

HepromotedgoodneighborlinesswithimportantsocietiesandArabtraderse.g.hemade

tradeagreementswithMuhammadbinHamid(TippTippu)whowasthemostpowerful

eastAfricancoastaltrader.HealsoestablishedfriendlytieswithMsiriandevenallowedhis

caravansform thecoasttopassthroughhisempireonthewaytoKatanga.

Apartfrom theArabs,MirambosoughtforopendiplomaticlinkswithMuteesatheKabaka

ofBuganda.Forthisreason,hesentrepresentativesto Muteesa in 1876 and 1881

respectively.HisgestureforfriendshipwasextendedtothesultanofZanzibar.Tohim,this

wouldenablehim secureasteadysupplyofgoodsfrom BugandaandtheEastAfrican

coast.

Inconclusion,MiramboaNyamwezibybirthandprincebybackgroundmadebothpositive

andnegativecontributionstothesocialandeconomicdevelopmentofEatAfrica as

discussedabove.Hiscareerasashrewddiplomatandanadvocateoffriendshiptiesleft

behindanevershiningexampletobeemulated/copiedbytheAfricanleadersofany

generation.

SUBTOPICII:SLAVETRADEINEASTAFRICA

Slavetradereferstothebuyingandsellingofhumanbeingswhileslaveryisabsolute

possessionofahumanbeingbyanotherorasituationwhereoneworksforanotherunder

harshconditionswithorwithoutpayments.Itinvolvesthegrossviolationofhumanright.

During the C19th slave trade in eastAfrica reached its climax among the African
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communitiesandthemajorslavetradingcommunitiesincludetheAkamba,Yao,Nyamwezi,

Bagandaetc.theslaveraidersattackedvariouscommunitiesforslaveswhichweresoldto

theArabstoworkonthesugarplantationsinZanzibarandPembawhileotherswere

exportedtoAmericatoworkonthesugarplantationsthere.Someslaveswereusedfor

potteragei.e.carryinggoodsfrom theinteriortothecoastandviceversa.

METHODSUSEDTOOBTAINSLAVES

Questions

HowwereslavesobtainedinEastAfricaduringC19th.

ExplainthemethodsusedtoobtainslavesinEastAfricaduringthe19th.

Raiding;thiswasmostimportantwherethestrongsocietiesraidedtheweaksocietiese.g.

theYaoraidedtheWenyesa,theNyamweziraidedtheUkamiwhiletheNgoniraidedthe

Hehe.Thisraidingwasdoneby specializedmercenariesthatwerehiredforthispurpose

egMirambousedtheRugarugas,NyunguyamaweusedtheMapimpitiandTippTippu,

Fundikira,Mkwawaetc.tosupplyslavesonaseasonalbasisespeciallytheenergeticyouth.

TheprominentamongtheArabsnegotiatorswasSeyyidSaid.

Throughdirecttrading;theArabtraderswouldofferfinishedmanufacturedgoodseg

mirrors,clothes,dunsandgunpowderetc.fordirectexchangeforslavesunderbarte

system arrangement.

Asaresultoftheintertribalwars;throughthenumerouswarsbetweensocietiesandtribes,

manypeopleweredisplacedandfamiliesdisintegrated.Inthatprocess,thedisplaced

peoplewerecapturedbyheslavedealersandsoldthem intoslavery.

Through agreementoffriendship and protection;attimes the slave masters signed

agreementswiththeAfricanchiefsbutonconditionsthattheysuppliedslavesegMirambo

signedatreatyofprotectionwithSeyyidSaidbutonconditionthathesuppliedslaveson

theclovesplantationsonZanzibarandPembaIslands.

SlavesweregiventotheslavetradersasgifsbytheAfricanchiefs;thiswasaform of

appreciationandhospitalitygesturestotheslavetradersforcooperatingwell.
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Somepeopleweresoldasslavesbecausetheywerecriminalsorhadcommittedserious

offences/crimes thatviolated the customarylaws eg murders,perennialthieves,tax

defaulters,rapistsetc.thiswasmorepronouncedamongtheNyamweziandBaganda.

Thereforesellingoffcriminalsinthesesocietieswasamechanism ofmaintainlaw and

orderbutatthesametimeitactedassourceofslavestoArabs.

Sometimes,theconqueredstatescontributedslavesastributestotheirrulers.Suchslaves

weresoldtotheArabs.ThiswasasignofloyaltytotheconqueredegBusogausedtogive

slavestoBugandaandtheOmukamaofBunyoroinstructedtheprovincialprincessto

collectslavesfrom theconqueredstatesegToro,Karagweetc.

Arabsobtainedslavesbyencouragingintertribal,intercommunityorinter-societalwarsby

wayofsupporting one rulerortribe to attack the otherottheirneighbors.In that

disorganizationespeciallyofpeoplewhoweredisplaced,theywerecapturedforslavery.At

times,theArabsthemselveswouldassistoneruleragainsttheotheronconditionthatthe

captivesorprisonersofwarwouldbetakenasslaves.

TheArabsusedtoemploytalentedwarriorsasmercenariesortribestoraidtheinferior

villagesandhuntforslavese.g.theyemployedtheAnagocheyaotoraidtheweakWanyesa

andattimestheyemployedtheRugarugasandMavitiforthesame.

AttimestheArabsthemselvescameintotheinteriorandraidedweaksocietiesforslaves

e.g.SeyyidSaidorganizedcaraansintotheinteriorspecificallyforslavestoworkonthe

colveplantationsinZanzibarandPemba.

ORGANIZATIONOFSLAVETRADEINEASTAFRICA

Questions;

HowwasslavetradeorganizedintheeralyC19th?

DescribetheorganizationofslavetradeinEastAfricaduringthepre-colonialperiod.

HowdidslavetradethriveamongtheinteriorcommunitiesofEastAfrica?

Fortheorganizationofanytrade,itinvolvestheanalysisofitemsoftrade(importsand
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exports),theparticipants,systems,medium ofexchange,marketsetc.Thereforeslave

tradeinEastAfricawasorganizedalongthefollowingaspects;

Participantsi.eitinvolvedbothinternallandexternalpeopleintheinterior,manysocieties

participatedinslavetradebecauseitwasaneconomicactivityandtheseincluded,theYao,

Nyamwezi,Banyoro,BagandaetcandpersonalitietoowhosuppliedslavestotheArabs

especiallySeyyidSaid.Theexternalpeopleinvolvedincluded,Arabsatthecoastandthe

EuropeansespeciallyBritishandAmericans.

Medium ofexchangeieSlavetradewasorganizedonabartersstem whereagivennumber

ofpeoplewouldbeexchangedformanufactureditem egmirrors,clothing,gunsandgun

powder,glasswareetc.Atalaterstage,cowrieshellsorcoinswereintroducedbythe

IndianBanyans/mneylenders.

Places/centersi.eslavetradetookplaceintheinteriorofEastAfricainirganizedslave

markets/centers eg Ujiji,Ugowe,Ukiambu,Urambo,Karema etc which doubled as

collectingcenters.AlsoattheEastAfricancoastwhereestablishedslavetradecenterseg

ZanzibarslavecenterthatexportedslavestoEuropeandAMERICA(BrazilandJamaica).

Themiddlemanshipi.e.from theinterior,thechiefs/kingsandprominentslavedealers

actedasmiddlemenbetweentheArabandSwahilitradersandslavingmercenaries.

ProminentamongthesewereMirambo,TippuTipp,Msiri,Kabalega,Nyunguyamaweetc.

alsopeoplelikeSeyyidSaidactedasmiddlemenalongthecoastbetweentheinteriorand

theoutsideworldi.e.AmericaandEuropetotheextentthathewasreferredtocommercial

princeofEastAfricabytheEuropeans.

Methodsofobtainingslaves;thistooktheform ofraiding,sellingcriminalsthroughthe

intertribalwars,negotiationswithAfricanrulers,agreementsanddirectattacksonAfrican

villagesinordertoensureconstantsupplyofslaves.

Modeoftransport;theSwahili/Arabstradersorganizedslavecaravansfrom theinteriorto

thecoast.Thecaravansconstitutedslavesfrom theinteriorthatwerechanied,carrying

goodsegivory,gold,foodstuffsetctothecoast.Inshort,themodeoftransportwas

poterage(walking).Atalaterstage,donkeysandcamelswereintroducedtocarrygoods



77

suchthatslavescouldmovefreelywithoutdyingontheirwaytothecoast.

Themedium ofcommunication;atfirstthistooktheform ofwhispersorgesturesorthe

useofAfricanlanguages.Butlater,ArabicandBantuvocabularieswereemergedtoform

theSwahililanguage.Therefore,Swahiliwasadoptedasamedium ofcommunication

duringthetradetransactions.

SlaveswerethemajorexporttoEurope,AsiaandBrazil.Theseweresupplementedwiththe

scarceexportgoldandivory.

Onlyyoungenergeticmenandwomenweresoldintoslavery;theoldwereleftoutsince

theywerenotlucrativetotheslavedealers.Howeversomechildren/babiescouldbesold

togetherwiththeirmothersasbonustotheconsistentArabbuyers.

Theslavesweremainlythroughfourmaintraderoutesi.e.TheSudaneseroutefrom

NorthernUganda,theNortherntraderoutewasdominatedbytheAkamba,thecentralroute

dominatedbyNyamweziandthesouthernroutebytheYao.Itshouldbenotedthatofall

thetraderoutes,thecentraltraderoutesoftheNyameziwashechiefsupplierofthese

items.

Effectsofslavetrade

AssesstheimpactofslavetradeonthepeoplesofEastAfricaduringtheearlyC19th.

ExaminethesocialandeconomiceffectsofslavetradeinEastAfricaduringthepre-

colonialperiod.

Lossoflivesi.e.slavetradeledtolossoflivesofmanyslaves.Itshouldbenotedthatslave

tradewasconductedharshly,deadlyandbrutalirywheremanypeoplewereshotdeadas

theytriedtorunawayfrom thearmedraiders.Someslavesdiedalongthewayorjourney

astheywerebeingdriventothecoast.Otherswerejustkilledofforexampletheyfailedto

walk,fellsickorotherwise.Someslavesjustdroppeddeadduetoheavyloadsofivoryand

goldtheycarried.Slavetradethereforedepopulatedmanysocietiesi.e.eastAfricalost

between30–40millionpeople.

Detribalization;slavetrademademanypeoplelosetheirtribalidentityaswellasfamily
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identity.Thiswasbecausemanyslaveswerecaptures,raidedandsoldtoveryfaraway

placeswheretheycouldnottracebacktheirhomesorroutes.Tribalidentitywaslost

becausetheslaveraidsdisorganizedfamilies.

Sufferingandmiseryi.e.itinstilledfear,panicandterrorbecauseofthedeadlyraids,it

involvedsettingablazehuts,shootingthelimbs/legsofthosewhotriedtorunorphysical

confrontation.Thisforcedmanypoepletoabandontheirhomesandwenttoliveinthe

bushes,swampsandforest.

SlavetradeattractedthecomingofmissionariestoEastAfrica.Itshouldbenotedthatthe

missionariescametoabolishslavetrade,spreadChristianityorcivilizationbecausethey

feltthatsellinghumanbeingswasinhumanandunderminedthedignityofmankind.That’s

whytheychampionedthecrusadesandwereeffectiveinabolishingittotheextentof

introducinglegitimatetrade.

Slavetradeattractedcolonialism;followingthecomingofthemissionarieswhopausedas

abolitionists,theyinvited theirhomegovernmentshelped them inthecrusadewhich

directlyledtocolonizationi.e.theflagfollowedthecross.Thecolonialists/abolitionists

preferredtoreachthesourcesofslavesinordertostopitbecausethesoldslavesto

AmericaandEuropewerecausingpolitical,socialandeconomicproblemsthere.Itshould

benotedthatthemissionariesalsoinvitedtheirhomegovernmentstoprovidesecurity

againstthehostileslavetradersortheanti-abolitionists.

ItledtoinvreasedintermarriagesbetweentheSwahiliandtheArabs;inthecourseof

waitingforheslavesasperthemonsoonwindscalendar,andinthespiritofcreating

friendshipwiththeAfricansespeciallythechiefswhocouldhelpintheacquisitionofslaves,

intermarriagesbecameinevitable.Asaresult,anewraceofpeopleknownasthefro-Arabs

wasproducedoremergedinareaslikeTabora,UjijiandBagamoyowhichwerechiefslave

collectingcenters.

ItledtothespreadofIslam i.eastheArabsslavetraderscameintocontactwiththeslaves

interiordealers,theyappreciatedthevaluesoffaithoftheArabslavetraders(Islam).That’s

whymanyslavetradingcommunitiesespeciallyalongthecoastandcentralTanganyika

embracedIslam totheextentthatevenaftertheabolitionofslavetrade,Islam remainedin
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theinteriorwithprofoundimpact.

Slavetradedisrupted socialpeaceasitcreated inter-tribalwars,raids,conflictsand

migrations.Itshouldbenotedthatinanattempttoraiseagoodnumberofslaves,stronger

societiesraidedweaksocietiese.g.theNgoniraidedtheHehewhichincreasedwarfareand

disruptedpeace.Aboveall,theArabslavedealerssupportedsomecommunitiestoraid

otherswithanagreementoftakingtheprisonersofwarasslaves.

Theslavetradeactivitiesledtotheintroductionofthegunamongtheinteriorcommunities

becauseitwasthemosteffectiveweaponforacquiringslaves.Aboveall,communitieslike

Bugandathathadguns,extremelyraidedBunyoro,AnkoleandBusogawhichincreasedon

thewarfare.

ItledtotheriseofcommercialempiresinEastAfricai.e.slavetradeasaneconomic

activitymadesomecommunitiestogetalotofwealthandbuildverystrongempiresas

theyexpandedusingtheprofits/revenuethatwasacquiredfrom sellingofslavese.g.

SeyyidSaidbuiltacommercialempireatthecoast,Msirialsoestablishedcommercial

empireincentralTanganyikaaswellsasMiramboinNyamweziland

SlavetrademadetheAfricanchiefstobecomerichastheybecamemiddlemenbetween

theslavingparties.Theywereabletoaccessnewmanufacturedgoodsform theArabse.g.

clothes,guns,Daggers,mirrorsandotherluxuries.SuchpeopleincludedchiefsFundikira,

Nyunguyamawe,MiramboandTippuTipu.

Theslavetradeactivitiesstimulatedthegrowthandexpansionofsomecoastalstateslike

Zanzibar,Malindi,SofalaandKilwaastheywereslavecollectingcentersfortheexternal

world.

Withtheslavetradeactivities,newcropswereintroducedinEastAfricaegtheArabswho

settledatTaboraandMiramboestablishedriceplantationsbecausetheywerecertainof

thecheapslavelaborandMiramboestablishedriceplantationsbecausetheywerecertain

ofthecheapslavelabor.Later,wheatandotherfruitswerealsointroducedthatwere

exchangedforslaves.

SlavetradeopenedEastAfricatothewesternworldasEastAfricatradedwithEurope,Asia,
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AmericaandArabia.Atalaterstage,withtheintroductionofcowrieshellandcoins,East

Africawasintroducedintothecapitalisticeconomyoftheworld.

Inthelongrun,underthethemeofabolishingtheslavetradeactivities,theslavetrade

routeslaterdevelopedintomoderntransportroutesofroadsandrailwayse.g.thenorthern

slavetraderoutesdevelopedintomoderntransportroutesofroadsandrailwayse.g.the

northernslavetraderoutedevelopedintotheUgandarailwayandlaterthecentraltrade

routedevelopedintotheTanzam railway.

SlavetradeincreasedonthevolumeoftheLDTasmanyArabandSwahilitradersmoved

longdistanceslookingforslaveswhoincreasedthevolume,qualityorsizeofthetrade

activities.

Itledtothedevelopmentofcommercialcentresthatbecameurbancenters.Itshouldbe

notedthatupontheArabpenetrationintotheinteriorofEastAfrica,theyestablished

homesorcollectingcentersorstoresthatlateremergedintotownse.g.Tabora,Ujiji,

Karongo,Kazembe,Bagamayo,Pangani,Urambo,Karemaetc.

Slavetradedisruptedagricultureasmanypeoplekeptonrunningandhidingfrom theslave

raidersleavingtheirgardensun-attendedto.Thisbroughtfarmingtoastandstilland

eventuallypavedwayforfamineincentralsouthernTanganyika.

SlavetraderobbedEastAfricaofitsyouthfulenergeticlaborforceastheywereraided

leavingbehindtheoldandthechildrenwhocouldnotdomuchontheeconomicactivities.

Thisledtounderdevelopmentofthepre-colonialeconomyofEastAfrica.

ReasonsforthedevelopmentofslavetradeinEastAfrica

a)AccountforthedevelopmentofslavetradeinEastAfricaduringearlyC19th.

b)ExplainthefactorsthatledtothedevelopmentofslavetradeineastAfricaduring

theearlyC19th.

Thetransferofthecapitalfrom MuscattoZanzibarbySeyyidSaidincreasedslavetrade

raidingoractivities.UponhissettlementattheEastAfricacoast,heestablishedthecloves

plantationonZanzibarandPembaIslandsthatneededslavelabor.Hethereforeorganized
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raidingcaravansintheinteriortogetthismuchneededslavelaborhenceitsdevelopment.

EstablishmentofKilwaandZanzibarasleadingslavemarketsalsoincreasedslavetrade.It

shouldbenotedthatthesemarketsexportedbetween8,000–100,000slavesannually.

Therefore,withthisreadymarket,itmotivatedAfricanchiefstocarryoutraidstosupply

tradeactivities.

TheeffectivenessofslavetraderoutesalsomadeiteasyfortheArabsorslavetradersto

penetratetheinteriorandthesubsequentacquisitionofslaves.Itshouldbenotedthat

beforethedevelopmentofthesetraderoutes,Arabsusedtostayatthecoasttowaitfor

theslavestobebroughttothem atthecoast.

Thedevelopmentofsavetradewasduetoreligiousprejudice;theArabsbeingMuslims

andtheQuranbeingagainsttheenslavementoffeloowMuslims,EastAfricabecamethe

principletarget/supplierofslavestotheEuropeanworldgiventheirpaganandChristianity

routes.

ThepresenceoftheambitiousAfricanchiefswhowantedtobebecamerich/wealthye.g.

Mirambo,TippuTipp,Nyunguyamawe,Msirietcwhoorganizedraidsonsocietiesfor

slavesandforpurposesofbecomingrich.Alsotherewastheneedforforeigngoods

especiallygunsbytheinteriorchiefsinordertoconsolidatetheirempires.Thisincreased

slaveraidsasthegunsincreasedthemomentum oftheArabpenetrationintheinterior.

Theoccurrenceofthetribalwarsamongtheinteriorsocietiesledtothedisplacementof

peopleandmadeiteasiertocapturethewonderingpeopleforslaverypurposes.

Withthefactthattherewasnorecognizedtransportsystemsyetthegoodshadtobe

carriedtoandfrom thecoast,thetradersresortedtousingslavesasmeansoftransportto

maximizeprofits.Itshouldbenotedthataftersellingthegoods,theslaveshadcarried

them tothecoastweresoldtooorgiventotheArabsasbonus.

Tosomesocietiestobesoldasaslave,wasapunishmentespeciallyamongtheBaganda

andtheNyamwezi.Thisactofsellingcriminalsfacilitatedtheoccurrenceofslavetrade

anditwasameasureofmaintaininglawandorderintherespectivesocieties.



82

Withthefactthatslaveswerehighlydemandedworldovertoworkaslaborers,miners,

soldiersanddomesticservantsthiswasinevitable.

Slavetradeasanactivitywaspartoftheeconomicactivitiesofsomeinteriorcommunities

thatbroughtinrevenueinstateslikeNyamwezi,Kikuyu,BugandaandamongtheYao.

Therefore,stoppingitmeanteconomicsuicide.

WHYSLAVETRADELASTEDFORSOLONG

Question

a)AccountforthedelayintheabolitionofslavetradeduringtheC19th.

NB:Theentireabovefactors(reasonsforitsdevelopment)doexplainthedelayitsabolition

(1–11).

TheillegaluseoftheBritishandAmericanflagsbytheslavetradersorsmugglersmadeit

difficulttoeffecttheabolitionprocess.ItshouldbenotedthatBritainhadchampionedthe

abolitioncrusade/campaignbutthePortuguese,FrenchandSpaniardshoistedtheBritish

andAmericanflagsontotheirshipsandferriedawaytheslaves.

TheBritishpatrolsquadronwaslimitedinoperation,onlytothecoastalareaslikeZanzibar

andPemba.Thereforetheslavesmugglersgotalternativeroutesandthepracticewenton

uncheckedintheinterior.

Therewasalsoaquestionofnationalprestigeandindependencei.e.manycountries

especially Brazilregarded the British abolition crusade as an intervention in their

sovereigntyandindependence.ThereforetheycouldnotallowBritaintodictateovertheir

economicundertakingviatheabolitionofslavetrading.

TheprincipleofhumanrightsandlibertieswerenotfullyappreciatedinEurope.InEast

Africa,suchinhumanactse.g.humansacrificeswerestillacceptable.Thereforeslave

tradewasseenasalesserevilandthat’swhyittooksolongtobeabolished.

THEABOLITIONOFSLAVETRADEINEASTAFRICA

Question
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a)WhyslavetradewasabolishedinEastAfricaduringthe2ndhalfoftheC19th.

Theabolitionofslavetradereferredtothestepsoractsofstoppingslavetradeandslavery.

ThecrusadeofstoppingslavetradeinEastAfricabegunwaybackintheC18thi.e.1722

andanumberoffactorscontributedtotheabolitionofslavetradeasbelow;

ThewritingofAdam smithi.e.hewasaBritishhumanitarianactivistandapoliticianwho

openlyroseuptodecampaignslavetradeasbeingevilandexploitative.Withtime,he

pressuredtheBritishparliamenttoenactalaw thatwasabolishingslavetradeandhe

becamealeadingcampaigneragainstslaveryandslavetrade.

TheAmericanwarofindependenceof1776;thiswarintroducedtheideasofdemocracy

andfreedom ofallpeople.Itencouragedmostoftheoppressedpeopletodemandfortheir

rightincludingslavesthathadbeenexportedtoAmerica.Latertheideasofthewarspread

tothewholeworldandwereusedtodecampaignslavetradeandslavery.

Theroleofthepressandpublicopinion;thepressreferredtothereportspublishedby

journalists,explorers,humanitarians etc.in the newspapers,magazines,journalsand

pamphletsandsuchreportsshowedhoweviltheslaveraidsandcaravanswere.Because

ofsuchreports,theBritishgovernmentbecameinterestedinabolishingslavetradeinEast

Africa.

TheeffectiveabolitionofslavetradeinWestAfricaledtotheabolishofslavetradeinEast

AfricatheabolitionofslavetradeinWestAfrica,theslavetradersescapedtoEastAfrica

wherethecrusadehadnotyetbeenlaunched.However,thisforcedtheBritishabolitionists

tocometoEastAfricatoabolishittoo.

Effectsoftheindustrialrevolution;itledtothedevelopmentofmanyindustriesthat

requiredskilledlaborotherthanslavelabor.Italsoledtotheinventionofnew machines

thatreplacedtheslavelabor.SuchdevelopmentledtotheabolitionofslavetradeinEast

Africa.

Theideasofthe1789Frenchrevolutioni.e.thiseventintroducedequality,libertyand

fraternitywhichencouragedpeopletodecampaignslaveryandslavetradejustlikein

Francewheretheideasoffeudalism,forcedmanyoppressedpeopletodemandforliberty
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andfraternity.ItexplainswhytheVeronafatherscametoEastAfricatostoptheevil

practices.

Theriseofpoliticalthinkers’e.g.JJRousseau,whoadvocatedfortheequalityofallmen,

condemnedtheexploitationofpeasantsandadvocatedfortheprotectionoftherightsof

allpeople.AlthoughaFrenchphilosopher,hisideasremainedfirm foundationswhichwere

usedtodecampaignslaveryandtheoppressedpeopleincludingEastAfrica.

Theriseofhumanitarianorganizations;thesewerebasicallychurchorganizationse.g.the

London Missionary Society,Church Missionary Society etc.and otherhumanitarian

agencies,thatdeclaredslavetradeillegalandinhuman.Throughtheirteachingsthey

forcedtheBritishgovernmenttochampionthecampaignbothinEastAfricaandWest

Africa.

Effectsoftheabolitionofslavetrade

Thedevelopmentofroadsandrailwaysi.e.duetotheabolitioncrusade,Britainbuiltroads

andrailwaystofacilitatetheabolitionofslavetradee.g.theUgandarailwaywasstartedin

1896atMombasaunderthesupervisionofengineerSirGeorgeWhitehousetotheinterior

ofEastAfrica.Evenroadse.g.Mackinonroadfacilitatedtheeconomicgrowthandthe

transportationofrawmaterialsincreasedthusdevelopmentofKenya.

Thedemandforrawmaterialsaresultoftheabolitioni.e.Europeancountriesdemanded

foragriculturalandmineralrawmaterialse.g.cotton,coffee,tea,rubber,copper,goldetc.

ThislaterledtothecolonizationofEastAfricatoensuresteadysupplyofrawmaterials.

Ledtotheintroductionoflegitmatetrade,aftertheabolitionofslavetrade,thewhites

introducedlegitmatetradei.e.tradeinindustrialgoodse.g.textile(clothing),guns,minors,

glassware,luxuriesetcthatreplaedslavesastradingitems.

Itledtheintroductionofcashcropsi.e.theabolishofslavetrade,Europeansintroduced

newcashcropse.g.coffee,pyrethrum,tobacco,tea,rubberetc.ledtoplantationfarmingin

EastAfricaandlatersettlersestablishedtheirhomestosupervisesuchundertakings.

Anewform ofslaveryemergedi.e.aftertheabolitionofslavetrade;manyAfricanswere
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enslavedaslaborersonEuropeanfarmsandindustriesthroughthecreationoflabor

reservecampse.g.NgogiandLaikipaiinKenya.TheAfricanlaborergotexploitedwithlittle

ornopayatallunderharshworkingconditions.

Theslavetraderslosttheirwealthi.e.theAfricanandArabslavedealerslosttheirwealth

followingtheabolishcrusade.Intheinterior,Africanslavedealersbecamepoorandstarted

otheralternativebusinesslikefarminge.g.theNyamwezishiftedfrom slavetradingtothe

growingofgroundnut.

TheArabsintroducednew businessintheinteriorsincetheslaveitem wasnolonger

lucrative.Theyopenedupshopsandlargestoresofclothing,food,luxuriesandirontoolsin

placeslikeTaboora,UjijjiandBagamoyoetcwhichpavedwayforurbanization.

ItledtotheemergencyofsomeindustriesinEastAfricai.esmallscaleindustriesthatwere

basicallyAgro-basedwereestablishedtoreduceofthebulkoftheagriculturalproductseg

thecottoncanaries.Thisboastedtheexportsoftheagriculturalproducts.

FoodproductionincreasedintheinteriorofEastAfricaasitregaineditslabourforceunlike

theperiodbeforewheremanyenergeticmenwerecapturedandsoldasslaves.Becauseof

theabolitionofslavetrade,Africanssettled.

ItincreasedthespreadofChristianityinEastAfricai.e.followingtheabolition,many

AfricansacceptedChristianitybecausemissionariesweretheleadingabolitionistsofslave

tradeinEastAfrica.TheyacceptedChristianitybecausetheChristiansmissionarieshad

condemnedslavetradeasbeingevil,satanicinhumanandsinful.

Itledtotheestablishmentofnew homesforthefreedslaves.Theabolitionforcedthe

EuropeanstointroducenewhomesforthefreedslavesinplaceslikeBagamoyoandFrere

inMombasa.Suchnewhomesactedasrehabilitationcentresfortheex-slaves.

PeaceandsecurityreturnedtotheinteriorofEastAfricabecausetheabolitioncrusadehad

endedtheslaveraidsandtheslavewarswhichhadrobbedEastAfricaofpeace.

Africansdisrespectedtheirchiefsbecauseoftheirinvolvementinthesellingoffellow

Africansintoslavery.
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ItledtopopulationincreaseintheinteriorofEastAfricai.e.duetotheabolition,theEast

African population doubled because new people lived a settled life.Theytherefore

cultivatedalotoffoodsandpopulatedmorechildren.

Problems/obstacles/factorsthatdelayedtheabortionofslavetradeinEastAfrica

AccountforthedelayintheabolitionofslavetradeineastAfricaduringthe19thcentury.

Explainthefactors/problemsthatwereencounteredinthetransitionfrom slavetradeto

legitimatetrade.

a)Lackofenoughfunds

b)Oppositionfrom othercountriesespeciallyUSA,FranceandHungary

c)TheBritishanti-slaveryshipsweretoofew.

d)Theabolitionistsignoredtheinteriorandconcentratedonthecoast

e)Tropicaldiseasesintheinterioregmalaria,yellow feverandsleepingsickness

scaredawaytheabolitionists.

f) Lackofgoodtransportandcommunicationsystemsi.e.theinteriorhadpoorroads

thathinderedtheactivitiesoftheabolitionists.

g)Theabortionstrugglewaslefttothemissionariesalone.

h)Hostilitiesfrom Africanchiefswhobenefitedfrom slaveforexampleKabalega

i) Thetreatiesthatweremeanttoabolishslavetradewereweake.g.theMoresbyand

theHammertontreatiesonlypreventedthemovementoftheslaveshipsbutnotthe

practice.

j) Oppositionfrom theArabslavetradedealerse.g.MsiriandTippuTipp.

k)Theabolitionistslackedadequateknowledgeofthecoastintheinterior.

l) Thepresenceofarmedslavedealerswhoattimeskilledtheabolitionistsegthe

Rugarugas,MavitiandtheMapimpiti.
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m)Slavetradewasaveryprofitablebusinessi.e.ittookashortertimetoearnprofits

thanlegitimatetrade.

n)Theuseofverbal/oralcampaigns.

o)ItwasdifficulttoidentifyslaveshipsanddhowsbecausetheyusedtheAmerican

andBritishflags.

p)Therewasapermanentdemandforslavetradelabouratthecoastofplantationof

clovesatZanzibar.

q)TheArabshadlearntnew tricksofsmugglingtheyestablishednew routes,used

smallerboatsandavoidedtheoceanwatersthathadbigtraffic.

r) Longgestationperiodofthecropsthatwereintroducedi.e.theytooklongtomature

e.g.coconuts,rubberandothers.

s)Technicaland scientificproblemsalso undermined theproductionofcropsas

requiredinlegitimatetrade.
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SUBTOPICIII:SEYYIDSAIDNDTHEEASTAFRICANCOAST

SeyyidSaidwasbornin1971atMuscatthecapitalofOmantoSultanBin-Said-Ahmedof

theBusaidrulingfamily.Hecametopowerin1804attheageof13yearsafterhisfather

hadbeenkilledinanavalbattle.Hebecamearuleratthattenderagebutentrustedthe

thronetohiscousinBadr-Bin-Saif.Attheageof15,SeyyidSaidfeltthathebecamemature

enoughandaskedhiscousintohandoverthethronebutBadr-Bin-Saifrefude.What

followedwasapowerstruggleandforfearofhislife,hetransferredhiscapitalfrom

MuscattoZanzibarbetween1806and1840.

WhySeyyidSaidtransferredhiscapital

Anumberofreasonbothinternalandexternaldoexplainwhyhetransferredhiscapital

from MuscattoZanzibaralongthecoast;

Duringhisvisitbeforehetrasnferedthecapital,hegreatlyadmiredthecoastalclimate

whichhethoughwasgoodforhumansettlementandcrophusbandry.Hethereforein1806

begantotransferhiscapitalbyputtingupstructuresnotuntil1840whenhesettled

permanentlyatZanzibar.

He wanted to controlthe EastAfrican trade effectively;whileatOman,Seyyid Said

organizedhistradecaravanstotheccoastbutfeltinsecureandwantedtohavecontrol

overtradesothathebenefitsfully.Evenhisrepresentativesatthecoastwerecorruptand

unreliable.Hethereforewantedtobeinchargeoftradeandthat’swhylaterhereferredto

him selfasa“commercialprince”ratherthanapoliticalsultan.

HehadplentyofpoliticalconflictsinMuscat,thecapitalofOman.HiscousinBadr-Bin-Saif

continuedtochallengehisauthoritybecausehewasveryyoung.TheEastAfricancoast

hadalsotheMazruifamilywhichresistedSeyyidSaidbasingatMombasa.Therefore,in

ordertocontrolthehostilityoftheMazruifamilytogetherwiththepowerstrugglein

Muscat,hetransferredhiscapitaltoZanzibar.

Itshould benoted thathisgrandfatherhad onceruled theEastAfrican coastafter

defeatingthePortuguesein1698.Therefore,sincehisfatherandothersultanshadonce

ruledtheEastAfricancoast,SeyyidSaidwantedtocontinuewiththecoloniallegacyby
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wantingtoestablisharulingdynastyattheEastAfricancoast.That’swhyhetransferred

hiscapital.

ThefertilesoilsofPembaandZanzibarislandsmotivatedhim totransferhiscapital.The

soilswererichinmineralsandcouldsustaincrophusbandryespeciallythegrowingof

clovesandspices.

Theabundantslavelabourwasanimportantfactortoo.Itshouldbenotedthatlabour

beinganimportantfactorofproduction,itspresenceandaboveallcheapinEastAfrica

promptedhim toopenupclovesplantationsandthereafter,Zanzibarturnedintoaslave

collectioncenter.

Healsowantedtotransform Zanzibarintoastrategicmarket.Itshouldbenotedthat

ZanzibarwasstrategicareathatcontrolledthevolumeoftradeinandoutofEastAfrica

(Entryport).HealsowantedtoestablishstrategictradelinkswithAsiaandAmericausing

Zanzibarasabase.

Zanzibarhadgoodwatersandharborsthatcouldallowbigshipsfrom Britain,Americaand

AsiatoAnchorandtradewiththecoastalpeople.HehopedtotaxtheseEuropeanships

andtradersastheybroughtinmanufacturedgoods.Hewantedtoactasagobetweenthe

AfricaninteriorsocietiesandtheEuropeantraders,forprofitmakingreasonshencethetitle

commercialprince.

ManyhistoriansarguethatthetransferwasduetothehospitalityandloyaltyoftheEast

AfricanpeopleascomparedtothoseofOmanandMuscate.g.thepeopleofthePate

Islandatthecoastinvitedhim tocomeandrescuethem form theruleofMombasa.

Hetransferredthecapitalforselfishinterestsi.e.togainpopularityandprestigeasaruler

oftwoterritoriesi.e.OmaninSaudiArabiaandZanzibar.

Itshouldbenotedthatbeforehetransferredhiscapital,seapiratesusedtoraidhistrade

dhowsbetweentheEastAfricancoastandMuscat.Thereforethetransferwasintendedto

check/controltheseapiratesthathadmadetradeontheIndianOceanwatersalmost

impossible.
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Zanzibarstrategically had a security advantage by hernature ofbeing an Island.

Enemies/aggressorscouldeasilybeseenapproachingthusanadvantagefrom external

enemies.

ImpactsofSeyyidSaidontheEastAfricancoast

a)ExplainthecontributionsofSaidSeyyidtothesocialandeconomicdevelopment

ofEastAfricaduringthe19thcentury.

b)Discuss/describethesocialandeconomicdevelopmentsofSeyyidSaidtoEast

Africaduringtheearly19thC.

c)AssesstheroleplayedbySeyyidSaidinthedevelopmentofEastAfrica.

d)ExaminethesocialandeconomicreformsintroducedbySeyyidSaidbetween1840

and1856.

Economically.HeencouragedthegrowingofcropsontheZanzibarandPembaIslands.He

realizedthehighdemandforclovesinEuropeandAsiaandthereforeencouragedthe

Zanzibartogrowcloveswhichbroughtinrevenue.Bygrowingcloves,Zanzibarbecamethe

chiefsupplierofclovesworldoverwhichmadeEastAfricatobeknowninthecapitalistic

circles.

ThesettlementofSeyyidSaidatthecoastencouragedtheIndiantraderstosettlein

Zanzibarandalongthecoastline.Itshouldbenotedthatthesewereexperiencedtraders

andmoneylenderstotheArabandSwahilitradersofthecoast.Theiractivitieshelpedto

increasethevolumeoftradebothatthecoastandtheinterior.Theyevenfacilitatedslave

tradeactivitiesastheyexchangedslavesforthemanufacturedgoods.

He encouraged trade between the EastAfrican coastand the outside world.He

transformed Zanzibarinto an internationalmarketnotonlyforslave trade butalso

manufacturedgoods.Thisencouragedthecomingoftradersfrom Britain,Germany,France

andAmerica.

Heboastedtradethroughsigningcommercialtreatieswithforeigncountriesforexample

GermanyandUnitedSatesofAmericawhichalsoboostedthediplomaticrelations.He



91

equallysignedtradetreatieswiththeinteriorchiefsofEastAfricaforexampleatreatywith

chiefFundikiraoftheUnyamwezithatgrantedhim passageofhistradecaravanstoCongo-

freestate.

Healso signedasecuritytreatywithMirambo to guardagainsttheactivitiesofthe

Rugarugas,MavitiandMapimpiti.Throughthis,hewasabletoencouragetradewiththe

interiortribes.

HissettlementatthecoastledtotheimprovementofsecurityontheIndianOceanwaters.

Itshouldbenotedthatbeforehetransferredhiscapital,seapirateshaddisturbedhistrade

ships/dhows.Thereforeuponsettling,hefoughtand controlled theseapiracywhich

improvednotonlythesecuritybutthevolumeoftradeatthecoasttoo.

Hetransformedthestandardsofcommercialrelations,i.e.herevolutionalizedtradeatthe

coast.ItshouldbenotedthattradeontheEastAfricacoastwasarrangedonabarter

system ofarrangementwhichwasinconveniencing intermsofvalueformoney.He

therefore encouraged and introduced the Indian currencyofrupees and latercoins.

ThereforehemonetizedtradeontheEastAfricancoast.

HeencouragedEuropeanstoopenuptradespostsandnotonlyinZanzibarbutalsointhe

interiorofEastAfricae.g.TheGermansopenedupatradingpostinZanzibarin1844which

boostedthecommercialrelationsbetweenZanzibarandGerman.Latertheyopenedup

postsinTanga,Tabora,Ujijji,Uramboetc.whichpartlyexplainedtheurbanizationthat

developedthereafter.

Zanzibarbecameentry-portofEastAfrica,ithandledthevolumeoftradebetweentherich

hinterlandandtheoutsideworld.TheEuropeantradersuseditasacommercialpointfor

thetradingactivities.

Heintroducedataxationsystem thathithertoneverexistedinthetradingactivitiesofEast

Africa.ZanzibarbeingstrategicallylocatedattheentryoftheEastAfricaninterior,he

taxedimportsandexportstherebyraisingrevenue.TheIndianBanyans(moneylenders)

whowereskilledandexperiencedtraderswereusedbySeyyidSaidintheassessingand

collectionoftaxes.
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FollowingtheestablishmentofclovesinZanzibarandPemba,therewasneedforcheap

labor.Accordingly,SeyyidSaidorganizedtradecaravanstotheinteriorforcheaplabor

which led to slave raids and slave trade respectively.EastAfrica therefore became

depopulatedasmanypeopleweretakentoworkontheclovesplantations.Itsnowonder

thatlaterZanzibarbecametheleadingslavetradecentreontheEastAfricancoastline.

Ironically,laterSeyyid participated in the abolition ofslave trade eg he signed the

Hammertontreatyof1844withBritainwhichforbadeslaveoutsidehisterritory.Healso

providedpatrollingdhows/shipsinordertomonitortheslavetradeshipsintheIndian

Ocean.

HisactivitiesattheEastAfricancoastandZanzibarinparticularalsoencouragedtheArabs

andSwahilitraderstopenetrateintotheirinterior.Thisledtothedevelopmentofcaravans

routesintotheinteriorwhichsubsequentlyturnedintogoodtransportandcommunication

linese.g.theformerTabora-Bagamoyotraderoutewasreplacedbyarailwayinthelater

years.

HissettlementledtotheintroductionoftheIslamicfaithnotonlyatthecoastbutthe

interioraswell.Islam wasspreadtotheinteriorthorughtheearlytradecontactswiththe

interiortribesespeciallybyIbrahim-Bin-AhmedwhowasthefirstArabtoarriveinUganda

in1884andKabakaSsunaIIallowedhim topreachIslam totheBaganda.TheIslamicfaith

affectedthesocialandeconomiclivesoftheBuganda.Hissettlementatthecoastledto

the developmentofthe Swahiliculture and marriage.This came in the form of

intermarriages.HealsointroducedtheQuranicschoolsandtoacertaindegreetheSharia

lawwhichwasasourceofrevolutionandtransformation.

HeintroducedthegunpowdertotheEastAfricaninteriorcommunitieswhichincreased

slaveraids,tribalwarsandwarfareintheinteriore.g.theconflictbetweentheNyamwezi

andtheUsambaracommunities,BagandaandBanyoro,ChaggaandHeheetc.

HissettlementatthecoasthelpedtoendtheEastAfricancoastalstates’rivaltiesthathad

madetradeinsecure.Thisbroughtinaperiodofpeaceandsecuritytothecoastalpeople

andtotherelatedtownsthathithertofoughteachotheregKilwa,Mombasa,Sofala,Pate,

PembaetcthatwerebroughtunderoneruleofSeyyidSaidthereforehebroughtpolitical
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instabilityattheEastAfricancoast.

Inconclusion,hediedin1856andhadgiventheEuropeansandAmericansanimpression

thathewasarulerofthewholeEastAfricayethewasforPembaandZanzibaronly.

Becauseofhisenormousandtremendouscommercialskills,Eurocentricscholarsgave

him thetitleofthecommercialprince.

ReasonsfortheincreasedArabpenetrationintoEastAfrica

a)WhydidtheArabspenetratetheinteriorofEastAfricaintheearly19thC?

b)ExplainthereasonsfortheincreasedArabspenetrationintheearly19thC.

c)WhyweretheArabsinterestedinEastAfricaninteriorintheearly19thC?

They wanted to establish theirown trading posts in the interiori.e.they wanted

independenttrading posts where they would collecttrading items quickly without

exploitativemiddlemene.g.theNyamwezithusincreasingtheirprofitsmarins.Such

tradingpostsincludedTabora,Ujijji,UramboandKasongo.

Theywerelookingfortradeitemsbecausetherewerescarcityofthetradingitemsatthe

coastespeciallyslaves,ivoryandattimesthegolddust.Theythereforepreferredtoenter

theinteriorandhaveaccesstotheactualsourcesoftradeitemsgiventhefactthatEast

Africawasarichhinterland.

TheArabswhohadinitiallyconcentratedontheEastAfricancoasthadbecomeveryrich

andthereforewantedtoinvestintheinterior.Thatiswhytheyenteredtheinteriorand

openedupagriculturalplantationsofriceandtheconstructionofbigstoresatplaceslike

Tabora.

IncreaseinthevolumeoftradeforcedmanyArabsintheinterior.Becauseoftheincrease

inthevolumeoftrade,therewasneedtomaximizeprofitsbytheArabstraders,aboveall,

thetradeactivitieshadexpandedtoasfarastheCongofreestate,Nyasaland(Malawi),

SudanandtotheMonomotopaempirethepresentdayZambia.

TheArabswantedtoeliminatetheEastAfricanmiddlemensothattheybecomethe
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controllersoftradeintheinterior.Theyalsowantedtocontrolthesourcesofthetrading

itemsintheinterior.

AbovealltheyhadbecomejealousofthewealthoftheAfricanchiefsandwantedtohavea

share.ThearrivalofmoreArabswithSeyyidSaidatthecoast,forcedsomeofthem to

entertheinteriortolookfornewtradingandsettlementcentere.g.Bagamoyo.Aboveall,

evenSeyyidSaidencouragedthem toentertheinteriorbyorganizingcaravansintothe

interiortownslikeUjijji,Uramboetc.

TheriseofZanzibarasaninternationalslavemarketforcedmanyArabstoenterthe

interiortosearchforslavesandotheritemsastheywereassuredofthereadymarketat

Zanzibar.Asaresult,heArabslatersettledintheinteriorunderthepresenceofssafe

guardingthecollectingcenters.

Theriseoflargeplantationsofclovesandcoonutsatthecoastforcedtheownerstoenter

theinteriorforslavelabortoworkontheirplantation.Later,theArabsestablishedslave

collectingcentersintheinteriorinordertoensureaconstantsupplyandsuchcenters

pavedwaytourbanization.

ThearrivaloftheIndianBanyansatthecoast,theseweremoneylenderswhoextended

loanstotheArabsandSwahilitraderswhoenteredtheinteriortoinvetsitbyopening

businessesthroughtheestablishmentoftradingposts.

TheincreaseinthenumberofIndiantradersatZanzibarforcedsomeArabstoenterthe

interiortoventureinfreshopportunitiesastheyfacedcompetitionfrom over6000Indian

tradersinZanzibar.TheirarrivalwithlotsofmoneyevenrenderedtheArabmoneylenders

eselessthsutheirpresentationintotheinteriorforvirginbusinessareasofpotentialegrice

growingandcoastfearingdiseasesandsomehostiletribes.

The developmentofmedicalcentres in Zanzibarand discoveryofquinine in 1856

encouragedtheArabstoentertheinterior.Havinggotthemedicine,theArabswhofeared

tropicaldiseasese.g.malaria,yellow fever,smallpoxetc.now enteredtheinteriorand

establishedthemselvesthroughcommercialactivities.

ThesuitableclimateintheinteriorattractedtheArabsi.e.manyArabsandtheSwahili
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tradersconsideredtheinteriorclimateasgoodforhumansettlementandwouldenable

business.Giventhefavourableraincalendar,withtime,theclimatewassuitableforcrop

husbandryandthatiswhytheyestablishedplantationsatUramboandUjijjirespectively.

SomeArabswantedtospreadIslam ortheircivilizationtotheinteriorcommunities.Some

ofthem werehumanitarianswhofeltitdutyboundtospreadIslam usingtheQuranic

teachings,that’swhybesidestheirsettlementcenterslikeTabora,Ujijji,theyconstructed

quranicschoolstoteachtheIslamiccivilization.

ThedevelopmentoftradegroupsintheinteriorencouragedtheArabstopenetratee.g.the

centralrouteofthelongdistancetradewhichwasonflatraisedplateau,broughtinArabs

likeBagamoyo,IjujjiandKasongoetc.

ThedevelopmentoftradingcentersbroughtinmoreArabsintheinterior.Itshoulbenote

thatAfricanchiefshaddevelopedtradingpoststhathadattractedcommercialactivities

whichpromptedtheArabstoenterandsettleinareaslikeUrambo,Kasongoetcthat

becamepermanenthomesfortheArabs.

Hospitalityoftheinteriortribesattractedthem i.e.theycameintotheinteriorbecause

sometribeswerefriendlytothem especiallytheNyamwezi,BagandaandtheAnachinga

Yaoeg1844KabakaSsunaifBugandainvitedAhmed–BinIbrahim tohispalaceatMengo

whichpavedwayforthecomingofmoreArabstoBuganda.

EffectsofArabspenetrationintotheinterior

NB:refertotheeffectsofthelongdistancetrade

ReasonsforthegrowthoftradingcentreintheinteriorofEastAfrica.

Questions

a)AccountfortheemergencyoftradingcenterintheinteriorofEastAfricaduringthe

early19thC.

b)ExplainthefactorsthatledtothegrowthoftradingcentersintheinteriorofEast

Africa.
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Outoftheactivitiesoflongdistancetrade,manytradingcentreeergedintheinteriore.g.

Tabora,Ujijji,Ugowe,Urambo,Kasongo,Khotakhota,Bugamyo,Pangani,Karagwe,

Nyangwe,Bisa,Chewaetcgrewbecauseofthefollowingreasons;

The increasing participation ofthe African societies in the interiortrade led to the

developmentofsuchcentres.Inthespiritofhavinglocaltradethrive,eachsocietyinthe

interiordevelopeditsowntradingcentrewhichactedaslocalmarket.Itwerethesethat

emergedintotradingcentreespeciallywiththepenetrationoftheArabse.g.Tabora,Ijujji,

Uramboetc.

TheincreasingpenetrationoftheArabsintotheinteriorledtotheriseoftradingcentre.

WhentheArabsenteredintotheinterior,theyestablishedthemselvesintotradecenters

anditem collectingcenterewhichgavewayforslow urbanizationoftradecenterseg

Tabora,UjijjiandBagamoyo.

Thepresenceofthetraderoutesintotheinterior,shouldbenotedthateachtraderoute

passedthroughsettlementswhichlatergrewintolargetradecenterse.ginallsettlements

werethecentraltraderouteofthelongdistancetradepassed,thereemergedintotrading

centerse.g.Kasongo,Tanga,Karema,Urambo,Tabora,Nyangweetc.

SeyyidSaid’sarrivalatthecoast;hesentmanyArabcaravansintotheInteriortoestablish

tradingpostsinordertopromotetradeoractascollectingcenterofthevarioustrading

itemsegTanga,PanganiandUjijji.

The rise ofAfrican traders led to theirgrowth e.g.the rise ofMirambo,Msiri,

Nyunguyamawe,Machemba,Mtalika,Fandikira,Mataka1etcledtothegrowthofcentreeg

Urambo,ManyemaandKhotakhotawhichactedastheiroperationcommercialbases.

TheriseofSwahilitradersintheinterior;theSwahilitradersthatpenetratedtheinterior,

eachestablishedhisowntradecenterintheinteriorinanattempttocreatecommercial

arease.g.MuhammadBinHamid(TippuTipp)establishedatradingcenteratManyema,

MuharaestablishedtradingcentersatNyangwewhileSaidBinBabuatUramoandAbdallah

BinNasibestablishedatTabora.

IncreaseddemandforslavesforcedtheArabsandSwahilitoestablishtradingcentersin
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theinteriorforcollectingslaveswhichlateremergedintourbancentersofcommercial

activitiese.gBagamoyo.

IncreaseddemandformorelandforplantationfarmingamongtheSwahilitradersi.e.upon

settlingintheinterior,manySwahiliandArabtradersbegantoconfiscatelandfrom the

interiortribesinordertoestablishclovesandothercopslikerice.Thereforewiththe

farmingactivities,tradingcentreslikeTaboraandBagamoyoemerged.

Theneedfororganizedmarketsi.e.theSwahiliArabtradersweretiredofbuyingAfrican

tradeitemsfrom individualsorcommunities.Therefore,theybegantoorganizevillage

centersthatwouldactastradecenters.Withtime,placese.g.Bagamoyo,UjijiandUrambo

emergedintotradingcenters.

Theneedforsecurityamongtradersledtothedevelopmentoftradingcenters.Thetraders

wanted to securetrading centersfortheircommoditiesand transactionsinorderto

minimizethemovementofgoodsthroughtheinsecureareasthatweredeepintheinterior

andforested.That’swhycentreslikeKazembe,BisaandKaremaemergedintheCongo-

freestatezone.

Theneedsforstoragefacilitiesi.etradingcentreswereestablishedintheinteriorsoasto

actasstoresforthetradeitemsintheinterior.Thiswouldpreventgoodsfrom getting

destroyedduringlongdistancesandaboveall,usingheadpoteragesuchareaslikeTabora

evenhadundergroundcavesthatactedasstores.

ThehospitalityoftheAfricanleaderswhowelcomedtheArab-Swahilitraderstostaywith

them e.g.Mirambo invited Said Bin Babu who laterstayed forgood and developed

collectingcentersatUrambo.
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SUBTOPICIV:LONGDISTANCETRADEINEASTAFRICA

Questions

a)Howwasthepre-colonialcaravantradeorganized?

b)DiscusstheorganizationalfeaturesofthelongdistancetradeinEastAfricaofthe

earlyC19th

c)AccountforthedevelopmentofthetraderoutesintheinteriorofEastAfricaduring

theearly19thCentury.

d)WhyweretheEastAfricansocietiespre-occupiedwithlongdistancetradeinthe

early19thC?

e)AssesstheroleoftheNyamweziintheorganizationanddevelopmentoflong

distancetradeduringtheearly19thC.

f) WhyweretheNyamweziabletoplayadominantroleinthelongdistancetrade?

g)AssesstheimpactoflongdistancetradeonthepeopleofEastAfrica

h)Accountforthegrowthoflongdistancetradeintheearly19thC.

i) Discussthechallengesfacedinthelongdistancetradeduringearly19thC.

j) Accountforthecollapse/declineoflongdistancetradeinthe19thC.

Thelong distancetradewasa complexorganizationalundertaking which involved a

multitudeofcommoditiesinvolving/dealingwithitemsandhumansoverlongdistances.

ThepeopleinvolvedwerebasicallytheYao,Nyamwezi,Kikuyu,Chagga,Bunyoo,Baganda,

Akmba etc and prominent personalities like Tippu Tipu, Kabalega, Mirambo,

Nyunguyamawe,Fundikira,Msiri,Mtalikaetc.whowereabletoform largeandformidable

empiresbasedonsoundcommercialgrounds.

Organizationalfeaturesofthelongdistancetrade.

 Modeoftransport



99

 Participants

 Medium ofexchange

 Places/centers

 Middlemanship

 Traderoutes

 Itemsinvolved

 Medium ofcommunication

Thelongdistancetradewasconductedalong3mainroutesi.e.

Thecentralroute;ithaditsbeginningfrom BagamoyototheinteriorviaTabora,Ujijitothe

CongoFreeState.From Tabora,therouteextendedtoKaragweintoBugandaandBunyoro.

From Ujiji,itextendedacrossinTanganyikatothecommercialempireofMsiri.Thistrade

routewasdominatedbythestrongNyamwezi.NunyoroandtheZanzibars.However,the

mostpowerfultraderalongthisroutewasMirambowhoatonetimebetween1871and

1875closedtheroutewhentradershadfailedtopaytaxes(Hongo),forpassingthrough

histerritories.Themainitemsonthisroutewereslaves,beewax,Gnuts,Goddust,Copper

ore,saltetc.

Thesouthernroute;thisroutebeganfrom thecoastaltownofKilwaandextendedto

southernTanganyikatotheformerNyasaland(Malawi)beyondtocentralAfricatotherich

GoldminesofMonomotapaempirepresentdayZambiatoSofala.Thisroutewasmainly

dominatedbytheYaoandthemaincommoditieswereCopper,gold,Ivoryandslaves.Later

theNgonialsodominatedthisroute.

Thenortherntraderoutes;ithaditsbeginningfrom thepresentdayMombasatothe

interiorcommunitiesweretoldtocarrytradeitemsfrom thecoast.Theyalwaysmovedin

lineshenceformingtradecaravans.Attimes,thecapturedslaveswereforcedtocarrythe

itemstothecoastandafterthattheyweresoldofftoo.Inthelaterstages,camelsand

donkeyswereintroducedbySeyyidSaidinordertoensureconstantsupplyoftradeitems.
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Themedium ofexchangewasatfirstbarteri.e.theexchangeofgoodsforgoodsbutlater

cowrieshellsandIndianrupeeswereintroducedasformsofmoney.Itshouldbenotedthat

whenKilwabegunmintingcoins,theywereadoptedasformsofmoney.

Participantsi.e.thosewerebothinternalandexternal.Theexternalparticipantsincluded

theArabs,EuropeansandtheIndianBanyans.Mostimportantly,SeyyidSaidplayedan

instrumentalrole in co-coordinating the externalparticipants by making Zanzibara

commercialcentre.Theinternalparticipants/societiesandindividualsliketheNyamwezi,

Akmba,Yao,Baganda,BanyoroetcandidividualslikeMirambo,TippuTipu,Fundikira,

Kabalegaetc.

Itemsinvolved;thesewerebothinternalandexternal.Theexternaltradeitemsmainly

includedmanufacturedgoodsegclothes,mirrors,glassware,gunsandgunpowder,vine

etc,thatwerebroughtbytheArabs,IndiansandtheAsians.Theinternaltradeitems

includedslaves,Ivory,Golddust,beewax,Ostrichfeathers,ironore,copperetc.

Middlemanshipi.e.personalitiesandsocietiesplayedthemiddlemanshiproleinthe

transactionofthelongdistancetradee.g.MiramboandtheNyamwezicommunityplayeda

confluentialroleincollectingtradeitemsfrom theCongofreestates,BanyoroandBaganda,

whiletheYaoactedasmiddlementothetribesbeyondtheEastAfricaninteriorcoast,

SeyyidSaidactedasamiddlemanbetweentheoutsideworldandtheEastAfricaninterior

communitiestotheextentthathewasdescribedasthecommercialprinceofEastAfrica.

Place/centersi.e.theseweremajorlythecoastaltradingcentersandtheinteriortrading

centre.PlaceslikeZanzibaractedasaslavecollectingcentreanditwasabaseforthe

IndianBanyanswhofacilitatedtrade.OthercentresatthecoastincludedKilwa,Mombasa

andSofalaetc.Intheinterior,tradingcentrelikeUrambo,UjijjiandKaremaetc.actedas

collectingcentersforthevarioustradeitemsespeciallyintheArabspenetrationintothe

interiorofEastAfrica.

Medium ofcommunicationi.e.ntheinitialstagestradersusedgestures/signsasthere

wasaproblemsoflanguagebarrier.However,astheArabswaitedformonsoonwinds(a

periodof5monthsatthecoast)theyintermarriedwiththeAfricanandwithtime,the

Swahililanguageevolved(amixtureofArabicandBantulanguages)whichbecamethe
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medium ofcommunication.

ThemajorlongdistancetradecommunitiesinEastAfrica

TheYao;

TheYaoasatribelivedontheEasternsideofthepresentdayMalawinearR.Ruvumain

Tanganyikaandtheywereoftwoclansi.e.theAnachingaYaoandAnagocheYao.Inthe

beginningtheywereagriculturalistsandrearedsomefewanimals.Cultivationwasmainly

doneonsubsistencelevelandsmallscalefishingwascarriedoutonR.Ruvuma.Therefore,

theireconomywassubsistenceandmixed.Aroundthe1820stheYaobecameincreasingly

interestedinthelongdistancetradeandthenlateradoptedit.Theymovedfurtherintothe

interiorofEastAfricatosearchfortradingcommodities.Bythe1850’stheyhadmovedas

farascentralAfricainsearchortradeitems.ThemainreasonswhytheYaogotinvolvedin

thelongdistancetradeareasbelow;

AmongscatteredYaocommunitiesweretheskilledblacksmithwhomadetoolslikearrow,

bangles,necklacesandotherornaments.Therefore,theyminedcopperore,ironore,and

golddustwhichcouldbegotfrom theinterior.Theythereforestartedtravelinglong

distancetoplacese.g.Sofala,Katanga,Rubumbashietc.insearchofthemineralores

whichtheycouldmold/smeltintovariousitemsandweresoldtofarawaycommunities

andatthecoastespeciallyatKilwa.

TheYaogotinvolvedinthelongdistancetradebecausetheyweregreattravelers,forthey

usedtosay,“Hewhoknowsforeignpartsorareasisamanworthknowing”.Evenamong

thevillageplacesthemainsubjectsofconversationwastravelandhewhoknew other

placesfarawayfrom theYaolandwasalwayslistenedtowithrespect.Thereforebeing

greattravelers,theywereabletosearchfortradeitemswhichtheyusedinlongdistance

tradeespeciallygolddust,ironoreandcopperore.

TheYaoarerememberedasthemostactiveAfricantradersofEastAfrica.Slavetrading

wasacustom fortheambitious.Yaorulerstoincreasepowerbyraidingtheneighboring

communitiesforslaves.TheYaohadasaying,“Achiefwithoutpeopleisnothing”.This

practiceincreasedinthe19thCwhentheYaowanteditemstheyneverproducedespecially
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foodstuffsandivory.

TheYaohadcommercialcontactsbothwiththeinteriortribesandthecoastalpeople.This

wasfurtherfacilitatedbytheexistenceofwell-knownroutesinthecountryofChewaand

BisaonLakeNyasaland.Thesecontactsmotivatedthem togetinvolvedinthelong

distancetrade.

TheYaogotinvolvedbecausetheyhadpowerfulchiefswhowouldorganizeforthetrade

itemsfrom theinteriorcommunitiese.g.Mataka1wasaknownslaveraiderandisbelieved

tohavehad600wivesalmostallofthem acquiredbyslaveraiding.Hewouldorganize

tradecaravanstothecoastespeciallytoSofalaandKilwa.

TheYaowerestrategicallylocatedastheywerefoundinanareabetweenthecoastal

Arabsandtheinteriorcommunities(NyasaLand).ThereforetheYaoactedasmiddlemen

sincetheArabscouldnotpenetrateintheinteriorofEastAfrica.

Yaolandwasarichhinterlandwiththemostvaluabletradeitemsthatwereneededatthe

coastespeciallyGodandslaves.Theincreaseddemandfortheseitemsespeciallywhen

SeyyidSaidtransferredhiscapital,madetheYaoincreasinglygetinvolvedinthelong

distancetrade.

Question

a)AssesstheroleoftheYaointhegrowthanddevelopmentofthelongdistancetradein

EastAfricaduringtheearly19thCentury.

TheAkamba;

TheAkambaareanethnicgroupinKenyaandtheywereveryactiveparticipantsinthelong

distancetradetogetherwiththeKikuyu.TheyestablishedtheirKingdom intheregionof

MobinhillsinthesouthernKenyanhighlandsinanareastretchingfrom UlutoKituyiwere

theypracticedshiftingcultivation,huntingandweresemi-nomadicpeople.Thefollowing

reasonsdoexplainwhytheAkambabecameinvolvedinthelongdistancetrade;

Intermsofcultureandtraditions,theywereveryindustriousandenterprisingpeople.They

were interested in trade atthe infantstage ofthe long distance trade.Before the
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introductionoflongdistancetrade,theyhadparticipatedintheGoldtradeandIvorytrade

withtheneighboringcommunities,whichhelpedthem adoptthetradesystemswherebya

leaderwasincontrolofaparticulararea.Thisfacilitatedthecreationofapoliticalsystem

thatorganizedthem fortrade.

TheAkambalandhadavarietyoftradingitemsi.e.itwasendowedwithanumberof

resourcesespeciallyivoryandinmostcasesgoodhunterswereregardedassuccessful

personalitiesintheircommunities.Thispromotedmanyyouthstogetinvolvedinhunting

notonlyforprestigebutalsoacquiringivoryfortrade.

Theyalsomaintainedgoodcordialrelationswiththeirneighborsandtradingpartners

especiallytheNyikaandKikuyuandtoacertainextentthePokomoandMasai.This

thereforemeantthattherewassecuritywhichcompelledtheArabtradersandtheinterior

communitiestotradewiththeAkamba.

Traditionally,inthehistoryoftheAkamba,theywereslaveownersandsuchslaveswere

obtainedaspioneerofwarinthedifferentwarfares.Theyounggirlscouldnotbesoldoff

buttheywereretainedandmarriedbytheAkamba.Thisthereforemeantthattheywerethe

chiefsuppliersofslavestothecoastalArabsatMombasa.

JustlikeamongtheYaotheNyamwezi,theAkambagotinvolvedinthelongdistancetrade

in orderto become wealthy.Among the Akamba,trade provided opportunities for

individualstobecomerichandpowerfule.g.themostfamousoftheAkambatraderswas

Kivoiwhobecameagreathunterandtraderbetween1830and1840.Heorganizedslaves

andlargecaravanstotheareaaroundKilimanjaroandcontrolledtradetoandfrom.

TheNyamwezi;

Thiswasoutstandingcommunitythatparticipatedinthelongdistancetradeonthecentral

routeinTanganyika.Duetotheirskillsintrade,theywereabletomonopolizetradeand

becameintermediariesbetween theinteriorcommunitiesand thecoastalArabsthus

accumulatingalotofwealth.Theyparticipatedinlongdistancetradebecauseofthe

following;

TheywerestrategicallylocatedonthecentralrouteinthecentralpartofTanganyikawhich
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enabledthem togiveeasyaccesstotradersfrom thecoastandtheinterior.Theywere

thereforeforcedtojointhelongdistancetradebecauseoftheirgeographicallocation.They

movedbetweendifferentwarriorsweresolootythattheyrobbedmanycaravansthathad

passedthroughNyamwezilandwithoutMirambo’spermission.

Theyjoinedthelongdistancetradebecausetheywereneartheironandsaltproducing

regionse.g.IronorewasatTinzawhilesaltwasatVinza.Thisthereforemeantthatthey

soldthesetwomineralstothesecommunitiesthatcouldn’tproducethem e.g.theysoldto

theSegu,Zaramo,Gogo,Okoroetc.latertheArabs.

Theyhad averyresourcefuland richlyendowed communitywhich supplied alotof

commodities.Theyhadarichhinterlandthathaditem likeivory,honey,beewax,Rhino

horns,slaves,Gnuts,Gold,salt,ironimplementsetc.andontopofthattheywereskilled

huntersandusedtotravellongdistancesinsearchforslavesandivory.

Theywereskilledtradersandskilledwarriorswhowerecapableofdefendingtheirtrade

caravansandeconomicinterests.TheclearpersonalitieswereMirambo,Nyunguyamawe,

FundikiraandMtalikawhowerepoliticalleadersbutchampionedtradeinNyamweziland.

Theycommandedlargearmiesensuredsuccessintheirtradingactivitiesandprotected

theirwealth.Theyworkedasateam toimplementthevarioustradepoliciesespecially

taxationonthecentralrouteoftheHongotax.

Theywerealsoadvantagedinthattheyacquiredgunsbeforeotherareasintheinterior.

Thishelpedthem toimposethemselvesonhuntingandgeneralwarfare.Itshouldbenoted

thatthegunswereusedforhuntingelephants(ivory)butlatertheywereusedforslave

raids.Therefore,thegunshelpedthem tobecomeaprominenttradingcommunityinEast

Africa.

Naturally,theywereambitionedandenthusiasticcommunityloveforforeigngoodsthat

promptedthem toparticipateinthelongdistancetradeitemslikeguns,beads,spices,

mirrorsetc.wereacquiredbytheNyamwezifrom theArabstraderstomaintaintheir

pompousculture.

Geographically,Nyamweziland was a plateau with no outstanding lakes,rivers and
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mountains.Withthiskindoflandscape,itwasveryeasyfortheNyamwezitotravellong

distanceswithoutphysicalhindrances.Theseeasymovementsenabledthem tocarryout

transactions easily withoutmuch physicalhindrances compared to the Chagga of

mountainKilimanjaro.

Theywereadvantagedinthattheiragricultureactivitiesfittedwellintradecalendar.They

wereoftenoccupiedwithagricultureform March-November(RainySeason)andduringthe

dryseason(Dec-Feb)theywould go offto trade.Itshould benotedthattheywere

prosperousG.nutssuppliersinthelongdistancetrade.

Atthis time in history,there was demand in ivoryand slaves atthe coastwhich

necessitatedthem tojointrade.TheintroductionoftheclovesplantationsatZanzibar

changedandincreasedthedemandforslavelaborhenceaffectingtheprofits.Thisbrisk

businesscompelledthem tojointhelongdistancetrade,wheretheywereabletobecome

wealth.

The collapse ofthe southern trade route which was highly dominated bythe Yao

contributedtotheirprosperityinthelongdistance.Thesoutherntraderoutehadbeen

abandonedbythetradersasaresultoftheNgoniinsecurity,forcingthem toshifttothe

centralroutethusincreasingthevolumeoftradethatboostedtheNyamwezimiddle

manshiproleinthelongdistancetrade.

TheorganizationalabilityoftheNyamwezii.e.thereweremanysocietiesalongthecentral

routebuttheyneverrosetoanyprominencelikeheNyamwezi.Therefore,theNyamwezi

weregiftedtraderswhoorganizedthemselvestobenefitfrom thetrade.Itsnowonder,that

theyactedasmiddlemenandevenescortedtradecaravanstoandfrom thecoast.

Thepresenceofablepersonalitiesi.e.TheriseofleaderslikeMirambo,Nyungyamaweand

FundikiraincreasedtheprominenceoftheNyamweziinthelongdistancetrade.Mirambo

hadacquired militaryandorganizationaltacticsfroom TutaNgoniduringhistimein

captivity.HeusedthesametacticsandorganizedtheRugarugawarriorstoraidand

protecttradecaravans.Therefore,thepresenceofableleadersinNyamwezilandprompted

them tojointhelongdistancetrade.
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UnitywasaparamountfactorintheNyamwezicommunityanditstraderelations.They

wereunitedbytheNtemishiporganizationsandtheNtu-prefixintheirdialectorlanguage

orlanguagei.e.theyhadthesamecommonancestry.That’swhyMiramboandNyungu

yamawewereabletomobilizeandorganizetheNyamwezitojointhelongdistancetrade.

Reasonsforthedevelopmentoftraderoutes

Question

a)Accountforthedevelopmentofthetraderoutesbetweenthecoastandtheinteriorof

eastAfrica.

b)Explainthefactorsthatledtothedevelopmentofthetraderoutesintheinteriorof

EastAfrica.

Approach

Abriefbackgroundoflongdistancetrade

Briefbackgroundoftheslavetraderoutes

Givereasonsfortheirdevelopment

Conclusion

 ThearrivalofSeyyidSaidatthecoast

 ThepenetrationoftheArabsintotheinterior

 Thepresenceoftradingcentersintheinterior

 Theriseofprominenttraderse.g.Msiri

 Theincreaseddemandforslavesandothertradingitems

 Ableleadershipoftheinteriorcommunitiese.g.Mirambo

 Thepresenceoftradingsocietiese.g.theNyamweziusedtoescortcaravansaswell

aAbarusulaofBunyoro.
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 Lackofphysicalobstaclese.g.thecentralroutewasonraisedflatplateau.

 Presenceoffirearmsetc.

Effectsoflongdistancetrade

In Kenya and Tanzania especiallyaround areas,there was the introduction ofnew

languagesespeciallySwahiliandArabicwhichwerelaterusedinKenyaandTanzania

henceunitingthepeople.EvenSwahili,(amixtureoftheArabicandtheBantulanguages)

becamethemedium ofcommunicationand intransaction.Muchasitwasasocial

revolution,itunderminedhenativelanguages.

Itledtotheintroductionofgunstotheinteriorcommunitieswhichincreasedwarfareas

chiefsandpowerfulcommunitiesraidedeachothertoacquireslavesandothertradeitems.

Italsoledtodestructionofproperty.Howeverthegunswereusedbychiefsandkingsto

consolidate and expand their commercial empires e.g. Fundikira,Mirambo and

Nyunguyamaweusedthem tosustaintheircommercialempires.

ItledtotheincreasedpenetrationoftheArabsintotheinteriorwhichledtointermarriages.

AnewbreedofpeopleemergedknownastheAfro-Arabswithalltheirrelatedculturese.g.

Thedressingcode(Kanzu,Turbansandveils),eatinghabits(spicesandrice)sittinghabits

(crossedleggedsitting)etc.however,thiserodedthetraditionalcustomsandnorm of

manyinteriorcommunitiesastheyembracedtheArabculture.

The slave raids thatwere intended to acquire the slave trade items resulted into

displacementofpeople and this led to the emergencyofreckless robbers e.g.the

Rugarugas and Mavitiwho disrupted trade and the lives ofthe people.However,

personalitieslikeMiramboandNyunguyamaweusedtheMavitiandRugarugasashired

mercenariestomaintainsecurityalongthetraderoutesandevenescortthetradecaravans

toandfrom thecoast.

Asaresultoftheslaveactivitiesbothatthecoastandtheinterior,itledtolossoflivesand

depopulationofmanyareas.EastAfricalostbetween30-40millionpeoplewhichlater

impactedonthedevelopmentpatternsofeastAfrica.
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InsomecoastalareaslikeZanzibarand Pembaislands,new farming methodswere

introducedlikeplantationagricultureespeciallyoftheclovesandcoconuts.Itshouldbe

notedthatsuchfarmingmethodsneededabiglaborforce,whichwasacquiredthroughthe

longdistancetradeactivitiesandaboveallZanzibarbecamethechiefslavetradingcentre.

Anagriculturerevolutionwasusheredinbecauseofthenewcropslikerice,peas,spices,

rubberandotherfruitswereintroducedintoEastAfricawhichledtothediversificationin

agricultureamongintoEastAfricansocietiese.g.theNyamweziabandonedpumpkinsfor

G.nutsthathadbeenintroducedthroughlongdistancetrade.

Societiesandindividualse.g.Yao,Akamba,BagandaandtheNyamweziandpersonalities

e.g.Mirambo,Msiri,Mtakaetc.whoparticipatedinthelongdistancetradebecamewealthy

orrichandusedthewealthtoextendtheirareasofoperationse.g.Mtaka1amongtheYao

becamerichasheusedtheguntocarryslaveraids.

SeveralmanufacturedgoodswereintroducedinmanypartsofEastAfricae.g.glassware,

beads,wines,clothes etc.in short,EastAfrica became big make forthe European

manufactured goods.However,the introduction of exotic ormanufactured goods

underminedtheAfricanlocalindustriese.g.theintroductionofcottonclothesundermined

thebackclothindustryandtheintroductionofglasswareunderminedthelocaltraditional

blacksmith.

Duetothelongdistancetrade,somepeoplechangedoccupations/jobse.g.from farming

totrade.TheNyamwezi,whowereformallylargescaleagriculturalistsofGnuts,later

becameprominenttraderson thecentralrouteofthelong distancetrade.TheYao

especiallyoftheAnachingatribeswitchedfrom farmingtoslavetradebecausetheywere

assuredofthereadymarketatKilwaandSofala.

Astheresultofthelongdistancetradeactivities,tradingpostsemergedespeciallywiththe

increasedArabpenetrationthatsawtownslikeTabora,Ujiji,UramboandKaremaetc.with

amultiplicityofcultures.Thesetradingpostslatergrewintourbancentersespeciallyinthe

2ndhalfofthe19thC.

Therewereimprovedstandardsoflivingaspeoplegrew richerandobtainedgoodsthat
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werenoteformallyproducedinEastAfricae.g.manyinteriorcommunitiesthathitherto

dressedinbackcloth,changedtocottonclothesfrom AsiaandEurope.Howeverthis

underminedtheseAfricanlocalindustries.

Therewereimprovedstandardsoflivingaspeoplegrew richerandobtainedgoodsthat

werenotformallyproducedinEastAfricae.g.manyinteriorcommunitiesthathitherto

dressedinbackcloth,changedtocottonclothesfrom AsiaandEurope.Howeverthis

underminedtheseAfricanlocalindustries.

Thelongdistanceactivitiesbroughtaboutforeignculturesespeciallytheintroductionof

slam anditsrelatednormsandlaterChristianity.TheintroductionofIslam ledtothe

establishmentoftheIslamiceducationatthecoastandtheinteriorasquranicschools

wereintroducedbytheArabsespeciallyatMombasa,UjijiandTabora.Thereforethelong

distancetradeactivitiesindirectlycontributedtotheliteracylevelsofEastAfrica.Aboveall,

thetworeligionshadfarreachingeffectsinshapingthesocialhabitsoftheEastAfricans.

Thelongdistancetradeactivitiesledtoimprovementinthetransportandcommunication

systemsi.e.towardsthebeginningofthe2nd halfofthe19th C,theformertraderoutes

developedintomajorroadsandrailwayse.g.theformerNortherntraderoutethatbegan

from MombasatoAkambalanddevelopedintoUgandarailway,whiletheformersouthern

traderoutethatendedupintheMonomotapaempireinZambia,developedinto the

Tanzam railway.Therefore,theseeasedcommunicationbetweenthedifferentsocieties.

Asaresultoftheivorytrade,itledtotheexhaustionoftheelephantswhichwerehunted

downfortheirivorytrade,togetherwiththeRhinosfortherhinohorns.Thisaffectedthe

wildlifeofEastAfricaasthesespicesbecamefew.

ThelongdistancetradeactivitiesencouragedtheEuropeanpenetrationintotheinteriorof

EastAfricae.gtheGermansinTanganyikaandtheBritishinUgandawhoevenestablished

tradingcompaniese.gGEACoandIBEACotocontroltrade.Theywereattractedbythebig

volumeofgoodwhichcamefrom EastAfricaandwantedtocontrolthesourceswherethey

camefrom.

Thelongdistancetradeactivitiesledtotheintroductionofmonetarysystemsofexchange
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i.e.theArabsandtheIndianBayansintroducedtheIndianrupeesthatreplacedtheformer

inconsistentbartertradesystem.EvenKilwabecameacentreformintingcoinsthatwere

used as a medium oftransaction.In short,EastAfrica integrated into the western

capitalisticeconomy.

ProblemsfacedinthelongdistancetradeofeastAfrica

Questions

a)Accountforthecollapseofthelongdistancetradeinthe2ndhalfofthe19thC.

b)DiscusstheproblemsfacedduringthelongdistancetradeofeastAfricainthelate

19thC.

Exhaustionofsometradeitemsintheinterior;followingthehighdemandsofivoryinAsia

andEurope,elephantswereoverhuntedwhichledtotheirdepopulation.Slavesweretaken

toAmericaandEuropewhichalsoledtotheconstantslaveraids.Eventheslavetraders

reachedtheextentofestablishingslavecentersintheinteriortohaveslaves.That’swhy

latertheEuropeansoptedtointroducelegitimatetrade.

TheNgoniinvasionalsodisruptedtrade;thesoutherntraderoutewasclosedin1886due

totheconstantNgoniraidsontheYaotradecaravans.Thisforcedthetraderstoshiftto

thecentraltraderoutewheresecuritywasguaranteedbyMirambo.AlsotheTutaNgoni

occasionallydisruptedtradebetweenUjijiandTaboraandtheyalwaysdisruptedTippu

Tip’scaravanstothecoast.

Thethickandimpenetrateforestsintheinteriorcoupledwithphysicalobstaclesespecially

theriftvalleyescarpmentssloweddownthemovementandoperationsofthetradersas

theyactedashideoutsofrobberse.gtheRugarugasandMavitialwaysRaidedTippu

Tipu’scaravansattheUjijjienclavethatwasforested.

Thehostiletribese.g.Masai,NandiandtheHehemadeitdifficultforthesmoothflowof

thetradeitemsbothonthenortherntradeandcentralroute.Itshouldbenotedthattribes

e.g.Nandi,itwasaculturalTabooforanyforeignertocrosstheirland.That’swhymany

traders opted forthe centraltrade route thatwould link to Bunyoro and Buganda
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hinterlands.

ThecomingofthemissionariesandthesubsequentcolonizationofEastAfricaledtothe

collapseoflongdistancetrade.Itshouldbenotedthatthemissionariespreachedagainst

theslavetradebusinessandcondemnedtheactasbeinginhumanandevilyetitwasa

sourceofeconomiclivelihood.That’swhytheylaterintroduced legitimatetradeand

subsequentlyinvitedtheirhomegovernmentthusthedictum “Theflagfollowedthecross”.

Tropicaldiseasese.g.malaria,sleepingsickness,smallpoxandjiggersclaimedmanylives

ofthetradersandevenslavesyettheywerecriticalincarryingtradeitemstoandfrom the

coast.In1845,tradershadstoppedpenetratingtheinteriorofEastAfrica,butitwasuntil

SeyyidSaidwhoestablishedmedicalcentersalongthecoastandthemajoronewasat

Zanzibar.

Heavytaxesimposedonthecoastalmerchantsbytheinteriorchiefsalsoprovedaproblem

e.g.MirambooftheNyamweziandNyunguyamaweofUnyanyembechargedahightrade

taxknownasHongoandrefusaltopay,wouldleadtoclosureofthetraderoutee.g.in

1873whenMiramboclosedthecentraltraderoute.

TherewasoccasionaltrademisunderstandingsbetweentheArabsandtheinteriorchiefs

ofdegeneratedintopoliticalrivalriese.g.FundikiraconflictedwiththeTaboraandArab

merchantsbecausetheywerefriendstoMiramboandalsoMirambofoughttheArabswho

weresomuchinclinedtoNyunguyamawe.Alltheserivalriesmadetradeunsafeandthe

Arabsretreatedtothecoast.

Communication/languagebarrieralsoprovedaproblem especiallyintheearlydaysoflong

distancetrade.EvenastheArabsenteredtheinterior,few peoplenew orunderstood

Swahiliwhichmadethebusinessnegotiationsbecomedifficultandinmanycases,the

AfricaninteriortribescheatedtheArabsthusthedecline.

Thelongdistancesinvolvedinthetradetransactionswereunbearableyetmostofthe

journeyshadtobecoveredbyfootandthegoodscarriedontheirheads(headpotterage).

Itshouldbenotedthatmuchasdonkeysandcamelswereintroducedtocarrythetrade

items,theyweretoofewtohandlethevolumeofgoodstothecoast.
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ThehighinterestrateschargedonthecoastalmerchantsbytheIndianBanyans/money

lendersalsomadetradeunprofitable.ItshouldbenotedthattheIndianBanyanswere

facing stiffcompetitionsfrom theEuropeanstraderswho hadbroughtmanufactured

goodsatthecoast.

TheinitialactivitiesoftheIBEACoandGEACo;followingthelucrativelongdistancetrade

businessinEastAfrica,manyEuropeantraderspickedinterestsinEastAfricaandbegun

establishingtheirstrongholdatthecoastandlater,enteredtheinteriortocollecttrade

item.Suchinitialindividualtradersi.e.JohnKirkwerepermitsorchartersbytheirhome

governmentstoestablishbusinessorganizations(IBEACoandGEACo.)thatoutcompeted

thelongdistancetraders.

Theyfacedaproblem ofwildanimalsespeciallylionsandhyenasthatattackedtraderson

theirwaytothecoast.Thetradersbeguntoavoidtraderoutesandevensomestayedat

thecoastwhichwasdetrimentalthusthecollapseofthelongdistancetrade.

Rolesofresponsibilitiesinthelongdistancetrade

a)HowfardidSeyyidSaidcontributetothedevelopmentoflongdistancetradeinEast

Africa?

b)ExplainthecontributionsofTippuTiputothedevelopmentoflongdistancetradein

EastAfrica?

RolesofSeyyidSaid

HemadeZanzibaraninternationalslavemarket(laterbecameaninternationaltrading

centreatthecoast.)

HeencouragedtheArabstraders/IndianBanyanstocometothecoast,wholaterlentout

moneytotheSwahilitraderstoventureintotheinterior.

HeorganizedArabstradersintocaravanstopenetratetheinteriorandlaterencouraged

them toestablishtradingposts.

Heintroducedavarietyofgoodsatthecoaste.g.gunandgunpowder,daggers,mirrors,
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glasswareetc.thatattractedEuropeanstraders.

HeestablishedindustriesatZanzibarwhichpromotedtradee.g.theagro-processingplants

forcloves,boatbuildingindustryandlaterpromotedthefishindustryandlaterpromoted

thefishindustrybyencouraginglargescalefishing.

HeopenedupthecloveplantationatZanzibarthatwasharvestedandexportedtotheArab

andAsianmarkets.

HistradingactivitiesatthecoastledtothegrowthofcoastaltownsofMalindi,Zanzibar,

Kilwa,Pateetc.thatincreasedthevolumeoflongdistancetrade.

Heeliminatedseapirateswhousedtodisturbthetradeofflowbetweenthecoastandthe

Asianmarket.Thisledtotheincreaseinthevolumeoftransactionatcoaste.g.heinitially

introducedcowrieshellsandlatercoppercoinsthatreplacedthechaoticbartersystem

withitsdoublecoincidenceofwants.

HeencouragedthespreadofIslam totheinteriorcommunitiesandatthecoastwhich

broughtunityandpeacetothecoaststatethathithertofoughteachother.Aboveallit

improvedontheleveloffaithfulnessinthetradingrelations.

HeintroducedmedicalcentersatZanzibarthatofferedtreatmenttotheArabtraderswho

laterenteredtheinterior.

TIPPUTIPUANDTHELONGDISTANCETRADE

TippuTipuwasbornin1830inZanzibar.TippuTipuwasanicknamegiventohim afterthe

soundmadebyhisgun.HisrealnamewasMuhammadBinHamidborntofatherwhowas

atraderandafarmerinTabora.Attheageof19,heseparatedfrom hisfatherandwentto

establishhisownempireatMayem Congo.Heplayedthefollowingrolesinthelong

distancetrade;

HeextendedthelongdistancetradetoCongowherehetradedwithsometribeslikethe

ZeMBE,YekeetcmadehistradingcentreofpostatManyemaasaconfluenceoftrading

activitiesespeciallyitemsthatcamefrom deeptheCongo.
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HesignedcommercialagreementswithMiramboofUramboandRumanzaofUjijisoasto

havefreeandsecurityprotectedpassageofhistradecaravansintotheirempires.Healso

agreedwiththem onthetaxationratesofHongowhicheasedtheflowofgoods.

HesuppliedthecoastalArabswithcopperoreandGolddustform theEasternCongousing

theKatangaprovinceandRubumbashiasthemineralareas.

HecontrolledthetraderoutesthatwenttoeasternCongobyprovidingmaximum security

andtheintroductionoftaxestoregulatetheArabtraderswhousedthesetraderoutes.

Therefore,heobtainedalotofwealthfrom thiscoordination.

HetradedwiththeBelgiansinCongo,whowereagentsofKingLeopoldIIofBelgium.It

shouldbenotedthatinitially,theBelgianshadrefusedtpenetratetheCongoandstayedat

Ujiji.Hethereforesuppliedthem withgold,beewax,honey,slavesandcopperandinreturn

theygavehim money,clothes,gunsetc.

He minimized conflicts between the Arabs and the Europeans in Eastern Congo by

representingtheinterestoftheArabsinCongoaswellasthoseoftheEuropeansasthe

ruleroftheCongolesepeople.

BeforemovingtoCongo,TippuTipuhadassistedhisfathertoconducttradeatTaboraand

helpedhim lookafterthericeplantationsandlaterG.nutsthatwereonhighdemandinthe

Europeancountries.

HeemployedtheCongoleseoftheYekeandZembetribestohuntforelephants(ivory)

whichheexportedtothecoast.

HebuiltaverybigcommercialempireintheEasternCoongowhichlaterattractedmore

Swahilitradersfrom TaboraandtheEastAfricancoastwhichenhancedtradefrom Congo.

NB:However,helosthistradinslaveswhenslavetradewasabolished.In1890,he

returnedtoZanzibarandneverwentbacktoCongotillhedidin1905.

NYUNGUYAMAWE

HewasaprinceoftheUnyanyemberulingfamilywhowasborn1831,andhisnamemeant
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a“potofstones”.In1865,hefledafterthedeathofhisfather(Mwanasere)andestablished

hiscapitalatKiweleandin1870sdominatedmostoftheKimbuCountry.Hecontrolledthe

traderoutesSouthEastandsouthofTaborausingtheRugarugas.Hisempirewasidivided

into6or7districtseachcontrolledbyaMutwale.Hewasruthless,abrilliantgeneralanda

cleveradministratorwhosurvivedtheturbulenceofthelongdistancetradeandwasableto

surviveupto1884whenhedied.Heplayedthefollowingrolesinthelongdistancetrade;

Hesuppliedtraderswithslaves,ivoryandfood

Heattractedtradeandtradersinhischiefdom ofUnyanyembe

Heprovidedsecuritytohiscommercialcaravans.

Heprovidedmarketfortheitemsofcoastaltraderse.g.guns,daggers,mirrorsetc.

HemaintainedpeaceinhisempireusingtheRugarugas.

HetaxedtheArabtradersinhisempirehenceregulatingtrade.

MIRAMBO

Heactedasacommercialleaderofthelongdistancetradealongthecentralroute.

HesuppliedArabswithslaves,food,ivoryetc.

HewelcomedandaccommodatedtheArabsandSwahilitradersthatmadeNyamwezia

centreoftrade.

HeprovidedsecurityfortheArabsandSwahilicaravansthatcrossedhisempireandabove

allprovidedtheRugarugastoescortthem tothecoast.

HeregulatedtradebychargingtradersataxknownasHongowhichheusedtoexpandhis

empire.

HisRugarugamercenariescarriedoutraidsforslaves,food,ivoryandotheritemswhich

wereneededforthelongdistancetradee.g.heraidedtheTungweandKanongo.

Heattractedtraderstomanypartsofhisempiree.g.traderswenttoasfarasOgawe,
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Urambo,Uliankuruetc.thereforeheexpandedthelongdistancetradeactivities.

Hesignedcommercialagreementswithexternaltraderse.g.ArabsatTabora,Msiriof

Katanga,TippuTipuofManyemainEasternCongoandSultanBargashofZanzibar,such

treatiesimprovedthevolumeoflongdistancetrade.


